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Bethel 


By John B. Tabb 


RUGGED stone, 
For centuries neglected and alone,— 
Its destiny unknown, 


The tides of light 
Sped o’er it, and the breakers of the night, 
Ip alternating flight. 


And it was wet 
With twilight dew, the sacramental sweat 
That mystic dreams beget. 
There Jacob lay, 
Dark-struggling, till the wrestler, white as day, 
Brake from his arms away. 
Upon the sod 


A pillow ; then, by countless angels trod, 
A stepping-stone to God, 


Ellicott City, Md. 
“% &% 


4 a 4 

Loitorial 

It is one thing to ask God to help 

us in our plans ; it is quite another 
thing to ask God how we can be helpers in his plans. 
Every man is glad to have God’s help; only now 
and then is a man found whose first thought is how 
he can help God. What is your chief desire in 
your morning prayer for the day? Your honest 
answer to that question may reveal to you your 
spirit and purpose in life. 

b 4 


God’s Help and 
Helping God 


There is no period of life when the 
tempter abates his energies. We 
hear much of the perils of youth and early man- 
hood, we hear less of the moral dangers of middle 
life, and still less of the enSfirements of old age. 
But the moral backbone of many a man has been 
broken when his years were counted by forties, fif- 
ties, or sixties. To be temperate and pure at twenty- 
five does not ensure sobriety and decency at seventy. 


An Adversary 
Never at Rest 


The Adversary comes under different masks at dif- 
ferent times and under variant conditions of life. 
The rule is permanent and unremitting, —‘‘ Watch 


and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.’’ 
. 
*% 


It is as instrumentalities that God 
uses men for the accomplishment 
No man can escape this by lower- 
ing his standards, or his character, or even by dis- 
owning God. Ahasuerus and Haman play their 
part in God’s providence as well as do Esther and 
Mordecai. We often wonder why God suddenly 
calls away a faithful servant from this world when he 
appears to be working so effectively. But if there 
were no other reason, it is reason enough that God’s 


Why Useful 
Men Die 


of his purpose. 


work depends upon no one man alone. Our vision 
is so circumscribed that the removals by death 
astonish us. 
that the divine plan is too all-embracing to rest upon 
one life for its continuance. If a ‘‘useful man”’ 
were sure to live on indefinitely because of his use- 
fulness, how much smaller our views of God and 
eternity would become! And then how 
smaller we too should become ! 


If our view were larger, we should see 


much 


b 


Chastenings as a If a father truly loves his child, he 
Proof of Love’ watches that child with a keen 
desire for his right training and upbringing. A neg- 
lect of such watchful care shows a father’s lack of 
true love for his child. Training and upbringing are 


what is called ‘‘chastening.’’ In this sense, our 
heavenly Father shows his love for us by his chasten- 
ing of us. ‘*What son is there whom his father 
chasteneth not? But if ye are without chastening, 
whereof all [the loved children] have been made 
We 


ought then to find comfort rather than cause for re- 


partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.’’ 


pining in God’s chastenings, as a proof of God’s 
love. Old Thomas Fuller says quaintly : ‘‘I saw two 
The father 
of the one, passing by, fetched his son away and 
corrected ~him ; the other lad was left without any 
check, though both were equally faulty in the fray. 
I was half offended that, being guilty alike, they 
were not punished alike ; but the parent would only 
meddle with him over whom he had 


children fighting together in the street. 


an undoubted 

dominion, to whom he bare an unfeigned affection.’’ 

Has God neglected you in his chastenings? If not, 
be grateful. 

4 

No Self-Conquest Vice pays, unconsciously, its tribute 

in Vice to virtue. It is human nature to 

feel a sense of satisfaction in having made a conquest 

of one kind or another. The man 

character is deteriorating never feels that, in taking 


whose moral 


a downward step, he has made a self-conquest. He 
never feels the stronger for rolling down hill. He 
may make a loud boasting of his viciousness, but he 
has no sense of satisfaction or joy as a self-conqueror 
or overcomer. As Professor James finely says, ‘‘ He 
who under the surgeon’s knife represses cries of 
pain, or he who exposes himself to social obloquy 
for duty’s sake, feels as if he were following the line 


of greatest temporary resistance. He speaks of con- 


quering and overcoming his impulses and tempta- 
tions. But the sluggard, the drunkard, the coward, 
never talk of their conduct in that way, or say they 
resist their energy, overcome their sobriety, conquer 
their courage, and so forth.’’ ‘They, like all others, 
are sensitive to the joy of self-conquest, and know 
ut the fact that 
they never speak in these charmed terms of their 


the noble delight of overcoming. 


viciousness is their tribute to those virtues on which 
they have turned their backs, to their own damage 
and misery. 

“x % %&% 


No Freedom without Constraint 


IBERTY is impossible without limitations. Order 
cannot exist unless under regulations, although 
chaos and confusion This is a truth alike 
applicable in the realm of matter and of mind. It 
is true of-all mechanical forces on the one hand, 
and of the most formal and conventional, or the 
most natural and unstudied, intellectual processes on 
the other hand. In no sphere is there freedom 
without constraint. 


can. 


In so simple a matter as having the current of a 
brook or a river run down hill, or of letting its 
waters be dashed or sprayed against the upright wall 
of a burping building, the guiding banks must keep the 
stream within bounds as its waters go, lest they wander 
off in an aimless search ; and the constraining hose 
or pipe must confine the waters as they rise to their 
destination, or they will fail to do their best work, or 
any other. Not even a pile of dirt or a heap of 
sand can be raised many feet without a careful re- 
gard to the law of gravitation, and to the principles 
of mathematical proportion, as their substance rises 
above the base. ‘There is no freedom in any such 
sphere without constraint. 

However independent or original an artist of any 
kind may be, as musician, poet, painter, or sculptor, 
he must conform his work to the basal laws of his 
art, the laws of tone and sound, of measure, har- 
mony, and rhythm, of color and form, or fail of- 
securing true beauty and symmetry, with their power 
over the human eye and ear. He who indulges 
most felicitously and daringly in spontaneity of artis- 
tic creation is always one who most positively recog- 
nizes and is bound—instinctively, as it were—by the 
permanent and never-varying laws which underlie 
all good work in the realm in which he labors. In 
his sphere, as in every other, there is no freedom 
without constraint. 

In affections, morals, and daily conduct, the best 
disposed man must recognize the binding force of 
fundamental laws, however he may be free in an 
absolute freedom over and beyond their bounds. 
No man can love his brother man on earth as he 
ought to, unless he first loves his Father in heaven 
as above his brother man. A man cannot keep the 
Second Commandment properly without recognizing 
the First Commandment as preceding the Second. 
Even the love which is the fulfilling of all law must 
first extend to the utmost bounds of the law itself 
in order to- overflow those bounds and go beyond. 

A man must love at least one person more than 


others,—leve parent or child, wife, husband, or 
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friend, with a unique and distinctive love—before 
there is any meaning or reality in his claim to love 
everybody as he should. ‘There is no such thing as 
counting every day and all times alike for God, for 
country, for family, for worship, for business, for 
recreation, unless a man has some special time 
for each and every one of those interests, which for 
the present has predominance over all others. No 
man could be free to give more than the lowest 
proper demand of duty on his time or possessions, 
according as God had prospered him, if he had no 
well-defined idea of what was the lowest proper 
demand of duty in proportion to his prosperity. 

Freedom to eat, to sleep, to work, aright, is never 
in utter disregard of times and seasons and rules 
and regulations, On the contrary, it has to be such 
hearty and spontaneous regard to them all as to con- 
form to them without an effort, and without even a 
conscious thought that they are a bound or a limit. 
Freedom within proper constraints is the freedom in 
which the true athlete, or artist, or saint does his 
best work, and does it without any sense of being 
held in bondage or limitations. 

One of Dr. Bushnell’s great sermons is entitled 
‘* Routine Service Indispensable.’’ It is from the 
text, ‘‘Give us this day our daily bread.’’ In that 
sermon he lays down as a ‘‘ great law of practical 
Christian living that we need to keep fixed times, or 
appointed rounds of observance, as truly as to be in 
holy impulse ; to have prescribed periods in duty as 
truly as to have a spirit of duty; to be in the drill 
of observance as well as in the liberty of faith,’’ 

He reminds us that the very world we live in is a 
world of routine ; that ‘‘the days and years, the 
moons and tides, the mornings and evenings, the 
eclipses and wandering comets, have their times ex- 
actly set and their rounds exactly measured. We 
can even make up their almanac for the most distant 
ages and cycles.’’ And he suggests the question to 
those who undervalue routine in religion, that, ‘‘ if 
the world itself, apart from its fixed rounds, or pre- 
scribed times, were only an uninhabitable chaos, 
what greater value is there likely to be, in their own 


acts and doings, when there is no fixed time in do- 


ing anything? ’’ 

Because liberty is under law, and not without 
law ; because there is no freedom without con- 
‘straint; because there is no spontaneity except 
within the bounds of necessity ; because God has 
ordained routine as a privilege and a duty in every 
realm of his universe of which we have either knowl- 
edge or suggestion,—let us rejoice in the privilege of 
being ever under the law of love, and under love as 
a law, in the love of Christ, which constrains all who 
have freedom in him, 


x % 


Motes on Open Letters 


different 
in discussion 

often use the same words in two or 
more different senses, and then wonder that they cannot 
better agree on the point at issue. 
word, 


have several 
Persons 


Most words 
What is 


meanings. 
Spiritualism ? § 


is such a 
It has various meanings, from that of the lower 
forms of ‘‘lust’’ to that of the highest sharing of the 
divine nature. 


‘* Love 


‘‘Spiritual’’ is such a word. A recent 
discussion in these columns on the subject of ‘ spiritual 
life’’ has rather provoked disagreement than promoted 
intelligent agreement. And now a Massachusetts teacher 
sends a clipping from a denominational paper that 
speaks of ‘‘a million witnesses’ 


itualism.’” And he asks : 


’ 


to the truths of ‘* spir- 


Is the doctrine of spiritualism tolerated by any of the Christian 
ehurches? I have heard the person referred to lecture several 
times, but I did not think he supported any such teaching. Please 


give us your conviction and opinion on the matter. 


The answer to that question depends on what one 


means by ‘‘spiritualism.’’ Spiritual truth is certainly 
in one sense or in another, by most 


Christian churches. There are not quite a.million dif- 


held precious, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ferent views on the subject held in these churches, but 
there are so many various views that there would be no 
practical gain in any discussion of the subject without a 
previous agreement as to the meaning of the term used. 
As to a purely denominational use of an ambiguous 
term, this is no place for its discussion, 


% 


Points of geographical interest, such 
as sacred localities in connection with 
Jewish and Christian history, are 
often in dispute, without the possibility of their settle- 
ment. This has been so in all ages and among all 
Therefore it need not be wondered at in any 
particular case, as if it were wholly exceptional. One 
such point, that has interested many and has been much 
in discussion, is referred to by a correspondent in New 
York state, who writes : 


** Dome of 
the Rock”’ 


peoples. 


Among your pictures on the lessons for the fourth quarter, 
1899, the one on Lesspn 1 is said to be the ‘Site of Solomon's 
Temple at Jerusalem, Showing the Dome of the Rock.’ Now, 
what can you give us regarding ‘‘the rock"’? I have been un- 
able to secure any information farther than that given in picture 
in Peloubet’s Lesson Notes for this quarter, which illustrates the 
inside of this mosk, where plainly a large, rough rock is the floor 
of the interior, and the name of the picture is, ‘* Interior of the 
Mosque of Omar."" ‘' The rock"’ is all that it gives. 

In the Bible record it is shown that when David had 
sinned by numbering the people, he was told to inter- 
cede and offer a sacrifice in their behalf. The altar 
which he reared at that time is said to have been ‘in 
the threshing-floor of Araunah [or, Ornan] the Jebusite’’ 
(2 Sam. 24: 15-25; 1 Chron. 21: 15-30). That thresh- 
ing- floor is said to have been a great rock on Mt. Mo- 
riah. Various theories and traditions are connected 
with it. It is said to have been the place where Abra- 
ham offered Isaac, centuries before David, and the site 
on which Solomon afterwards built the tenfple. It is 
claimed as the site of the second temple, and as the 
place which is now the base of the chief Muhammadan 
mosk in Jerusalem. Yet other theories are held with 
reference to several of these points. It is in accordance 
with all primitive thought and customs that a site first 
used as an altar or temple foundation is sacred to that 
use forever after. It is in view of this truth that Paul 
says, ‘‘ Other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid*’ (1 Cor. 3: 10, 11). ‘* The Dome of the Rock”’ 
is commonly called ‘‘ The Mosk of Omar,’’ but again, 
another building, on the temple plateau, is said to be 
‘«The Mosk of Omar.'’ Many points concerning the 
sacred sites in Jerusalem and Palestine are still in dis- 
pute, and are likely to remain so. 
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How many persons are misled by their 
misunderstanding of Bible texts! A 
good illustration of such errors, through failing to con- 


God and Chance 


sider the context or surroundings of the passage quoted, 
is given in this letter by an interested Pennsylvania sub- 
scriber and helper : 


For some years I have been a reader, student, and club orga- 
nizer of The Sunday School Times, and have followed your edi- 
torials with great interest, finding them suggestive and helpful. In 
your issue of October 14 I find an editérfal on ‘‘'Good Luck or 
God's Goodness,"’ about which I would like to ask the following 
questions: t. How will you make this editorial consist with 
Ecclesiastes 9 : 11? (some other passages of the book point in the 
same direction.) 2. Where is the flaw in the following thesis ?— 
After giving due credit to divine providence and satanic interfer- 
ence, to human ability and capability, there will yet be found an 
unexplained remainder, which, because of human limitations, we 
must ascribe to chance. Perhaps the consideration of these 
questions may be properly had in your Notes on Open Letters. 

1. There isn’t any way of reconciling the statements 
of that editorial with the erroneous statements in Eccle- 
siastes. There are many things said in Ecclesiastes, as 
in other parts of the Bible, that are not true. A faith- 
ful reader and student of the Bible ought to know, to 
begin with, whether a Bible passage which he quotes or 
looks at is a statement of truth or a statement of error. 
Great harm may be done by supposing that a recorded 
statement by Satan, or Pharaoh, or Jezebel, or Ben- 
hadad, or a cynic, or a doubter, is as true as the words 
of an inspired prophet or apostle. The editorial in 
question was written to remind readers that such mis- 
taken views as those recorded in Ecclesiastes are not 
correct, but erroneous. 2. If any view of human affairs, 
or of the consequences of limitations of ‘*‘ human ability 


and capability,’’ counts out God as ever overseeing and 


Vol. 41, No. 46 


controlling greater and lesser events and incidents af. 
fecting his children, then there is a fatal flaw in that 
thesis or supposition, The comfort of a right faith in 
God is in the conviction that he is ‘able to do [for his 
dear ones] exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think [or can understand or account for, and in spite 
of enemies seen and unseen, and any unexplained re- 
mainder}, according to the power that worketh in us,’’ 
and for us, to eur good and God's glory forevermore. 
There is no room for chance,;~or luck, with such a faith, 
and such a faith we are privileged to have and to hold, 


% % & 


From Contributors 


Sorcery and Witchcraft among 
the Babylonians 


By Professor Dr. Heinrich Zimmern 


Editor’s Nete.—The author of the following article, Professor 
Dr. Heinrich Zimmern, occupies the chair of Assyriology in 
the University of Breslau. His specialty has been in the study of 
the religious texts of the Babylonians, in which realm of scholar- 
ship he, in company with Jensen, may be said to be pre-eminent. 
He edited the “‘ Penitential Psalms of the Babylonians,” and 
has more recently occupied himself, among other things, with 
the study of Babylonian demonology, which so largely influenced 
Jewish religious thought, and through this, doubtless, that of 
other nations. Professor Zimmern is also one of the editors of 
Gesenius’s Hebrew Dictionary. The article here given under his 
name will be found to be of especial interest in connection with 
the International lessons of this quarter, 


OT without reason were the words ‘Chaldean ’’ 
and ‘‘sorcerer’’ almost synonymous terms in 
ancient times, for the magic art forms so large a part of 
the Babylonian religion that it can almost be considered 
its most characteristic feature. That in the same re- 
ligion of which we possess such grand testimonials of 
praise to the gods, in the form of hymns and in the 
form of prayers such deep confessions of a consciousness 
of sin, so low a religious grade as sorcery should play 
such a prominent ré/e, strikes us at first sight as very re- 
markable. For the reasons of this apparent inconsis- 
tency we will try to find an answer at the close of this 
essay. In connection with it we will discuss the ques- 
tion whether we are really entitled to place such a very 
low estimate on the religious worth of the magical cult 
of the Babylonians. First, however, we will briefly 
sketch the magic art of the Babylonians. 


Misfortune a Result of Sorcery 

All misfortune, particularly sickness of every kind, 
which befell any one, was regarded as the result of some 
wicked sorcery, of some magic spell, under which the 
sufferer had fallen. It was a very easy matter to draw 
upon one's self a spell of this kind, not only through 
committing real sins and crimes, such as murder, adul- 
tery, theft, and fraud, but also through violating re- 
ligious rites and observances, or even by simply coming 
accidentally in contact with persons or things happen- 
ing to be under a spell. 

We are in possession of cuneiform texts that mention 
in minute detail all possible causes to which a person 
resting under a spell could trace its origin.! We read, 
for example, in one of these texts: ‘‘ Has he [the af- 
flicted] sinned against his god or his goddess?... Has 
he held his father and mother in contempt?... Has he 
used false weight, taken false money?... Has he ap- 
proached his neighbor's wife, has he shed his neigh- 
bor’s blood, or robbed him of his raiment?’’ Or the 
unfortunate will ask himself, in the same breath, whether 
he has not, perhaps, unwittingly slept on the couch or 
sat on the chair of some one bewitched, or eaten out of 
the same vessel and drank from the, same ‘cup with one 
bewitched, 

But their lively imagination did not stop at the ab- 
stract idea of a ban, which befell those visited by mis- 
fortune, or, to express it more correctly, this conception 
of an impersonal curse was only a secondary develop- 
ment. The original view was, rather, that malign di- 
vinities, demons, or hffman beings, such as sorcerers 
and witches, believed to be in league with those evil 


‘ 

1 Such enumerations are found particularly in the second, third, and 
eighth tablets of the, series known as Shurfu. See the translation of 
those tablets in my Beitrdge aur Kenntniss der Babylonischen Religion, 
Part l. Leipsic, 1806. 
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spirits, were the originators of all ills and sickness. The 
working of these demons is most graphically described 
in the Babylonian incantations. They are considered 
offsprings of the lower regions. The wilderness is their 
chosen abode, whence they issue to invade city and 
country. They rush from house to house. No door, 
no lock, can arrest their progress nor bar their way. 
Like snakes they glide in at the doors, like the wind 
they whisk through the crevices. Husband and wife 
fall victims to their power, and are filled with pain. 
They are particularly successful as destroyers of the 
family life. They sow the seed of discord between hus- 
band and wife, son and father, friend and comrade, They 
know no mercy but rage against men. They are de- 
vourers of human flesh and drinkers of human blood. 
If they can take a man by surprise, they will tie his 
hands and feet, spew poison and gall upon him. Day 
and night must he wander restlessly around, wailing 
and lamentation are his food. 


Where the Hebrews got their Demons 


There were seven particular demons, the seven evil 
spirits, to whom this power for evil doing was specially 
ascribed. ‘‘Seven are they, seven are they,’’ is the 
constant refrain whenever these spirits are mentioned. 
We also meet with seven evil spirits in the Jewish 
popular belief of New Testament time. Seven evil 
spirits went out of Mary Magdalene (Luke 8: 2; Mark 
16:9), and the unclean spirit driven out of a man takes 
with himself seven other unclean spirits (Matt. 12 : 45). 
It is highly probable that this Jewish conception of 
seven evil spirits, as well as the demon belief in general, 
which at the time of Christ was so largely developed 
and widespread among the Jewish people, can be traced 
back to the Babylonian demon belief, partly direct, 
partly through the medium of Persian ideas, which in 
turn have their origin in Babylonia. At all events, it is 
certain that in the older portions of the Old Testament 
there is no trace of such a demon belief to be found 
among the Hebrews, and, where these traces do appear 
in the later portions of the Old Testament, the names of 
the demons prove that these conceptions are borrowed 
from Babylonia; for Lilith, who is mentioned once 
(Isa. 34 : 14), is a well-known figure of the host of 
Babylonian demons. To these belong also Shedim, an 
oft-mentioned class of Babylonian demons (Deut. 32 : 
17; Psa. 106 : 37). 

An additional echo of these Babylonian demon be- 
liefs we have in the Jewish magic cups, which have 
been, and are still being, found in large numbers in 
Babylonia. The Babylonian Expedition of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania alone brought home more than a 
hundred and fifty of these cups.' The evil demons of 
the Jewish popular belief, among which Lilith appears 
particularly often, are here exorcised by curse formulas 
which sound strikingly like the old Babylonian incan- 
tations. 

The doings of the sorcerers and witches are as mi- 
nutely and strikingly described in the Babylonian incan- 
tation tablets® as are those of the demons, and in them, 
as ever, this gr¢wsome art was attributed principally to 
women. The male sorcerers and wizards are only inci- 
dentally mentioned, in with the female 
witches, who play, undoubtedly, the leading part in this 
superstitious belief. In other words, we find that among 
the old Babylonians the belief in witchcraft was already 
fully developed. 


connection 


The witches follow the' people step by 
They roam the streets and public places. They 
hamper the footsteps of the wanderer, force themselves 
into the houses. . In their hearts dwell evil thoughts 
against their victims. Their tongues cast the fatal spell ; 
their lips are poisonous ; death follows in their tracks ; 
their eyes sparkle ; their step is brisk ; their hands are 
in motion ; day and night they pursue their victims with 
their poisonous breath. They cause sickness of all 
kinds, pain and suffering both of body and mind, bad 
dreams and visions, and they are above all, like the de- 
mons, adept destroyers of the family life. They set at 
variance husband and wife, parents and children, brother 
and sister, friend and companion. 


step. 


This malign activity 
displayed by the witches is in reality the same that is 
attributed to the wicked demons. 





1 Compare Hilprecht, “‘ The Babylonian Expedition of the University 
of Pennsylvania,” Series A, Vol 1, Part 2, p. 8f. 

* Especially in the incantation tablets Mag/a. For their translation, 
together with an introduction giving full information on the subject of 
Babylonian magic in general, compare Knut Tallquist, Die assyrische 
Beschwérungsserie Magla. Leipsic, 1895. 
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An especially favorite means by which the witches 
were believed to practice their magic arts was to fashion 
out of clay, wood, dough, and other materials, images of 
the persons upon whom they wished to cast their spells, 
and to subject these images to all sorts of manipulations ; 
for instance, lay them alongside of corpses, or place 
them on the public highway, to be trodden underfoot 
and crushed. All this was done in the hope that the 
persons in question might meet with the same fate as 
their images. The tying of magic knots was also con- 
sidered one of their favorite means of working a spell. 

In ancient Israel, too, witches were known (Exod. 
22:18), and these derive their name (mekashshépa) 
from the same root as in Babylonian, where hashshaptu 
is the most common word for ‘‘witch.'’ This, how- 
ever, does not yet prove that the conception of witch- 
craft current in the/Old Testanient must necessarily have 
been borrowed from the Babylonians. On the contrary, 
from the context and the antiquity of the source where 
this belief is presupposed and attacked, we gain the im- 
pression that an old superstition, deeply rooted in Israel 
or Canaan, is here referred to. It may, nevertheless, 
be a fact that a historical link connects the witchcraft be- 
lief of Israel with that of Babylonia, in so far as both 
may be a heritage from the common possessions of re- 
ligious ideas prevalent in the Semitic primitive age, just 
as the ancient Arabs also had quite similar conceptions. 

Since, as we have shown, the belief in sorcery, de- 
mons, and witches played so important a part among the 
Babylonians, it is easy to conceive that the attempts to 
properly meet and frustrate the attacks of the demons 
and-witches should constitute a large and essential part 
of the Babylonian religion. They believed themselves 
exposed to the magic spell of sorcery and witchcraft at 
every turn. This had to be counteracted by exorcisms 
and conjurations on their part. Hence the conjurers 
and exorcists, who were expected to break these spells, 
played a particularly important vé/e in the Babylonian 
ritual. 

Counteracting the Magic Spells 

The ways and means employed to counteract these 
magic spells by exorcism were of many and various 
kinds. The highest art of the exorcist consisted in find- 
ing for each particular charm the precise counter charm. 
The main and essential point, however, was always the 
same ; namely, that of appealing to one or more of the 
good-great gods for aid and strength to overcome by 
This 


shows a relatively valuable religious feature of the Baby- 


their power the power of the sorcerers and demons. 
lonian incantations. We meet with most ardent and fer- 
vent prayers in the midst of the literature of exorcism. 
But as for the rest, all sorts of external means were used 
to break the spell. Water in particular was accredited 
with great magic power. Sprinkling and washing in 
clear water, if possible taken from the holy streams 
Euphrates and Tigris, occupied, therefore, an important 
and large place in the ceremonies of the Babylonian in- 
cantations. ‘‘ May the water of the stream remove his 
ban,’’—expressions like these we meet with repeatedly. 
Likewise the fire was supposed to possess the power to 
remove magic spells. For that reason basins with live 
coals were often placed near the bed of a sick person, 
and all sorts of articles burned in it,—a symbolic per- 
formance, intended to symbolize the deliverance of the 
patient from the bonds of magic. Thus, for instance, 
an onion is thrown in the fire, while the patient utters 
the following : 


‘** As this onion is peeled and thrown in the fire, 
and the blazing flame consumes it, . 
never again to be planted in a bed, 
nor surrounded by furrow or trench, 
never again to take root in the ground, 
nor to grow its tubes, nor to behold the sunlight, 
never more to appear on the table of any god or king, 
So may the curse, the ban, the pain, the torture, 
the sickness, the agony, the sin, the crime, the wrong, the 
transgression, 
the sickness which is in my body, in my flesh, in my mem- 
bers, 
be removed from me, as is the skin from this onion ! 
May the blazing flame consume it this day ; 
may the ban be removed, and I behold the light !’’ 


Other symbolic performances were also used, as, for 
instance, the afflicted person was bound about the head, 
hands, and feet with a cord, spun for the purpose ; the 
cutting of this cord symbolized the breaking of the bonds 


of the charm. Besides fire and water, all sorts of plants 
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and minerals, containing real or supposed healing prop- 
Thus witchcraft 
developed into a_healing art, howsoever primitive. 


erties, were used for this purpose. 
For 
the directions that may perhaps be found among these 
prescriptions, as being based upon a real observance of the 
healing powers of nature, are few indeed, and to them 
are opposed numberless other directiohs, which are un- 
doubtedly of magic nature. To the latter belongs the 
use of amulets and talismans, and other magical means 
of protection. 

The wicked demons, who had cast their spell over 
human beings and taken possession of them, were ex- 
orcised through these incantations, and driven back to 
the wilderness whence they had come. 


Punishing the Witches 


_For the witches, death by fire was considered the only 
The Old Testament also has the 
commandment, ‘« Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live’’ 
(Exod, 22: 18). Whether the Babylonians really burned 
any witches cannot as yet be clearly established. Cer- 
tain it is, however, that they burned them in effigy, as we 
The 
person bewitched would fashion an image of the witch 
in clay, wood, 


adequate punishment. 


know from the incantations directed against them. 


dough, or other materials, and set it 
on fire before the statues of the gods whose help he 
implored. The form in which these incantations are 
clothed makes them often resemble the proceedings of a 
court of justice, the person bewitched being the plaintiff, 
the witch the defendant, and the gods the judges, so that 
we can, with a certain right, speak of a trial of witches. 
The following incantation will serve as a specimen of 
those which in form resemble a court proceeding. It 
opens the collection of incantations called AJagli,— 
namely, ‘‘the burning,’’ above referred to, which is 
almost exclusively directed against witches. 


‘* I invoke ye, ye gods of the night ; 
with you I invoke the night, the veiled bride ; 
I invoke the first, the middle, and the last night watches, 
on account of the sorceress who holds me in bondage, 
the witch who has bewitched me, 
has driven my god and my goddess from me ; 
on account of my pain that I suffer, 
remaining restless day and night. 
With foam they have filled my mouth, 
Food they have taken away from my mouth ; 
they have deprived me of water for drinking. 
My exulting has become wailing, and my joy sorrow. 
Arise, ye great gods! give heed to my complaint. 
Do justice for me, know ye the path of my life! 
I have made an image of my sorcerer and my sorceress, 
of my enchanter and my enchantress, 
I lay it now at your feet and enter my complaint : 
Since she has wrought evil, plotted mischief, 
may she die, and may I live!... 
May the gods of the night smite her on account of her 
sorcery ; 
may the three night-watches undo her wicked poisonings ! 
May her mouth become wax, her tongue be turned inte 
salt : 
Because it has spoken an evil word against me, may it van- 
ish like wax ; 
Because it prepared a magic poison, may it melt away like 
salt! 
Her knots are untied, her works are destroyed, 
all her words now resound through the wilderness 


at the bidding of the gods of the night.’’ 
Development of Babylonian Religion 


We have already in the beginning called attention to 
the remarkable fact that such deep ideas appear in the 
Babylonian religion side by side with such gross external 
magical manipulations. The explanation for this re- 
markable phenomenon is evidently to be found in the 
This 
religion was, according to all indications, not homoge- 
neous, but a combination of different, originally quite 
heterogeneous elements. 


historical development of the Babylonian religion. 


Thus probably the origin of 
those grand hymns and fervent prayers found among the 
3abylonians is far removed from the origin of those 


magic manipulations against demons and witches, 


The actual 
state of the case seems to be that the richly dev eloped 
magic of the Semitic 


which we find also among the Babylonians. 


3abylonians was not originally 
their own, but came to them, with many other things, 
There 
was, however, in time, a complete blending of these 
originally heterogeneous religious forms, so that hymns, 
prayers, and conjurations formed, at least at a later 


from the Sumerian inhabitants of Babylonia. 
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period, an inseparable whole among the Babylonians 
and Assyrians. 

It is only thus that we can obtain the proper stand- 
point from which to form a religious judgment of Baby- 
Yonian sorcery and witchcraft. We should wrong the 
Semitic Babylonians of a later age were we to assume 
that their religious ideas were essentially absorbed in 
magic. The very existence of numerous hymns and 
prayers, in close connection with sorcery, is a protest 
against thi, and proves that we have before us a com- 
parative!, very high and refined degree of religious per- 
ceptions. 

A New Spirit in the Old Forms 

We would rather claim for Babylonian sorcery what 
is true in the case of religion in very many instances, 
—namely, that a religious form, once prevailing, will 
remain the same through hundreds and thousands of 
years, but that the old form can be filled with a new 
and deeper spirit. As the Psalmist, who undoubtedly 
stood on high religious ground, had in his mind the 
sprinkler used in the cult, when he says, in the Fifty- 
first Psalm, ‘‘ Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean,’’ and connected with such an outward manipu- 
lation the thought of a divine liberation from sick- 
mess and transgression, so might also the Babylonian 
unite, within the orbit of his thoughts, with the prayer 
for divine mercy and deliverance from sin and ban 
the magic manipulations, which, according to a form 
established long before, should serve the same purpose. 
There ‘s a certain inconsistency to be found in nearly 
all religions when carried into practice. The relative 
value even of Babylonian magic consists in the fact 
that, notwithstanding all these conceptions tenaciously 
adhered to from ancient times, however superstitious, 
the idea of salvation and of deliverance from sin and 
transgression remained always the motive of all their 
actions. 

In conclusion, I wish to call particular attention to 
the fact that these above-discussed ideas of magic spells, 
demons, and witches prevailing among the Babylonians, 
form in reality but a comparatively limited part of the 
large field which one may designate as Babylonian 
superstition. To this category belongs, first of all, the 
very great importance the Babylonians attachea to 
soothsaying in its various forms. They tried to read the 
future from the stars, from dreams, from the flight of 
birds, and from the actions of other animals, such as 
snakes, scorpions, grasshoppers, horses, mules, dogs, and 
pigs ; in particular, also, from the condition of the ani- 
mals offered in sacrifice, and from the malformations of 
men and beasts ; and they sought to protect themselves 
against the malign influences of such evil portents by 
exorcisms and ceremonies like those directed against 
demons and witches. One can hardly form an adequate 
idea of the important rvé/e played by the magic art among 
the Babylonians. 


Breslau, Germany. 
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Does God Love Naughty Children ? 
By S. W. Reigart, D.D. 


LITTLE four-year-old friend of mine one day dis- 

obeyed her mother. Her aunt, shocked at the 
conduct ot the child, reproved her, saying, ‘* Bettie, 
don’t you know that God will not love you if you are 
naughty ?"’ 

With that quickness of wit that very young children 
often show, the little thing replied, ‘* Well, if God will 
not love me, the Devil will.’’ 

What shall we say of the logic of the child? What of 
the wisdom of the aunt? If the aunt was right, was not 
the little girl correct in her reasoning? But is it true 
that God does not love naughty children? Is not the 
fatherhood of God analogous to that of man? Do 
earthly parents cease to love their children because they 
are perverse and disobedient ? Whose death did David 
mourn in language the most pathetic in all history ? 
Was it not that of Absalom, the most ungrateful son 
that ever lifted up his hand against a father? And for 
whose return did the father in the beautiful parable 
watch and wait with loving, longing heart? Was it not 
for the coming back of the prodigal son? Human 
fathers do not hate or cease to love wayward children, 
neither does the great Father of all. 

Nor, on the other hand, has Satan Ais favorites. 
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‘*The Devil is good to his own'’ is a most pernicious 
maxim. The Devil is good to no one. He seeks only 
the destruction of man. However plausible his tempta- 
tions, however fair his offer$, he is, and always will be, 
man’s greatest enemy, against whose wiles we must be 
continually on our guard. It delights our great adver- 
sary, of course, to see men disobey God, and trample on 
his authority, but it delights him, not because he loves 
men, but because he hates them, and rejoices to involve 
them in suffering and ruin. God is a being of infinite 
love ; Satan, of infinite hate. How careful we should 
be to give our little children correct views both of God 
and of Satan !_ Instead of telling them that ‘‘ God does 
not love naughty children,’’ let us try to make them un- 
derstand that God loves them and all men at all times, 
and that, because God is so good and kind to us, loving 
us with so great a love as to give his own Son to die for 
us, therefore it is a very wicked thing to grieve him by 
not being and doing what he would like to have us be 
and do. 4 
Salisbury, Md. 
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For Children at Home | 


The “ Rainbow’s’’ New Member 
By Grace Willis 


HREE pairs of black legs dangled from the edge of 
the veranda. 
‘* Let's have a club,’’ proposed Josephine White, the 
owner of the longest pair. 

‘* What for ?"’ 
** For fun."* 
Joyce Greene was the smallest of the trio. 
** Just us three ?’’ she queried. 

*« Yes, just us three,"’ 


asked Beulah Brown. 


answered Josephine. ‘*I think 
it would be nice ; for we go together, you know, and our 
houses are all in a row’’— 

‘* Hear her make poetry !'’ exclaimed Beulah. 

** We could meet and bring our patchwork, and then, 
—oh, I know just the very thing! You know, Aunt 
Alice is matron in the Children’s Hospital in the city, 
and she could tell us something to do for the children. 
Won't that be lovely ?’’ 

‘' And what would our name be?’’ asked Joyce. 


‘The Rainbow,’’ suggested Josephine, ‘‘ because our 


last names are all the names of colors."’ ‘ 
‘¢ But a rainbow isn't brown and white and green,"’ 
protested Joyce. 
‘¢ That wouldn't matter. 
** Yes,’’ replied the two. 
So the club was started. 


Shall we do it, girls ?’’ 


Aunt Alice wrote a beautiful letter in response to Jo- 
sephine’s, and told the girls how they could make scrap- 
books by pasting in children’s stories that they could 
cut from their papers, with plenty of bright pretty pic- 
tures, and how they could each ask for a place in their 
own yards to plant seeds, and have a garden for the 
hospital, and send flowers packed in damp cotton. 

That was in the early spring, and the girls grew en- 
thusiastic, and the neighbors learned about the club and 
were interested, and contributed many new pieces for 
the patchwork blocks the girls were making, which 
were to be made into a quilt for a certain cot in one cor- 
ner of a ward. A 

After the first box of flowers had been sent to the city 
(and they had to draw from the big gardens, for their 
little ones did not yield enough), Aunt Alice wrote that 
the club was very happily named the ‘' Rainbow,"’ for 
they brightened the long hours for the little sick chil- 
dren. 

There were four pretty, white houses in a row in the 
little village, and it was a matter of no little comment 
and amusement among the villagers that the names of 
the owners of three of them should happen to be the 
names of colors. Mr. White built his house first, and 
then Mr. Greene and Mr. Brown and Mr. Hubbard built 
houses just like his ; but Mr. Hubbard moved away soon 
after the house had been completed, and it was ‘ For 
Sale or For Rent’’ ever since. That was the house at 
the west end of the row. 

The three little girls who lived in the houses were 
very fond of each other, and the club prospered. There 
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weren't any other houses very near theirs, except a big 
gray one across the road ; but there were no children 
there, and the girls felt very cosey and select with their 
meetings and good time. 

No matter how often they met during the week, they 
never failed to meet Saturday afternoons, with their 
patchwork ; and so it happened that the three sat on the 
edge of the shady side veranda of the Greene house one 
warm summer afternoon, beating their heels against the 
lattice-work, and doing very little sewing ; for there was 
an important topic up, and they were rather excited. 

‘Theron told me, last night, at thie store,’’ repeated 
Josephine, ‘‘that he knew for sure that a man had 
bought the Hubbard house, and was going to live there. 
And his name is Pratt.’’ 

The house had been empty for so long that the com- 
ing of a stranger was regarded almost as an intrusion. 

‘¢And supposing there should be a little girl in the 
family,—do you think we ought to invite her to join the 
club ?’’ asked Joyce timidly. 

‘¢I should say not, Joyce Greene !"’ returned Jo- 
sephine. ‘*Do you think we would want to spoil our 
‘Rainbow’ by having a ‘ Pratt’ in it? What kind of a 
color is that, I should like to know ?”’ 

‘*Oh! but if she should live so close to us, she would 
feel hurt if we didn’t ask her,'’ remonstrated Beulah. 
** But it would be kind of horrid to have a girl in it 
that didn’t have a color for a name.”’ 

** Jos’ phine, if you lived in another city, and came 
here to live in that empty house, and there should be 
three girls who had a club, and they left you out, and 
had a good time all by themselves, do you think you 
would feel nice?'’ asked Joyce triumphantly. . 

‘I suppose not,’’ admitted Josephine. ‘‘ But none 
of the other girls in the school belong, and why should 
she expect to, just because she lives in our row?’’ 

** Maybe there won't be any girl in the family,’’ 
gested Beulah. ‘‘ Let's not talk about it."’ 

But they could not put the thought out of their minds, 
Joyce was strongly in favor of asking the new girl to 
join, though she was always timid in expressing her 
opinion. _Josephine was strongly opposed to it, while 
Beulah wavered from one side to the other. 

** 1 don’t think it’s nice to be cliquey,’’ said Joyce. 

‘« Well, well, 1’’—began Josephine. 

But at that moment Mrs, White, hearing her little 
daughter's voice raised to a rather high pitch, and fear- 
ing trouble, came out of. her back door, and called to 
the girls that she was making cookies, and invited them 
to come and get some. So the three hopped down from 
the veranda, and scampered across the wide yard and 
into the Whites’ back door, where Josephine's wise 
mother filled their hands with cookies, and the danger- 
ous subject was dropped for the rest of the afternoon. 

On the next Saturday, they met at the Brown house, 
on the opposite end from the empty house. 

**Some boxes came to-day,’’ said Joyce, whose house 
was next to the empty one, ‘‘and they say the family 
are coming Monday. Mr. Pratt was there for a while 
to-day, unpacking things, and putting down carpets.’’ 

‘¢T went to the store on purpose to see Theron,’’ an- 
nounced Josephine, ‘‘to find out if he knew anything 
about the new family, and he said he didn’t ; but he 
thought he heard Lem Barnes say there was a man and 
his wife and a little girl.’’ 

‘There! I knew there would be one!’’ ejaculated 
Beulah. ‘* What shall we do, girls ?”’ 

*¢I] move we vote,’’ 


sug- 


exclaimed Josephine. 
favor of asking the new girl to join say ‘ Ay.’"’ 

*¢ Ay,’’ responded Joyce rather softly. 

‘All opposed say ‘No,’’’ she added, and imme- 
diately voted in a loud voice ‘ No.’’ 

‘*Betlah Brown, why didn't you vote?’’ she de- 
manded irritably. 


‘« All in 


‘* Because | don't know which way I want to vote,” 
answered Beulah, lamely. They talked about it for a 
long time, and finally Beulah sided with Joyce, and they 
both tried their. persuasions on Josephine, but could not 
move her an inch. When they separated, Josephine was 
more stubborn than ever, and announced, as she walked 
across the lawn to her own house : 

‘*T just tell you one thing, girls. If you ask that 
Pratt girl to join the ‘ Rainbow,’ I'll resign—now }"° 

That was the greatest disagreement the ‘‘ Rainbow ’’ 
had ever had, and for the first time it looked very much 
like disruption. 

Half-past eight was bedtime for each of the three 
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virls, but the little girl in the white house went to bed 
with wide-awake eyes and a busily working mind. 
«What makes Jo so cross to-night?’* asked Mr. 
Vhite of his wife, after their daughter had gone upstairs. 
©] don’t know,'’ answered Mrs. White, wearily. 
+] don’t know what to make of her this afternoon."’ 
At ten o'clock they were just putting away their maga- 
Fines, and were about to turn out the lights, when a 


vhite-robed figure, with a very sober face, appeared. 
« Why, Josie !"’ exclaimed Mrs. White. 
««] want to go over to Joy's. I want to tell her some- 


** said Josephine, evasively. 


1ing, 

«© You must go right back to bed, my child. This is 
onsense,’’ said Mr. White firmly. 

«« But I must go, papa,’’ pleaded Josephine. ‘*I—I 


vant to tell her that I want to ask the new girl to join,”’ 
and then the whole story came out. 

So they bundled up the penitent child, and with her 
and in her father’s, she skipped across the lawn, and 
hey knocked at the Greene's side door. Mr. Greene 
ppened it immediately. He had just come out to lock 
t for the night. Mr. White stated their errand, and 
osephine went quickly upstairs alone. 
where to find Joyce, and crept up and laid her hand 


She knew just 


gently on the face of the sleeping child. 
‘« Joy,”’ she said, smoothing it. 

Joyce stirred uneasily. 

‘* Joy ! 

‘«What ?"’ came in a sleepy tone. 


«Joy, dear, I'm willing to ask the Pratt girl to join 
the ‘ Rainbow.’ I want to, Joy. I'd feel real mean if 
we didn’t. I'm sorry I acted so."’ 

‘‘ All right,"’ answered Joy, turning over, and so 
nearly asleep was she that she did not realize until the 
next morning what Jo had said. 

On Monday the new family came, and in the afternoon 
Joyce and her mother called on them to make them feel 
at home, and to see if there was anything they could do 
for them. 

At five o'clock, Joyce came tumbling across the yard, 
and into the White's side door. 

**Jo!’’ she exclaimed, ‘I've got something lovely 
to tell you 

And, without waiting for more, Josephine was after 
Beulah. She appeared on the veranda with her in a mo- 
ment, and the two looked at radiant Joy in anticipation. 


Call a special meeting right away.’’ 


‘Mama and I went to see them, the new family,’’ 
she explained, ‘‘ and they're lovely. The little girl is just 
as old as we are, and she came from the city, and she's 
been sick a long time, and she’s been in Aunt Alice's 
hospital, and she’s seen our scrap-books and had some 
of our flowers, and she wants to join the ‘ Rainbow,’ 
and she’s the sweetest girl! And her mother is dead, 
and Mrs. Pratt is her aunt, and '’— 

Joyce paused, almost out of breath, and looked solemnly 
at the two as if to weigh the effect of the momentous 
words she was about to utter. 


yee 


** Her name is Bessie Lavender 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Spirit and Method 


The Double Leg of the School 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Editor of the Sunday-school Literature of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church 


% 


HAT professor emeritus of theory and practice in 
Ralph Wells of 
New York, said once at a convention, ‘‘ The Sunday- 
school is like a horse ; it draws a load; it stands on 
four legs, and it needs them all. Its front legs are the 
superintendent and the teacher ; its hind legs, pushing 
on from the rear, and equally necessary to the animal, 
are the pastor and the parent, the latter a sort of double 
leg, two in one."’ 

It is of that right double hind leg that I would speak. 
Indeed, if the expression be admissible, I would like to 


the Sunday-school University, 


have its ear for a few minutes. How faintly ,'oes it 
realize its importance as a part of the Sunday-school, 
and how small a share of the load does it generally bear ! 
So far as the relation of the parent is concerned, most of 


our Sunday-schools are striving to stagger along on three 
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legs ; and not a few of them seem to be reduced to two, 
and are quadrupeds trying to walk as bipeds. 
appear to feel that the Sunday-school can get along 
without their aid, if it only has their children. 

How rarely, for example, does the mother of that boy 


Parents 


in the Sunday-school class say to his teacher, ‘*I want 
to thank you for your interest in that boy of mine. «I 
know what a restless and mischievous little fellow he is, 
and you must have a deal of trouble with him. I am 
sure that you must be very gentle and patient, for, if you 
were one bit cross, I should hear all about it. I want 
you to know that that boy's mother appreciates your 
generous work with him and for him. Can't you come 
to our house to-morrow night, and take supper with us ? 
Then you and I can have a good talk about the boy that 
I love so much, and I am sure that you must love him 
a little too !"’ 

Would not a few sentences like those make a Sunday- 
school teacher's heart leap for joy? And yet how few 
teachers, toiling ever so conscientiously, so self-deny- 


If 


paragraph falls under the eye of a mother who has a boy 


ingly, so patiently, have ever heard them ! this 
in the Sunday-school, or a father either, let one teacher 
be made happy next week. 

And that lesson,—how easy it might be to have it 
studied at home, or at least read over, and talked about, 
if only the fathers and mothers of our Sunday-school 
scholars knew what a privilege it is to instruct their own 
children in the Bible. ‘‘ Where there is life, one former 
can do more than a thousand reformers,'' said Horace 
Mann, —which being interpreted, means, that one whole- 
souled, loving mother, telling stories from the Bible to 
the little ones at her knee, can do more for the biblical 
an entire 
officers and teachers can accom- 


and religious training of her children than 
staff of Sunday-school 
plish six years later. 
There are no stories 
in the Bible. Joseph 


them better than Dick 


so fascinating to children as those 
and his brothers will entertain 
Whittington and his cat ; David 
than a match for Jack the Giant- 
Elijah and Elisha will compete 
successfully with Grimm's Fairy Tales ; and Paul had as 
varied experiences as Robinson Crusoe. 


with his sling is more 
killer ; the marvels of 


And when the 
child, with round wondering eyes, asks ‘‘Is that a true 


story ?’’ there is the deeper interest and the higher satis- 
faction in the assurance that from the Bible he listens 
to tales that are fact, and not fancy. 

There lies in my library a family Bible, big and clumsy, 
of the pattern of forty years ago, with hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of old-fashioned pictures in it. Seven children 
in turn have heard those stories told, and have told them 
to their playmates, until the old book is fairly bursting from 
its binding. I can see inmemory, this minute, four little 
girls lying flat on the floor with their heads gathered over 
the outspread pages, while one is telling to her visitors, 
in quaint childish words, the story of Jacob, how he won 
a blessing by giving to his old blind father ‘‘a meat 
pie,’’ and how, on the next page, he saw a ladder going 
up to the sky, where God lives! 

O parents two in one! do you know that you are the 
power behind the Sunday-school teacher and the 
superintendent, and that you at home can do more than 
all the entire world’s convention to make the Sunday- 
school a success ? 

New York City. 
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The Secretary’s Trifles 


By A. H. McKinney 
State Superintendent of Sunday-School Work in New York 


ERHAPS in no department of Sunday-school work 
is attention to what have been erroneously denomi- 
nated trifles more necessary than in the secretary's room. 
Some have even argued that a good secretary is more 
essential to the successful management of a school than 
is a good superintendent. However this may be, it is 
absolutely necessary that a secretary consider nothing 
connected with his work to be a trifle. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to be courteous. Ina 
large school, especially, he has many experiences which 
tax his patience. But he occupies a position which 
makes him a power for the weal or the woe of the 
school. Many a first-class superintendent is handi- 
capped in his efforts to build up the school by having as 


his helper a secretary who is cranky or hasty in temper, 
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and whw by his snappish words to teachers and pupils 
undoes much of the good done by other workers. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to be in the school on 
time, to get his own work in order and to arrange work 
for others ; yet into how many schools do we see the sec- 
retary coming at the very last moment before opening- 
time, and, because of his lateness, being a cause of 
disorder, and sometimes of irritation, in the school. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to have his rolls and 
other class material in the hands of the teachers before 
the school opens. This is sometimes difficult to accom- 
plish, but much is gained, in order, by the secretary's 
always having his rolls in the classes before the school 
opens. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to have his books always 
Much 
saved, and many perplexing questions are often instantly 
Were 
the books not in the school, time would be lost, and the 


in the school during the school session. time is 


settled by reference to the books which are there. 


questions could not be answered satisfactorily, 

It is no trifle for the secretary to have his records 
The superintendent and other 
officers of the school have occasion to refer constantly to 


written up to date. 
the secretary's records for information as to individuals. 
If those records are up to date, the information desired 
is readily obtainable ; if not, confusion often results, 
because of the failure to find the proper record. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to have his records ab- 
solutely correct. This is especially the case in those 
schools where a record of marks is kept, and where 
position on honor-rolls depends on the correctness of 
one mark will often 


determine a scholar’s position as to a certain grade in 


such record. ‘The difference of 


the school. If that mark is recorded correctly, justice 
is done to the pupil. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to have his plans se 
systematized that each day’s work can go on without 
confusion. The three-handed man makes a poor secre- 
tary. To have aright hand and a left hand is neces. 
sary, but to be a little behindhand works havoc in the 
secretary's department. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to be well posted in 
regard to the rules of the school. In this respect he 
should be the superintendent's right-hand n an, ready to 
correct the former when he makes a mistake, and ready to 
endorse him, when he is correct, whenever the correct- 
ness of his decision is questioned. It is always vest for 
the secretary to keep written in a convenient book all 
those matters pertaining to the government of the school 
upon which there may be a difference of opinion among 
the workers. His ability to turn to the record, and to show 
just what is the rule or the practice of the school, often 
obviates unpleasantness. He is doubly valuable when 
he sets a good example by obeying the rules of the 
school down to the smallest detail. 

It is no trifle for the secretary to make careful and full 
reports to the teachers of the school. At least quarterly, 
sometimes monthly or oftener, the secretary should re- 
port to the teachers’-meeting such facts and figures as 
are indicative of the growth or the decay of the school. 
Reports of attendances, percentages, and such statistics 
as will stimulate the pupils to greater punctuality and 
Well-compiled 
reports for especial occasions, such as Anniversary Day, 
Children’s Day, and Rallying Day, do much to keep a 
school from running in ruts. 


regularity, should be given frequently. 


New York City. 
aS 


In former days, it was the children 
Teachers’ 


alone that were given treats, but in 
Annual Tea b . 


these days it appears necessary te 
‘*treat’’ the teachers to keep upinterest. The Sunday- 
school of Calvary Baptist Church of Washington, District 
of Columbia, recently invited its teachers to spend am 
evening of social enjoyment at their Sunday-school home, 
and here is the form of the card : 


The Sunday-School 
of the 


Calvary Baptist Church 


cordially invites you to spend an evening 


“AT HOME AND ABROAD,” 
on the occasion of its Annual Teachers’ Tea, 
to be held at 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL HOUSE, 
FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 13, 1899, 


at eight o'clock. 



























































































































Lesson Helps 


Lesson Calendar 
Fourth Quarter, 1899 


3. October 1.—Joy In God’s House. . . .« « 
2. October 8.—Haman’s Plot against the Jews . 
3- October 15,—Esther Pleading for her People 
4. October 22,—Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem . 
5. October 29.—Psalms of Deliverance , ... 
6. November 5.—Nehemiah’s Prayer... 2... > 
7. November 12.—Kebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem 
8. November 19.—-Public Reading of the Scriptures . 
9. November 26,.— Woes of Intemperance 
10. December 3.—Keeping the Sabbath. . 
11. December 10.— Lessons in Giving 
12, December 17.—Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing. 
13. December 24.—Christ’s Coming Foretold , . 


14. December 31.— Review. 


«eee Psa, 189 
« « © « Esth. 3: 1-23 
Esth, 8 : 3-8, 15-17 
+ « » Ezra 8; 21-32 
« « Psa. 85 and 126 
« « « Neh, 1: msr 


« « Neh. 4: 7-18 
- « Neb. 8: 1-12 
«© « « » Prov. 23! 29-35 
. Nehemiah 13 : 15-22 
. « Mal, 1: 6-11 and 3: 8-12 
Mal. 3: 13 to 4:6 
Isa. 9 : 2-7 
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Lesson 19, December 3, 1899 - 
Keeping the Sabbath 
Nehemiah 13: 15-22 


Read the chapter. 
Memory verses: 15-17. 


Compare Isa. 56: 1-8; Jer. 17: 19-27. 


GotpEes Text : Remember the sabbath day, to heep it holy. 


Exod. 20; 8. 


COMMON VERSION 


15 J In those days saw I in 
Judah some treading wine- 

resses on the sabbath, and 

ringing in sheaves, and lading 
asses ; as also wine, grapes, and 
figs, and all manner of burdens, 
which they brought into Jerusa- 
lem on the sabbath day: and I 
testified against them in the day 
wherein they sold victuals. 

16 There dwelt men of Tyre 
also therein, which brought fish, 
and all manner of ware, and 
sold on the sabbath unto the 
children of Judah, and in Jeru- 
salem. 

17 Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto 
them, What evil thing is this 
that ye do, and profane the sab- 
bath day ? 

18 Did not your fathers thus, 
and did not our God bring all 
this evil upon us, and upon this 
city? yet ye bring more wrath 
upon Israel by profaning the 
sabbath. 

19 And i* came to pass, that 
when the gates of Jerusalem 
began «« be dark before the 
sabbath, I commanded that the 
gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not 
be opened till after the sabbath : 
and some of my servants set I 
at the gat<s, ‘hat there should 
no burden be brought in on the 
sabbath day. 

20 So the merchants and 
sellers of all kind of ware 
lodged without Jerusalem once 
or twice. 

at Then i testified against 
them, and said unto them, Why 
lodge ye about the wall? if ye 
do so again, | will lay hands on 

‘rom that time forth 
eame they no more on the sab- 
bath. 

a2 And I commanded the 
Levites, that they should cleanse 
themselves, and /fhaf they 
should come and keep the gates, 
to sanctify the sabbath day. 
Remember me, O my God, 
concerning this also, and spare 
me according to the greatness 
of thy mercy. 


1Or, Aeaps of corn * Heb. before. 


REVISED VERSION 


In those days saw I in 
Judah some treading wine- 

resses on the sabbath, and 

ringing in ‘sheaves, and 
lading asses ‘herewith; as 
also wine, grapes, and figs, 
and all manner of burdens, 
which they brought into Je- 
rusalem on the sabbath day : 
and | testified against them 
in the day wherein they 
sold victuals. ‘There dwelt 
men of Tyre also therein, 
which brought in fish, and 
all manner of ware, and sold 
on the sabbath unto the 
children of Judah, and in 
17 Jerusalem. ‘Then I con- 
tended with the nobles of 
Judah, and said unto them, 
What evil thing is this that 
ye do, and profane the 
sabbath day? Did not your 
fathers thus, and did not our 
God bring all this evil upon 
us, and upon this.city? yet 
ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel by profaning the sab- 
bath, And it came to pass 
that, when the gates of Jeru- 
salem began to be dark beg 
fore the sabbath, 1 com- 
manded that the doors 
should be shut, and com- 
manded that they should not 
be opened till after the sab- 
bath : and some of my ser- 
vants set I over the gates, 
that there should no burden 
be brought in on the sabbath 
day. So the merchants and 
sellers of all kind of ware 
lodged without Jerusalem 
once or twice. Then testi- 
fied against them, and said 
unto them, Why lodge ye 
2 about the wall? if ye do so 
again, I will lay hands on 
you. From that time forth 
came they no more on the 
sabbath. And I commanded 
the Levites that they should 
purify themselves, and that 
they should come and keep 
the gates, to sanctify the sab- 
bath day. Remember unto 
me, O my God, this also, 
and spare me according to 
the greatness of thy mercy. 


15 
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Scripture Readings for Daily Study 


Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


Sun.— The First Sabbath (Gen. 2: 1-3). 


(Exod. 16: 4, 5, 22-30). 
20 ; 8-11). 


The sign of the manna 


The fourth commandment (Exod. 
The sabbath a sign (Exod. 31 : 12-17). 


Mon.— The Sabbath of Years and the Jubilee (Lev. 25 : 1-16). 


Every seventh year a sabbath (1-14). 


(5-7). 


those who sealed (1-27). 


The land to rest 


The jubilee, an extra sabbath year (8-16). 
Tuwes.— Sealing the Covenant (Neh. 10 


: 4-39). The names of 


Separation and obedience (28-30). 
The sabbath, the offerings, the feasts (31-35). 


The first 


fruits, the first-born, the tithes (35-39). 


Wed.— Correcting Abuses ( Neh. 13:2 7-14). 


mixed multitude (1-3). 


(23, 74). 


Thurs.— Xceping the Sabbath (Neh. 73 : 15-37). 
The rebuke (17, 18). 


tion (15, 16). 
shut out (19-22). 


Cleansing the temple (4-9). 
Levites’ portion restored (10-12). 


Separating from the 
The 
The treasurers appointed 


The desecra- 
Sabbath-breakers 


Warning against strange marriages 


@3-08). ‘The priesthood cleansed (29-31). 
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Fri.— Blessings Promised to Sabbath Keepers (Isa. 56: 1-12). 
The fast that God accepts (Isa. 58: 1-14). God's message 
by Jeremiah (Jer. 17: 19-27). God's message by Ezekiel 
(Ezek. 20 : 12-24). 

Sat.—Jesus’ Teaching concerning the Sabbath. Lord of the 
sabbath day (Matt. 12: 1-8). It is lawful to do well on the 
sabbath (Matt. 12:9-13). The man at Bethesda (John 
§: 14-16). The man born blind ( John 9: 1-7, 14-16). 

Sun.— The Apostles Practice concerning the Sabbath. Used by 
the Jews as a day of worship (Acts 13 : 14-16, 42-44; 16: 
13, 143 17:1-3) The First Day ef the Week. ‘The 
resurrection of Jesus (Matt. 28:1). ‘To break bread (Acts 
20:7). To lay aside offerings (1 Cor. 16:2). The Lord's 
Day (Rev. 1+: 10). 


Chicago, Hi. 
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Lesson Surroundings 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


NTECEDENT Events.—Nehemiah’s coming to 
Jerusalem, his rebuilding of the wall, his great 
assembly and the reformation covenant that followed, alt 
occurred within one year, Concerning the remainder of 
the twelve years of his first administration (Neh. § : 14) 
no details are given. The account of his second admin- 
istration is contained in 12 : 27 to 13:31. It consists 
of three parts : first, the events that occurred the day of 
the dedication of the wall (12 : 27-47 and 13 : 1-3, 13); 
second, events that had previously occurred (13 : 4-12); 
third, a few events that occurred in the years that fol- 
lowed (13 : 15-31). 
this last group. 
TimE.—No dates are given. Nehemiah’s second ad- 
ministration lasted so long that an enrollment (12 : 22- 
25) made while he was governor (v. 26) extended to the 
time when Johanan was high-priest (12.: 23), and in- 
cluded the name of Johanan’s son Jaddua in the suc- 
cession of high-priests (v. 22). Most of our books of 
reference, following Josephus, hold that Jaddua was 
high-priest in the time of Alexander the Great, and date 
the accession of Johanan about 371 B.C. The Jewish 
traditions, however, say that Simon, the grandson of 
Jaddua, was high-priest in Alexander's time. This 
would date the accession of Johanan about 404 B.C., 
and the death of Nehemiah at some time after that. 
The events of the lesson occurred at some time between 
Nehemiah’s going to the king (13 : 6), B.C. 433, and 
his death. 
PLACE. —Palestine. 
PARALLEL PASSAGES.—None. — But the passages con- 
cerning the sabbath may be found by the aid of a 
cordance, 


The lesson describes an event of 


con- 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 
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The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


6 ig seventh-day sabbath, to which their forefathers 

had been used before they left the Euphrates, 
though probably never given up by the patriarchs, had 
been established as a sacred national institution by 
Moses, and, at least from that date, became distinctive 
of the Jew.in all lands. The prohibition of all work on 
it was absolute. No fire was to be kindled on it (Exod. 
35 :3). No manna fell on it that the work of gathering 
it should not disturb the sacred rest. A‘poor man who 
picked up some sticks on it, presumably for a fire, was 
stoned to death (Num. 15 : 32-36). Yet, in contrast 
with the early Maccabees, Joshua assaulted Jericho on 
the sabbath, and massacred its population (Josh. 6 : 16, 
20, 21). 

Laxity seems early to have crept into its observance 
even in civil life, for we find Amos denouncing the rich 
men of the Northern Kingdom, about the close of the 
eighth century before Christ, for wishing the sabbath 
past that they might be at money-making again (Amos 
8). Isaiah and Ezekiel show that, before the cap- 
tivity, and also in Babylon, they made light of the 
holy day (Isa. 58 : 13; Ezek. 22 : 8), and Jeremiah, 
just before the fall of Jerusalem, speaks of a similar 
slackness (Jer. 17 : 21-23). 

A hundred and fifty years later, Nehemiah found it 
treated so unworthily, to the great scandal of the strict 
Judaism which he, following Ezra, held obligatory, that 
he published an ordinance commanding its more exact 
ebservance (Neh. ‘10 : 31). 


“Vol. 41, 2o. 46 


But gain,scustom, and convenience refused to submit, 
The wine-presses in the little Jewish district were trod. 
den on the sacred day, the sheaves brought in from their 
patches of barley or wheat, their asses were laden with 
customary loads, and men, women, and beasts brought 
into Jerusalem for the sabbath market, supplies of 
*¢ wine, grapes, and figs, with all manner of loads be. 
sides.’” Nor was this all. Traders of all kinds, from 
far-off Tyre, and Phenician fishermen,— heathen, of 
course, —sailing down the Coasts, brought up to Jerusa- 
lem, for this chief market of the week, fish, fresh or 
salted, and spread them on the ground or on stalls for 
sale. Both citizens and the peasantry round were com. 
promised in this abuse, for the streets were thronged and 
noisy with buyers and sellers from far and near. The 
magistrates might have reformed all this, and ought to 
have done so; but, as they let it go on, Nehemiah took 
the matter into his own hands, and summarily ended 
such un-Jewish practices by ordering the gates of the 
town to be shut on Friday evening, before the sabbath 
began, and not opened till it was over. The sellers, on 
finding this, after coming once or twice, gave up their 
visits, and the external sanctity of the sabbath was 
secured, 

From that time, moreover, the scribes, settiny them- 
selves, as the work of their lives, to find out every possi- 
ble application of the law, expanded the command to 
do no work on the sabbath, so that, in Christ's day, to 
rub a few ears of grain in the hand, or to pluck them, 
was a breach of the sacred rest, as, in a way, reaping 
and threshing ; the command that no one should “ go 
out of his place’’ on it was defined as limiting a journey 
on it to two thousand cubits, which explains why fugi- 
tives were to pray that their flight should not be on the 
sabbath ; to carry his sleeping-mat home was a sin 
against the day on the part of the man healed by Jesus ; 
and to minister to the sick at all on the sabbath was for- 
bidden, except where death was imminent. Life was 
made a burden by minute rules of no value. Yet even 
the Pharisees had their large dinner-parties on the sab 
bath (Luke 14 : 1 ff.), and they were careful to stretch*y 
the law when any sheep, ass, or ox belonging to themselves 
fell into a pit, pulling it out at once, though to deliver a 
poor creature from physical suffering on the sabbath was 
a crime in our Lord. So also they evaded the rule to 
confine their sabbath-day journeys to two thousand 
cubits by placing a loaf-at each successive two thousand, 
and starting from thence again as from a house, the 
bread being treated as such by a legal fiction. 

Bournemouth, England. 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
The Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the Lord Honorable 


OD lays the laws of his own being on his child, to 

the end that their outcome of joy, strength, 

wisdom, and wholeness in the father may be in the child. 
This lesson considers the Sabbath law. 

1. This law of our best welfare is a delight, not a 
yoke. It is rest for the weary, a time exalted from toil- 
some drudgery into the enjoyments and thoughts of the 
final rest in heaven. When this day came in the lesson 
for November 19,—Nehemiah 8 : 12,—all the people 
went their way to eat and to drink, and to send portions 
to the poor, and to make great mirth, for that day was 
holy unto the Lord, and the joy of the Lord was their 
strength. 

2. The general law that regulates all minor acts is 
found in Isaiah 58 : 13. Not doing thine own pleasures. 
Whatever is done for mere worldly pleasure rather than 
as a delight in the Lord is a violation of the Sabbath law. 

3. The greatest boon of the toiling laborer is a day 
of sacred rest. God is ever mindful of the poor and 
heavy laden (vs. 15, 16). This rest had been taken 
away from the working people. 

4. In two ways Nehemiah sought remedy. First he 
contended with the nobles by argument, expostulation, 
and a recital of God’s judgments against this sin in the 
past (vs. 17, 18). And, secondly, being an executive 
officer, he put a stop to Sabbath trading with emphatic 
threats that were understood and obeyed (vs. 18-22) 

5. Notice that after all that this great man had done 
for his nation and his God, he asked to be remembered, 
















) 


“ 


a el 


; the most controlling nations. 


not for his works, but, far better, according to the great 
ness of God's mercy (v. 22). 

Do we regard the Sabbath as did the remembered 
Nehemiah, or as the forgotten nobles? 


University Park, Colo. . 
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Illustrative ~Applications 


By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


N those days saw I in Judah some treading wine 
presses on the sabbath... .. I testified against them 

(v. 15). Itis one thing to see in the sense of idly and 
listlessly looking on ; it is another thing to see and 
have out of our sight get birth a noble protest against 
the wrong and a high effort for the right. It was this 
He saw and 
Too much-of our seeing is of the 
And if you say that Nehemiah 


last sort of seeing which was Nehemiah's. 
he testified against. 
first, quite useless sort. 
was governor, and was charged with the special duties 
of administration, please remember that because of that 
very fact he is peculiarly example for each one of us ; 
for under our system we, the voters and the people, are 
the real governors. Thove who for a little time are in- 
cumbents of office are there because we have put them 
there, and are of the sort we have chosen. Therefore 
all the time should we free citizens see, that we may tes- 
We cannot 
The undermost fact 


tify, make public opinion, right wrongs. 
of our 
political system is that the farthest-back responsibility 
is on ourselves. 


delegate responsibility. 


Be true to your responsibility, and see, 
that you may help to put down the wrong and crown the 
right. 

There dwelt men of Tyre also therein (vy. 16). Nehe- 
miah's trouble was largely with the foreigners, concern- 
ing the observing the sabbath. That is the chief trouble 
But 
Bishop Potter rightly says, ‘*1t is as utter an imperti- 
nence for the German or the Frenchman, for the Jew or 
the Mohammedan, to come here demanding that we 


about observing the Lord's Day among ourselves, 


shall waive the customs and repeal the laws that hallow 
pour Lord's Day, as that we should surrender our lan- 
guage for the dialect of the Black Forest, or our marriage 
relations for the domestic usages of the Sultan."" We 
need to rise #p and assert our most precious rights as 
against a Continental Sunday. 

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah (v. 17). 
Here comes out troubles in 
maintaining the sabbath,—the influential people were 
against him. 


another of Nehemiah's 


Here is our trouble also. There seems to 
have come a singular loosening of conscience about the 
sanctity of the Lord's Day, and among those in the 
community who set the customs. I thank God there 
are exceptions, I thank God we have a President who 
will not travel on Sunday, who sets the influence of his 
I would 
you follow it? 
Never travel, except for real necessity, on the Lord's 
Day. Make your example stand for the Sunday. Let 
the sacrilegious excursion trains whiz without you. 

What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the 
sabbath day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not 
our God bring all this-evil upon us, ana upon this city ? 
(v. 17, 18.) There is such a thing yet as the law demand- 
ing the sacred day. 


great office for, and not against, the Sunday. 
his example were more followed ! Do 


It is set, not only in the announced 
commandment of God, but also in the structure of the 
Word and in the necessities of man's physical, mental, 
Spiritual nature. Defiance of this law cannot but bring 
doom of various sorts. Look on the map, and pick out 
Invariably they are the 

Said Mr. Gladstone : 
‘* The religious observance of Sunday is a main prop of 


the religious character of the country. 


more Sabbath-keeping ones. 
From a moral, 
social, and physical point of view, the observance of 
Sunday is a duty of absolute consequence,’’ Break 
down and fling away that prop, and you have all sorts of 
deterioration as certainly and as sternly as destiny. 
Sundaylessness is Godlessness. And Godlessness is the 
emptying of all moral oughtness, and that, in the long 
run, and frequently in the short run, 
death. 

So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged 
without Jerusalem once or twice (v. 20). 1 think the 
modern people most like these ancient ones, who for 
purposes of gain were set on destroying the sacred day if 
they possibly could, are those who thrust into the Sunday 


is doom and 


the secular newspaper. It is an utter mystery to me how 
any editor can insist on obedience to law in his editorial 
columns, and at the same time flagrantly break both the 
laws of God and man by his utterly unnecessary and 
defiant Sunday edition. In my judgment there is no 
influence so making for the blighting of conscience, the 
destruction of morals, the ruining of what is best and 
highest in the community, as this influence. If only all 
Christian people would refuse to purchase or read a 
secular Sunday newspaper, and withhold advertising in 
it, this tremendous evil. would come to shriveling. I 
beseech you, save the Lord's Day for holier things. 
Philadelphia. 
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Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


ERSES 15, 16.—Details of the violation of the law 
it.— Jt 
those days: At some time during the period of several 


of the sabbath as Nehemiah witnessed 
decades covered by Nehemiah's second administration. 
— Treading winepresses, etc.; Doing various kinds of 
farm work.—Svringing in: To Jerusalem to market, the 
same as Not 
sheaves, but heaps (Ruth 3:7; 2 Chron. 31 : 6-9; 
Hag. 2 : 16). A large part 
of the grains and fruits that the farmers had harvested 


‘‘brought into, below. — Sheaves : 


It was still the dry season. 


was now stored in heaps on the threshing-floors and in 
other convenient places. They were now marketing 
these products by the ass-load in Jerusalem.—/n the 
day wherein they sold victuals: ‘*\n regard to the day,"’ 
rather. They were making the sabbath a market day 
for farm produce, and Nehemiah testified against that. 
— There dwelt men of Tyre : These constituted another 
class of offenders. The meaning is not that these Tyri- 
ans were properly inhabitants of Jerusalem, but that 
they had seats in the Jerusalem market, whence they 
could dispose of their goods.— 7herein : In Jerusalem. 
—Fish: From the Mediterranean. —A// manner of ware: 
The variety stores were oper on the sabbath, as well as 
the provision markets. 

Verses 17, 18. 


The first was moral suasion.—/J/ contended with the no- 





Nehemiah applied two remedies. 
bles : There is a class in society that sets the fashions. 
They determine current habits and customs, and other 
people follow their lead. Nehemiah saw the impor- 
tance of having this class on his side.—Déd not your 
fathers thus ? Some hold that the Israelitish sabbath is 
a post-exilian institution. Clearly, Nehemiah did not 
Nehemiah holds 
that sabbath-keeping is so important that failure in it 
will bring a nation to ruin. 

Verse 19.—He does not confine himself to moral 


suasion, but resorts also to legal meastres.— Began to be 


think so.—Bring ali this evil, etc.: 


dark ; He seems to have regarded the sabbath as begin- 


ning at sunset cf the previous day.— 7he doors: ‘* The 
gate’’ is the whole structure, including the opening 


through the wall, and the adjacent unbuilt area where 
business was transacted. 
the ‘‘doors’’ 


As distinguished from this, 
are the valves in the gateway that open or 
shut.—Some of my servants: His personal retainers. 
He would not leave the execution of these commands to 
others in whom he had-~less confidence.— 7hat there 
should no burden be brought in: The men in charge of 
the gates would open them for necessary ingress or 
egress, but,they would allow no goods for trade to pass 
through. 

Verses 20, 21.—One characteristic of Nehemiah was 
that he did thoroughly whatever he did.—Lodged with- 
out Jerusalem once or twice; Perhaps they hoped that 
the vigilance of the guards would relax, and they would 
be able to slip into the city. Or they may have thought 
that some of their customers would come outside the 
walls to trade. At any rate, their presence was a dis- 
traction from the sabbath-keeping that Nehemiah de- 
sired to establish, and involved the danger that the 
enforcement of the law might be relaxed.—/ wi// lay 
hands upon you: He threatens them with arrest.— 7iey 
When 
that they cannot succeed, they will desist from their 
attempts. 


came no more: violators of law are convinced 


Verse 22 a.—It was a peculiarity of Nehemiah's policy 
that ‘‘ the gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites 
were appointed’’ (7:1) to some function connected 


with the city gates. Now he adopts an additional regu- 
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lation, designed as an object lesson concerning the 
sanctity of the sabbath.—Should purify themselves: 
Make themselves ceremonially clean, just as if they were 
preparing for some solemn act of worship in the temple. 
—And that they should come; The idea is that those 
Levites whose business it was, on any particular sab- 
bath, to come and guard the gates, should prepare for 
that function by ceremonial cleansing. — 70 sanctify the 
sabbath day: This was a very effective way of impress- 
ing the fact of the sacredness of the sabbath upon the 
minds beth of the Levites and the people. 

Precisely the nature of the functions of these Levitical 
Did they 
supersede Nehemiah's servants (v. 19), or merely co- 
operate with them ? 


guardians of the gates is not explained: to us. 


Did they, perhaps, give some form 
of religious instruction among the people who sat in the 
> 


gates? Then, as always, a religious sabbath was the best 


possible antidote for a sabbath of labor and traffic. Was 
something of the kind attempted ? 

Verse 22 6.—It characterizes that part of the Book of 
Nehemiah which is written in the first person, that it 
has this formula of prayer subscribed at the close of the 
sections. Sometimes, as here, it is an entreaty for 
blessings (5 : 19 ; 13 : 22, 31), and sometimes that of an 
imprecation on evii-doers (6 : 14; 13 : 29).—Remember 
... this also; He asks that God will give him credit 
for his zeal in the matter of sabbath keeping, as well as 
for his fidelity in other things. —7%e greatness of thy 
mercy : Mercy in the sense of loving-kindness, not in 2 
that of pity. Nehemiah's appeal is to God's free grace, 
He does not, in any sense that is inconsistent with this, 
plead his own merits. 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 
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Sabbath Legislation 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


EHEMIAH appears to have held office as governor 

for twelve years (Neh. 5 : 14), and then to have 
returned for an indefinite period to the court of Arta- 
xerxes, and to have afterwards resumed his functions in 
Jerusalem. The events of this lesson belong to that sec- 
ond term of office. They indicate that his withdrawal 
had occasioned a falling back in the national observance 
of the law, as is confirmed by the other instances of 
When 


some leader's restraining hand and inspiring presence 


slackened zeal for it recorded in this chapter. 


are taken away, the mass is apt to drop down again into 
had much of his work 
to do over again when he came back. 


old evil ruts. So Nehemiah 
It is sadly sel- 
dom that a great religious guide can say as Paul could, 
‘* Not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence."’ 

The observance of the sabbath would be especially 
burdensome when Jews were thrown into close relations 
With Gentiles. It would be, as it still in some degree is, 
trade So we find 


much emphasis laid on it in the prophets of the exile, as 


a barrier to and social intercourse. 
seen in tl passages for comparison at the head of this 
lesson. It would therefore be likely to be tampered 
with in the then circumstances of the colonists, sur- 
rounded, as they were, by a heathen population whose 
example would be bad, and trading with whom would 
It would almost 
appear, from the facts in the lesson, as if the sabbath had 
become the weekly market day. 


be interfered with by rigid keeping of it. 


The rural population 
brought all sorts of agricultural produce into the city on 
that day, and fisher people from Tyre brought fish, It 
is to be noted, however, that the latter are specifically 
said to have sold their wares, while the former are only 
said to have brought theirs, and may only have done so 
to be in readiness for a market next day. Such being 
the evil, the next thing to note is Nehemiah’s action to 
abate it. He did not address himself to the rough Ty- 
rian fisher folk, over whom he had no authority, and 


But, if there were no 


who would not have heeded him. 
buyers, there would be no sellers, and, if the ‘‘ nobles 
frowned on profaning the sabbath, the smaller people 
would probably give it up. He chose his men wisely, 
and his remonstrance wisely appealed to past experience 
of what breaking the law had done for past generations, 
bringing ‘‘this evil’’ under which the present genera- 
tion still smarted. 

What the nobles said or did is not told us, but appar- 
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ently they did not do much, for the abuse went on, 
Therefore more drastic measures followed. The appeal 
to conscience and experience having failed, Nehemiah 
fell back on authority. He had tried to persuade the 
profaners of the day to give up coming into Jerusalem, 
and, as they would not listen, he changed his tone, and 
said, ‘‘ Very well ; you shall not come in.’’ Rulers are 
not to ‘‘ bear the sword in vain,’’ but they should not 
flourish it in vain, or unnecessarily. From twilight to 
twilight keep the gates shut, and no burdens can come 
in, but try moral suasion first. 

The closed gates were put in charge of Nehemiah’s 
‘**servants,’’—his budyguard, or personal attendants, 
whom he could trust not to open them for a bribe. 
There is almost a touch of humor in the description of 
the sellers of wares of all kinds coming up to the closed 
gates, and having to stop outside all night with their 
miscellaneous property, and in the narration of the 
complete success in stamping out the practice. They 
were persistent, and came back ‘‘once or twice,’’ hop- 
ing for some relaxation of the regulation. But they 
were no match for Nehemiah's iron will, and he was 
clearly within his rights as governor when he gave warn- 
ing that he would have no bivouacking round the walls, 
which might develop into an attack on the walls. The 
threat of using military force to prevent such an irregu- 
larity was enough, and, not without a half-smile at his 
own success, Nehemiah tells us that ‘‘they came no 
more on the sabbath.’ No wonder! They had little 
fear of God, but they had a wholesome fear of Nehe- 
miah, and had learned that he said what he meant, and 
did what he said. 

But he was not satisfied with putting down the evil. 
He took precautions against its recurrence, and gave the 
gates permanently into the charge of a band of his 
stanch adherents, the Levites, on the sabbath. Sothe 
abuse was put down, and Nehemiah very characteristi- 
cally asks God to ‘‘remember this also,’’ as well as his 
other acts of faithfulness to the law. We need not take 
offense at such a petition, or.think it savors of Phari- 
saical self-righteousness, for it is in harmony with the 
whole spirit of the old covenant, of which the key-note 
was, ‘‘ This do, and thou shalt live." The prayer itself 
shows that, while Nehemiah knew that he had done ac- 
cording to the revealed will of God in this matter, he 
had to make his appeal to the divine greatness of mercy, 
as needing forgiveness, like all men. His plea is that 
he may be “‘spared,’’ for he knows that if God should 
mark iniquity he could not stand. 

The incident may yield some valuable lessons. In 
the first place, we may see in it an illustration of the 
new spirit infused into the nation by the experiences of 
the exile, and which continued to increase in force till it 
became excessive ; namely, the spirit of legalism, the 
scrupulous observance of the ceremonial law. The 
captivity cured the people of idolatry, but it did not let 
them to the height of a spiritual religion, and the exter- 
nals prescribed by the law became real idols, and that 
increasingly until the days of Jesus. It is easier to ‘* tithe 
mint ard anise and cummin "’ than to ‘' do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God,’’ and so the 
religious reformation effected by the exile carffe to little 
more than nard external observance of a ritual and a 
series of prescriptions as to conduct. It became so be- 
cause of a permanent tendency in human nature, and 
we have to be on our guard against that tendency quite 
as much as any Pharisee of them all. 

But Nehemiah’s care for sabbath observance is not to 
be brushed aside as ‘' legalism.’’ ‘' The sabbath is 
made for said Jesus, and that declaration in- 
volves, besides its other implications, that the seventh 
day's rest from labor is essential to well-being, and is 
not merely an appointment of Jewish law for Jews, but a 
universal obligation, or rather privilege, quite irrespec- 
tive of the prescriptions of the Mosaic law. The re- 
ligious use of the day and its character as a day of rest 
are distinct. 


man,’ 


If~there were no worshiping assemblies, 
there would none the less be need for it in order to the 
physical well-being of a community, and, still more, in 
order to preserve the vigor and spring of mind and en- 
ergy of toil in the rest of the weck. The surest way to 
make daily work a burden too heavy is to rob a people of 
God's gift ofasabbath. Experience shows //até in the Latin 
races of Southern Europe, where work is listless because 
unintermitting, and the pleasure of some means the toil 
of not a few. They are the worst enemies of the labor- 
ing classes who seck to destroy the seventh day's rest 


it 
 _ 
a 
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from labor. If we begin by making it a day of pleasure, 
we shall soon find ita day of toil. 

Being a day of rest, it is fittingly a day of worship, 
and, if we know ourselves, and desire to keep our devo- 
tion alight, we shall thankfully accept and use it as such. 
We hear much nowadays about a religion diffused 
through all life, which needs no set seasons. But if 
there is to be a stream of devotion through our dusty 
lives, there must be reservoirs from which it flows, else 
it will soon be lost in the sands. A true Christian will 
be thankful for the day of the Lord. He will find better 
rest in worship and service than in pleasure and so- 
called recreation, and will echo with all his heart George 
Herbert's words : 


**O day most calm, most bright, 
The week were dark but for thy light, 
Thy torch doth show the way;”’ 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Editor's Note.—A leaflet giving ampledirections for the wise 
conduct of a senior Bible class, and a list of books which will 
be useful to such a class following the present lessons, will be 
sent free by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, to any one, 
upon request. Each week's issue of The Sunday School Times 
will be needed by every member of a class that is following the 
course. Free specimen copies of any issue will be sent, on 
application, to any ene who desires to introduce this course. 
Any book mentioned in the list or during the course of the studies 
may be purchased from The Sunday School Times. 


Nehemiah 13. 


I, Tat GENERAL PREPARATION, 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

The wall was completed and probably dedicated in 
the year 445 B.C. After a dozen years, Nehemiah 
came for a second time to Jerusalem as governor. This 
time his purpose was distinctly that of reform. He in- 
stituted a number of measures tending to purify the 
external religious life of the Jewish community, (1) 
cleansing the temple store-room, set apart by the chief 
priests for the use of Tobiah, and restoring it to its nor- 
mal function (13 : 4-9) ; (2) restoring the Levites to their 
wonted functions and privileges, and ensuring the con- 
tinuance of the arrangement (13 : 10-14) ; (3) insisting 
that the sabbath should be kept holy, and the huckster- 
ing entirely cease (13 : 15-22) ; (4) putting an end to the 
growing practice of marrying with foreigners (13 : 23-27) ; 
(5) expelling the arch offender, the grandson of Eliashib 
(13: 28); (6) regulating the temple service. A busy 
visit it must have been, and of the greatest importance 
to Judaism. According to the order of chapters in 
Nehemiah, these events happened long after the formal 
adoption of the law (Neh. 8-10). According to some 
interpreters, it is probable that the order of chapters 
does not represent order in time, and that Nehemiah’s 
reforms were really the most potent influence which pre- 
pared the way for the coming of Ezra (thirty years after) 
and the institution of the law. If this latter view is cor- 
rect, Nehemiah, still at the head of the community (8 :9; 
10 : 1), was quite an old man. 

After 397 B.C., at the very latest, Judaism proper be- 
gan. Life under the written law, led by earnest scribes 
who found their forum in the democratic synagogue, was 
both broad and narrow. The Books of Joel) and Jonah 
finely illustrate this. In the one, extravagant lamenta- 
tion over a drought, because it cut off the daily oblation 
(1 : 9, 13), and a promise that all hostile nations will be 
ruthlessly destroyed (3 : 13); in the other, a stern re- 
buke to the narrowmindedness which would rejoice over 
such destruction. 


Il. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

[These references are collated for the benefit of those who are able to 
secure and use one or two good reference books. Fora list which speci- 
fies a wide range of books, see the Editor's note above. The success of 
the work is not dependent on the purchase of any books whatever; they 
are to be regarded as an aid highly recommended to those who are able 
to consult them.] 


Professor Kent's ‘‘ History of the Jewish People’’ 
(186-197, 215-223, and the following pages) is the best 
reference book for this period in which Judaism was 
born. It takes account of all the facts. Hunter's clos- 
ing chapters (II, 230-313) are equally helpful as far as 
they go. Cornill (166-168) is excellent, but very meager. 
For the prophetic messages of the period, see ‘‘ Mes- 
sages of the Later Prophets"’ (279-319). 
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Ili. Questions ror Stupy AND Discussion. 

[To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 
members of the class. The references in brackets are to the other lesson 
helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.]} 


1. Nehemiah Redivivus. (1.) Wat did this ener- 
getic statesman set out to do on his return to Judah ? 
(2.) What light do we get upon him as a man from these 
measures, but especially from 
(13 : 14, 31.) 

2. His Sabbath Reform. (3.) In what various ways was 
the sabbath at Jerusalem being desecrated ? Was Nehe- 
miah’s method of stopping the profanation the ideal 
one? [Geikie: 9§ 3, 4. 
McLaren : {{ 2-5.] 

3. The Reform of Mixed Marriages. (4.) Why were 
such unions so subversive of the best interests of Juda- 
ism? Were they undesirable on all grounds? (5.) 
Would Nehemiah have had a reply for one who quoted 
to him the Book of Ruth or Isaiah 49 : 6, etc. ? 

4. The Samaritan Schism. (6.) By the expulsion. of 
Sanballat’s son-in-law (vs. 28, 29) and his associates, 
Nehemiah caused the establishment of a rival worship 
on Mt. Gerizim. Was this fortunate for Judaism, or the 
reverse ? 

5. Judaism. (7.) Define Judaism as related to the 
outside world and as a religious system. Would we ap- 
prove these characteristics to-day? Was there a special 
reason for them then? (8.) Which was the founder of 
Judaism, —Ezra with his law, or Nehemiah with his in- 
fluence ? 


his naive petitions? 
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aay 


Critical Notes: vs. 15, 16. 


6. The Book of Joel: Judaism's Interests and Expec- 
tations. (9.) Characterize the Book of Joel (a) in its 
idea of a sweeping calamity (chap. 1); note the climax ; 
(4) in its promises ; note the attitude of foreign nations. 

7. The Book of Jonah: A Rebuke to Judaistic Nar- 
rowness. {10.) Read the book purely as a description 
of God's attitude toward mankind. Would it have been 
appropriate to the age of Judaism ? 

IV. SoME LEADING THOUGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

Nehemiah wzs vigorous and brave. Was he also 
always wise? Could he have established Judaism sin- 
gle-handed ? It is an interesting question whether great 
reforms do.not compel co-operation, if they are to be 
permanent. 

Nehemiah reformed the sabbath by law. Thus we 
try to do. Is this the most important step to take 
toward this desired end ? 

After all, however, should we not welcome a few Gods 
fearing, energetic, unselfish, Nehemiahs to-day ? 


Yale University. 
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Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 
Why and How We Should Keep the Sabbath 
HY should we keep the Sabbath ? 


are several reasons. 
mands it. 


For this there 
First, because God com- 
That of itself would be“ sufficient reason, 
even if there were no other; for God never comnyrands 
us to do anything that is not for our good. He is no 
tyrant, who loves to burden his creatures with needless 
rules, All his commandments are calculated for our 
welfare, and even if we do not always see this, it is none 
the less true, But in this case we are well able to seé 
other reasons why we should keep the Sabbath, for our 
bodies need rest. This is a most active age, and we 
rush at such a pace for six days in the week that we need 
the rest of the Sabbath more than men haveever done. 
It has been proved over and over again that a man can 
do more work in six days than he can in seven, and bet- 
ter work at that ; for the rest of one day fits him to work 
at his best, while, if he works every day in the week, he 
soon wears out. It is to the advantage of the day 
laborer that he stop for one day in seven, and it is suici- 
dal for him to resent all legislation that aims to give this 
to him. 

But if we are not day laborers, but students or in busi- 
ness, we-still need a day of rest ; for our minds need the 
rest as much as do the bodies of those who use pick and 
shovel. A successful merchant once said, ‘‘If it had 
not been for the Sabbath, I have no doubt I should have 
been a maniac long ago.'’ Mr. Gladstone, though one 
of the busiest men in the world, having often the weight 
of an empire resting on his shoulders, was accustomed 
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to reserve the Sabbath for rest. There is not much 
doubt that his long life was, in part at least, due to his 
obedience to this law of God. If, then, we had only 
bodies and minds, we should need the rest of one day, 
in seven. But we have souls as well as bodies and 
minds, and our souls need time for spiritual refreshment 
and nurture. This cannot be had adequately on week- 
days, for the pressure of our daily tasks is too great to 
allow this. We need to take time for the study of the 
Word of God, and for worship, and for meditation on 
the things that pertain to the other world, towards which 
time is fast nearing us. So far as our experience goes, 
it is not possible to maintain a high spiritual life unless 
we obey this command of God and keep the Sabbath 
holy. 

Now ask another question, How should we keep the 
Sabbath day? (1.) Stop all unnecessary work yourself. 
Be careful about putting off all manner of things to Sun- 
day as a good day on which to do them. (2.) Stop 
making work for others that is not also necessary. Much 
may be done in households to help servants to keep the 
day. Extra dinners and all manner of other things may 
well be omitted for that day. This applies to the matter 
of travel, which should be avoided as much as possible. 
(3-) See to it that your spiritual nature is cared for just as 
carefully as your bodily health is ministered to, To do 
this, we must attend the house of God and hear his 
word, We must worship him in his courts with our 
fellow-believers. We must also have some time for 
private prayer and thought more than that of_the usual 
weekd:y. If in these ways we are as careful to feed our 
souls as we are to feed our bodies, we shall grow spirit- 
ually as well as mentally and physically, as God intends 
that we should. 


New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


A* opportunity should be given the scholars to recall 
their knowledge of Nehemiah, answering questions 
Upon lessons in November. What was Nehemiah’s 
office under the king in Shushan the palace? What did 
he hear about Jerusalem which made him mourn and 
fast and pray? What do you remember of his prayer ? 
How was his prayer answered in the king’s favor to 
him? Recall Nehemiah’s journey, his visit to the 
broken walls, his resolves for rebuilding, systematized 
» plans for workers, how they worked and watched and 
prayed. Let the scholars describe the great meeting 
and Scripture reading, when all were attentive. How 
do we know that children were at the Bible-reading ? 
What joyful feast was kept soon after ? 

Nehemiah's Second Stay in Jerusalem.—The first 
time Nehemiah asked leave to go to Jerusalem, the king 
asked, ‘‘ For how long shall thy journey be?"’ ‘And 
when wilt thou return ?'’ Probably Nehemiah was not 
sure how to answer, but time proved that he stayed 
twelve years in Jerusalem, and then was recalled by 
Artaxerxes. After five years, he again asked, and 
gained permission to go a second time to Judea. Nehe- 
miah was pained to find that priests and people had 
been doing wic ._y in his absence. Ezra the priest 
had died, and they had broken the written Covenant the 
princes, priests, and Levites had made and sealed. 

The Temple Profaned.—One of the priests, named 
Eliashib, had charge of the rooms in the temple court, 
where were kept supplies of meat offerings, corn, frank- 
incense, wine, and oil, to be used in worship with the 
sacred vessels of the temple. Tobiah, a heathen, was 
connected with Eliashib by some marriage of relatives, 
and to provide a home for the heathen the priest moved 
out the temple supplies and holy vessels, and fitted the 
place for Tobiah and his family. Nehemiah was not 
only grieved, but vexed. He promptly cast out the 
‘* household stuff of Tobiah,"’ «‘ they cleansed the cham- 
bers,’ and he had the temple vessels and supplies brought 
again to their proper place. Unlawful marriages shocked 
Nehemiah so that, in indignation, he struck the men, 
and plucked off their hair. A grandson of the high- 
priest had married a daughter of Sanballat, the enemy 
who, with Tobiah, had mocked and despised the build- 
ers years before. Nehemiah chased away the son-in- 
law of his old enemy, and asked the Lord te remember 
that they had defiled the priesthoed. 
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Tithes Withheld.—The Jews had always been taugh, 
and had promised, to bring offerings for the altariof tlie 
Lord. They were to give the first-fruits of the ground 
and of the trees, the best of the flocks and herds, to the 
priests and Levites. Nehemiah found that this had 
been withheld. The officers of the temple and the sing- 
ers were not paid, and they had gone to their homes 
and their fields. Priests and people had not observed 
Nehemiah contended with the no- 
bles, asking, ‘‘ Why is the house of God forsaken ?"’ If 
the people brought offerings, they were not the choicest 
of the flock, without blemish, but the lame and the sick, 
those of least value to use or to sell. They asked the 
same question that many do now about a whole-hearted 
religious life, ‘Does it pay ?'’ The prophet Malachi 
reproved and rebuked. Read in the Book of Malachi 
how he begged Israel to return and entreat the favor of 


religious worship. 


God, and to any who would hear he gave the promise 
of blessing that those who fear the Lord shall be to him 
‘¢a peculiar treasure.’’ 

The Sabbath 
him on the sabbath, and saw strange sights. 


Dishonored.—Nehemiah looked about 
What 
would you think if, on some Sunday morning, instead of 
church bells, you heard shouts from men loading their 
beasts with sheaves and heaps of grain ; of fruit-sellers 
bringing fine grapes and figs, wine merchants with bot- 
tles of skins full of new wine for sale ; and in a public 
square a fish-market, also tables and frames spread with 
fine goods and embroideries for exhibition and. trade? 
All this and more Nehemiah saw on the sabbath, week- 
day business and work going on ; men were trampling 
on the floor of wine-presses to crush the grapes, and 
the juice flowed down into great vats beneath. In every 
way men were striving to buy, and sell, and get gain. 

A Reformer.—Nehemiah resolved to enforce sabbath 
law. He went first to the nobles, and ‘‘ contended ”’ 
with them, asking, ‘‘ What evil thing is this that ye do, 
and profane the sabbath day ?'’ He reminded them of 
past sins, and charged them with bringing more wrath 
upon Israel. Then he acted in the matter, ordered the 
city gates to be closed at sundown before the sabbath, 
and not to be opened until the sabbath was past, with 
guards at the gates allowing no entrance for business. 
The traders for two nights lodged outside in vain, but 
when they found their marketing spoiled, and the risk 
of being robbed, they came no more. Who went to the 
temple on the sabbath, and found tables of money- 
changers and the sale of doves, sheep, and oxen ? 
did he drive them out? 
made his Father's house ? 

Remember.—Which only one of the Ten Command- 
ments begins with a charge to remember? Is the com- 
mand to keep the sabbath holy as binding now as in the 
time of Moses, of Nehemiah, and when Jesus twice 
‘* cleansed the temple'’ ? 


Louisville, Ky. 
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What did Jesus say they had 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Annie S. Harlow 


ENTRAL Trutu.—The Sabbath a sign of God's 
love. 

Introduction.—A wise shepherd once built a strong 
sheepfold (sketch or use a paper sheepfold by the Mil- 
ton Bradley Company) on the sunny side of a hill, and 
there every night he gathered his flock within the walls, 
which seemed to say to the sheep, ‘‘ Come close to your 
shepherd, and be happy in his presence and care ; outside 
there are dangers.’” You see that these walls were a sign 
to the sheep of their shepherd's loving care, just as it is 
a sign of mother’s loving care when she puts a gate 
across the doorway to keep: the baby near to herself and 
from the dangers outside, and as it is a sign of her lov- 
ing care when she puts the gate of command across your 
way to keep you from doing that which would bring you 
pain and sorrow. 

With this same love our kind heavenly Father buiids 
around us many walls of protection to keep us near to 
himself and from the dangers that are outside his walls. 
Perhaps you have never thought of it, but the sabbath 
day is one of these walls. God has given it to us asa 
sign of his loving care, and it says to us, ‘‘ Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy,’’ or, Don't go outside 
and work or play as you do other days, but come a little 
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closer to your heavenly Father, and take time to think 
more of what he has done for you, and be glad that God 
loves you so much as to give you every seven days this 
sign of his care. 

Sometimes men and women have broken these walls, 
and worked just the same as on other days, but after a 
while they have found that it was a very wise Father 
who said, ‘*Six days shalt thou labor, and do ali thy 
work,'’ but the seventh day is to be a sweet day of rest. 

I am sorry to say that I know of some boys and girls - 
who have broken right through :this wall, and spent 
money on the way to Sunday-school. How grieved the 
If these children had stayed 
inside the wall that says, ‘‘ Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy,’’ 


Saviour must have been ! 


they would not have taken the money 
that really did not belong to them, but was given as an 
offering for God's house. Every time we break the Sab- 
bath we open a way for some other wrong to creep in. 
(The above is meant only as a hint, as in many places 
the children are not tempted in this way, but every lo- 
cality has its special temptations, This lesson gives an 
excellent opportunity to warn against these temptations, 
showing that, when yielded-to, they break the wall of 
protection, and let in many devouring wolves. ) 
** A Sabbath well spent 

Brings a week of content, 

And plenty of health on the morrow ; 

But a Sabbath profaned [spent in week-day 

work or pleasure], 
Whatever is [seemingly] gained, 
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.’’ 


Note. —A*primary teacher in Nova Scotia said that a 
young man who had learned the above stanza in his 
primary class, returning, after several years of sojourn in 
Paris, said that, while he did not enter this city of pecu- 
liar Sabbath-breaking temptations as a Christian, these 
words kept him from profaning the day, and the re- 
straint eventually brought him to the Saviour. 

You remember that, on the day of the strange Sunday- 
school that met before the water gate of the city of Jeru- 
salem, the people promised to remember God's com- 
mandments and to obey him, but when Nehemiah went 
back to Shushan, the palace, the people forgot what 
God had promised to do for those who remembered his 
commandments, and they also forgot their pledge to obey 
him ; and on the sabbath day they worked as on other 
days, bringing into the city the grapes and the figs, and 
the sheaves which they had gathered in their fields, and 
the men who lived by the sea brought in their fish to 
sell on the sabbath day. Nehemiah said unto them, 
‘« Don't you remember how God punished your fathers 
when they disobeyed him in this way? Why will you 
also grieve him, and cause him to punish you too?" 
Then he commanded the gates to be shut when it began 
to be dark before the sabbath, and they were not to be 
opened till the day was over. 

After the men who came to the city with fish and all 
kind of goods found that the gates were shut so that 
they could not get in, and they were not allowed to 
sleep outside the wails, they came no more on the 
sabbath. 

You and I do not want to be like these people, who 
kept the sabbath day because they had to, but we will 
‘*remember to keep the sabbath day holy,'’ because 
we love God, and want to please him. 


‘*T am so glad that our Father in heave. 
Tells of his love in the day he hath given.” 


We rejoice that he has given us this day as a sign of his 
love, and we will try to make it as he meant it to be, 
the sweetest, the pleasantest, —‘‘ the day of all the week 
the best.’’ 
Philadelphia. 
%% &% 


A Supplemental Question Course 
In and Out of the Lesson 


By John B. Smith 


OW many of you think you can recite all the Com- 

mandments perfectly? On how many tables of 

stene were the Ten Commandments written? (Two.) 

To what leader did God first give them? ({Moses.) On 
what mountain ? (Sinai.) For what nation ? (Israel.) 

2. The Commandments of the first table set forth our 

duties to whom ? (To God.) The second table? (Man.) 
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What does Jesus say is the First Commandment? 
(Matt. 22 : 37, 38.) What does he say is the Second ? 
(Matt. 22 : 39.) What does he say hangs on these two 
Commandments? (All the law and the prophets.) Let 
us recite together the first five Commandments, (Some 
assign the Fifth Commandment to the first table, ac- 
counting that duty to God requires obedience to parents 
as in his place.) 
ments. 


Let us recite the first five Command- 


3. What two commandments did Jesus give as equiva- 
lent to ali the ten? (Matt. 22 ; 37-39.) What did 
Jesus say if we loved him we should do for him ? (John 
14:15.) How does Paul explain that love fulfils the 
second table of the law ? (‘* Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law."’ 
Rom. 13: 10.) 

4. (Repeat the questions of third paragraph.) 

5. Name the ‘‘ beloved disciple.’ The forerunner 
of Christ (John the Baptist). The Israelite indeed 
(Nathanael). Whose name meant ‘‘a rock” ? (Peter’s.) 
Who was the apostle to the Gentiles? (Paul.) The 
apostle of the circumcision? (Peter.) Who was the 
doubting disciple? (Thomas.) Who chose the good 
part? (Mary.) Who was careful and troubled about 
many things? (Martha.) The strongest man? (Sam- 
son.) The oldest man? (Methusaleh.) The wisest man? 
(Solomon.) The meekest man ? (Moses. ) 

6. To wnat class of Old Testament books does Exodus 
belong ? (Pentateuch.) Joshua? (Historical.) Psalms ? 
(Poetical.) Esther ? (Historical.) Ezra? (Historical.) 
Isaiah ? (Major prophets.) Obadiah ? (Minor prophets. ) 
Jonah? (Minor prophets.) Ruth? (Historical.) Deu- 
teronomy ? (Pentateuch.) Malachi ? (Minor prophets.) 
What is the title of the lesson to-day? Golden Text? 
Of which Commandment is it a part? 


Berlin, Conn. 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 


SABBATH 


WALL 


7 . a 


What did Nehemiah build around Jerusalem ? What 
is the good of a wall? 








It keeps out the enemies, — 
Sanballat and Tobiah, and the other enemies of God's 
people. The city’s wall was part of the city’s character, 

As soon as the wall was built, Nehemiah gathered the 
people together, and they studied the law of God, free 
from the fear of their enemies. So the wall helped 
them to worship God. 

In our lesson to-day, after Nehemiah has been absent 
in Persia for some time, he returns ; and now we see 
the wall in use again, (point). Tell 
me some of the things he found them doing on the 
sabbath. Did he say, ‘‘ You see how it is: they will do 
it'’’ ? What did he do? Did they all like it? No, but 
he kept the gates shut just the same. The people inside 
had a chance to observe God's sabbath, free from temp- 


This time it is 


tation ; end the heathen outside learned a big lesson. 

Does God want us to keep his holy day ? What does he 
like to have us do on that day ? (Draw out answers cover- 
ing rest, worship, soul-culture, doing good.) Suppose 
there were no sabbath ; we went to school, father to 
work, mother to her household cares, just as on other 
days, —should we be better or worse ? Would our lot be 
easier or harder? Should we be getting nearer to God, 
or drifting farther away ? 

Is there any danger of our losing the sabbath nowa- 
days? (Refer to familiar forms of Sabbath desécration. ) 
Seems as if we needed a sabbath wall, too. How can 
we have it? I'll tell_you. Did you ever hear of that 
great general who was called Stonewall Jackson? That 
was not his real name; but one day, when the battle 
was hottest, somebody pointed over to his troops and 
said. «‘ There stands Jackson, like a stone wall !'’ Every 
soldier was doing his duty. Now, why cannot our Sun- 
day-school join hands and make a stone wall like 
Nehemiah's around the sabbath day? (Suggest a few 
rules for better sabbath observance.) We ought to be 
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able to keep that wall up ; for Jesus is our Nehemiah 
now. 
Trenton, N. J. 
< 


Suggested Hymns and Psalms 

(References in parentheses are to ‘* Bible Songs '’) 
** Light of light, enlighten me.” ? Psalm 65 : 1-5. 
** Another six days’ work is done." . (84: 
**O day of rest and gladness.” Fealm 43: (s8 : 
** This is the day the Lord hath made.”’ Psalm 24 : 3-8. 
** Welcome, sweet day of rest.’’ (31: 
‘* Thine earthly sabbaths, Lord, we love."’ Psalm 4 fons 
** Beautiful day, lovely thy light."’ Psalm 118: B 
‘* How sweet, upon this sacred day."’ (171: 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


EVIEW.—What are some of the evils that intem- 

perance brings to the drunkard? to his family 

and friends ? to the community and nation? What can 
we do to promote temperance ? 

1. NEHEMIAH’S SABBATH.—About how long did Ne- 
hemiah remain at Jerusalem on his first visit? Why 
did he return again to Persia? What evils crept in dur- 
ing his absence? (Nehemiah 13 : 4-10.) What does 
the contemporary prophet, Malachi, charge upon the 
people? (Mal. 1:7, 8; 2: 14-16; 3:5, 9.) How did 
Nehemiah reform these abuses? In what ways was the 
sabbath desecrated ? (vs. 15, 16.) How must the cap- 
tivity have predisposed the people to this sin? What 
would be the influence of their heathen neighbors ? 
What would be the financial temptation? How did 
Nehemiah show his courage in the choéice he made of 
persons to rebuke? What had been the effect of sab- 
bath-breaking upon the nation? What measure for the 
preservation of the sabbath did Nehemiah take ?. When 
did their sabbath begin? Why did Nehemiah put the 
Levites im the place of his servants? Why were they 
to cleanse themselves before undertaking the task? 
Why does Nehemiah, three times in the course of his 
story, pray the prayer of verse 22? 

2. Our SABBATH.—What did Christ teach about the 
Sabbath ? Why was the change made from Saturday to 
Sunday ? How does Sabbath-keeping strengthen the 
Christian ? the church? the nation? How is Sabbath 
observance to be promoted ? 

Boston. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By the late Dr. William Wright 


ve READING WINEPRESSES ON THE SABBATH.’’— 

The remains of wine-presses are frequently met 
with throughout Syria and Palestine. Twenty were 
found on the site of Gezer alone. They were gerrerally 
hewn out of the solid rock near the threshing-floor, and 
the picture of asses laden with sheaves and grapes and 
figs is true to Oriental methods, The wine-press was 
sometimes a shallow depression on the surface of a 
rock, but more often they were deep troughs. Bunches 
of grapes were threwn into such presses, and men, and 
sometimes women, trampled them down with their bare 
feet, and the juice flowed down a little furrow or through 
a small opening into a vessel placed to receive it. 
Treading the wine-press was light labef, and would be 
looked upon as a kind of amusement; and the people, 
who during the exile had doubtless ceased to observe 
the sabbath in the ancient rigorcus spirit, and who had 
partly forgotten the law of thc sabbath, would readily 
take to the treading out of the grapes and such light 
labor on the sabbath day. ; 

‘*THERE Dwe_T MEN OF TYRE ALSO THEREIN, WHO 
BROUGHT IN FISH, AND ALL MANNER OF WARE.’’—This 
was entirely in accordance with the enterprising habits 
of the Phenicians. Their ships found their way to the 
remotest commercial harbors and plowed the inland 
rivers of remote continents. Their pedlers carried their 
wares over the hills of Judea to Jerusalem. Jewish art 
was almost unknown, and Sidonians and Tyrians sup- 
plied the Jews with articles of luxury as well as with the 
things that were in daily use. Hence, while we dig 
and explore in search of Hebrew remains, we stumble 
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only on the work of Phenician hands. Wherever the 
prospect of gain drew the Phenicians, there they planted 
their colonies ; and it was a sign of religious indifference 
on the part of the returned exiles that the Tyrians were 
permitted to live in their midst and scandalize the Holy 
City by introducing a Phenician sabbath. 

‘*WHEN THE GATE OF JERUSALEM,’’ ETC.—The city 
was surrounded by a wall, which had gates opening at 
intervals to the leading thoroughfares, as at the present 
day. These are still shut at night and opened in the 
morning, but Nehemiah kept them closed throughout 
the sabbath, and thus put an end to sabbath trading. 
The success of Nehemiah was great, and the Jews; from 
being lax with regard to the observance of the sabbath, 
came, in the days of our blessed Lord, to the most scru- 
pulous and mechanical devotion to the letter that killeth. 

London, England. 
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Lesson Plan 
Topic: Sabbath Observance Diligently Enforced. 
Analysis 


I, SABBATH-BREAKING INDULGED (vs. 15, 16, 20). 


1. At the Winepress : 
Some treading winepresses on the sabbath (15). 
They . .. gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes ( Judg. 
9 : 27). 
The winepress was trodden without the city (Rev. 14 : 20). 
2. Atthe Harvest Work: 
Some... bringing in sheaves (15). 
Bringing his sheaves with him (Psa. 126 : 6). 
As a cart presseth that is full of sheaves (Amos 2: 13). 
3 Onthe Common Roads: 
Some... lading asses therewith (15). 
They laded their asses with their corn (Gen. 42: 26). 
Bear no burden on the sabbath day ( Jer. 17: 21). 
4- Inthe Market Places: 
Wine, grapes, and figs,...they brought... onthe sabbath (15). 


Victual of meal, ... figs, .. . wine, and oil (1 Chron. 
12: 40) 


40). 
Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, eat (1 Cor. 10: 25). 


. Taisins, . 


5. By the Foreign Merchants: 
Men of Tyre... brought in fish, . and sold on the sabbath 
(16). ; 


The oy of the land bring ware. . . on the sabbath (Neh, 10: ‘ 


31). 
Ships of Tarshish were thy caravans (Ezek. 27 : 25). 
6. About the City Gates: 

Sellers of all kind of ware lodged without (20). 


Neither be partakers of other men’s sins (1 ‘Tim. 5 : 22). 
Without are the dogs : $6> 


II, SABBATH-KEEPING ENFORCED (vs. 15, 17-19, 21, 22). 
1. By Testimony : 

I testified against them (15). 

I testify .. . that ye shall surely perish (Deut. 8 : 19). 
Testifying . . . that Jesus was the Christ (Acts 18: 5). 
2. By Expostulation: 

What evil thing is this ye do, and profane the sabbath ? (17.) 
Turn ye, turn ye;... for why will ye die ? (Ezek. 33 : 11.) 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? (Acts 9: 4.) 

3. By Warning: 

Ye bring more wrath. .. by profaning the sabbath (18). 
The soul that sinneth, it shall die (Ezek. 18:4). ~ 
‘The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6: 23). 

4. By Action: 

1 commanded that the doors shou'd be shut (19). 

Go to and fro, . . . and slay every man his brother ( Exod. 32: 27). 
He shall separate them one from another (Matt. 25 : 32). 
5- By Persistence: 

If ye do so again, I will lay hands on you (21). 

Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times (2 Kings 13 : 19). 
Let us not be weary in well-doing (Gal. 6: 9). 
6. By Precaution: 

1 commanded the Levites that they... keep the gates (22). 
Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish (Psa. 2: 12). 

That ye may be able to withstand in the evil day (Eph. 6: 13). 
7- By Devoutness : 
Remember unto me, O my God, this also (22). 


Remember me, O my God, concerning this (Neh. 13 : 14). 
Remember me, O my God, for good (Neh. 13 : 31). 


TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER: Varied Experiences under Jeho- 
vah’s Administration. 

GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER : Bless ‘the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.—Psa. 103 : 2. 
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International Home Readings 


Mon.—Neh. 13: 15-22. Keeping the sabbath. 
TUES.—Gen. 1: 26 to 2:3. ‘The sabbath appointed. 
WED.—Jer. 17: 19-27. Sabbath to be hallowed. 
THURS.—Ezek. 20: 10-20. Sabbath-breaking denounced. 
Fr1.—Isa. 56: 1-7.. Blessings in keeping. 
SaT.—Isa. 58: 8-14. Sabbath joy. 
Sun.—Luke 6: 1-10. Christ's teaching. 


(There Home Readings are the selections ef the Intemational Bible 
Reading Association.) 
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Books and Writers 


Special Treatises on New 
Testament Topics 


Editor’s Note.—The books noticed in this article have appeared 
uring the past summer and spring. A forthcoming review will 


over the very latest books in the New Testament field. 
) HE perennial interest in what is properly termed the 
higher criticism of the Gospels is indicated by the 
pearance of a new theory in regard to the origin of the 
ur narratives, by Joseph Palmer, Zhe Gospel Problems 
d their Solution (London: H. R. Allenson. 65.), 
ich recognizes the historicity of all four, but in a de- 
but spirit seeks to account for the differences of order 
d language, The author finds the current theories 
satisfactory, and accepts the following : ‘‘-That the 
rrative parts of the Gospels were written soon after, 
nd for the most part immediately after, the events hap- 
ned which they relate, and that the reports of Christ's 
nger addresses were taken down as they were spoken."" 
is general statement is enlarged by three others, 1. 
That our Lord was accustomed to speak’’ in both 
ramaic and Greek, the Synoptists giving addresses in 
he former language ; John, those spoken in the latter. 
‘‘That the records in the Synoptic Gospels large’y 





onsist of the united testimony of the apostles, given at 
he time in company, and severally reported by the 

riters."’ 3. That the notes used by Matthew and 
SLuke became disarranged, and that, in the case of the 
latter, the original writer did not assist the ‘‘ redactor’’ 
in the present arrangement. These positions are de- 
ended by an array of what the author deems ‘ over- 
whelming evidence’’ (p, 26), and his method and the 
character of the ‘‘evidence’’ compare very favorably 
with those employed by German scholars in connection 
with the same problems. 

A brochure by Professor. C. S. Beardslee, Christ s 
tstimate of Himself (Hartford: Hartford Seminary 
Press. 25 cents), discusses briefly but thoroughly the 
ppic indicated by the title. The method is historical. 
e evidence from the gospel records is divided into 
Deriods, and the result is stated as follows : ‘‘From the 
Start the thought of Jesus fathomed and encompassed 
all the depth and majesty of the Messianic scheme. In 
each and every period alike he figures as the delegate of 
God, anointed Redeemer and Judge, prepared for suf- 
fering and shame, and fully assured of highest final 


” 


dominion and renown. It is an admirable monograph 
in conception and execution. 

Of wider range is a volume by Norman L. Walker, 
D.D., Jesus Christ and his Surroundings (New York 
and Chicago : Fleming H. $1.25), 
dealing to some extent with what the Germans call 
Zeltgeschichte, but entering more closely into the per- 


Revell Company. 


sonal relations of our Lord to his contemporaries on 
earth, The concluding chapters discuss some theo- 
logical aspects of the evangelical narrative. The book 
is not a life of Christ, but what its title announces it to 
be. Accordingly it takes up many minor incidents, and 
seeks to invest them with fresh interest from the point of 
view already indicated. This method is apt to lead to 
mystical interpretations, but Dr. Walker has usually 
guarded himself from fanciful expositions, and has cer- 
tainly made an attractive and stimulating treatise on his 
chosen theme. 

Another booklet, but specially designed for Bible 
classes, is by William H. Sallmon, entitled Studies in 
the Miracles of Jesus (New York : International Com- 
mittee of the Young Men's Christian Association. Paper, 
20. cents). The author's experience has enabled him to 
prepare outline studies, rather than exegetical comments, 
furnishing good examples of method to both teacher and 
pupils in adult Bible classes. The effort is to lead all to 
accurate study of the text itself. 

A chief merit of Professor G. H. -Gilbert's new work, 
The Student s Life of Paul (New York : The Macmillan 
Company. $1.25), is its biographical character. It 
treats of the life of the great apostle without entering 
upon the study of his theological teaching ; and the his- 
torical data are presented clearly and concisely, after 
thorough scientific investigation, not only of the original 
sources, bu_ 9f the recent theories in regard to the entire 
subject. The work is conveniently divided into chap- 
ters (fifteen in number), and these are subdivided in a 


manner convenient for the student Three appendices 
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discuss some of the questions raised by recent writers, 
mainly concerning the ‘‘sources,’’ the chronology of 
Paul's life, and the South-Galatian theory of Professor 
Ramsay. While the positions taken are conservative, 
the treatment is critical and historical in the best sense. 
No new and startling theories are advocated ; a second 
Roman imprisonment is accepted ; the dates in the life 
of Paul are thrown back a few years, but the extreme 
views of Harnack and others are not endorsed. The 
work deserves high praise and wide circulation. 

In connection with Professor Gilbert's book, notice 
may be given to a small pamphlet by J. C. Culbertson, 
M.D., Luke: The Beloved Physician (Cincinnati : Pub- 
lished by the Author. 25 cents), in which are presented 
‘*some thoughts pertaining to the versatility of attain- 
ments and marvelous genius of the man.’’ In full sym- 
pathy with Luke's profession, in devout recognition of 
the inspiration of the biblical writer, Dr. Culbertson sets 
forth the peculiar fitness of this person for the great 
work he took in hand as historian of the origin and 
spread of Christianity. 

A new volume in the Popular Biblical Library has 
been contributed by Professor Walter F. Adeney, en- 
titled Women of the New Testament (New York: E.sR. 
Herrick & Co. $1). 
the full dramatic portrayal of the women of the Old 


The author in his preface contrasts 


Testament with the ‘‘ meagre hints concerning the char- 
acter and doings of the women of the Gospel and apos- 
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tolic times. But, recognizing the direct relation which 
most of those named bear to the Lord himself, he finds 
sufficient material for an attractive series of sketches. 
Four chapters are devoted to the mother of our Lord, 
and eleven more to the believing women of the Gospels. 
Four chapters portray, not only believing women in 
apostolic times, but the wicked feminine representatives 
of the Herodian family and the symbolical women of 
the Apocalypse, the whole concluding with an essay on 
the treatment of women in the New Testament, in 
which some infererces are set aside. Pro- 
fessor Adeney regards Salome as the sister of Mary our 


mistaken 


Lord's mother; he rightly defends Mary Magdalene 
from traditional imputations, and discusses the charac- 
ter of Martha and Mary of Bethany with much discrimi- 
nation.” The treatment throughout, though popular, is 
based upon exact exegetical study. Hence the volume 
is trustworthy as well as interesting. 

A timely work on a single New Testament phrase has 
been fublished by the Rev. George Dana Boardman, 
The Kingdom (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. $2). 
The many misconceptions of this important term call 
for an exact exegetical treatment, and this the author 
has attempted, citing every passage referring to the 
‘‘kingdom of God,’’ or the ‘‘kingdom of heaven.’’ 
After some preliminary chapters, Dr. Boardman defines 
the kingdom, first negatively and then affirmatively. 
The positive statement is: ‘‘ The kingdom of God is 
God's reign in man’s heart through Jesus Christ,"’ 
‘‘God’s redemptive zon in and through Jesus his Son"’ 
(p. 26). This definition opposes several misconcep- 
tions, and is developed in the larger part of the volume. 
The Sermon on the Mount naturally comes in for full 
exposition, and the ideal character of the discourse is 
well stated. The chiliastic abuse of the idea of the 
kingdom is opposed, and the positions taken are exe- 
getically defensible and conservative. 
There is a large homiletic element in the discussions, 
which renders the volume more popular and edifying. 
A more compact treatise might have been made by pur- 
suing the strictly biblico-theological method ; but the 
added matter is pertinent and aptly introduced. 

Professor George B. Stevens has already made some 
important contributions on the theology »£ Paul and 
John. He now publishes 7he Theology of the New 
Testament (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. $2.50 
net) as part of the International Theological Library, a 
series already well known to biblical scholars. As the 
title of his work indicates, Professor Stevens here covers 
the entire field of New Testament theology. The criti- 
cal basis he accepts is, on the whole, conservative, 
though he states with fairness all the prevalent views. 
While inclining to the ‘‘two source’’ theory of the 
Synoptic Gospels, he does not regard it as a final solu- 
tion of the problem. The Fourth Gospel is accepted 
as genuine, and all of the Pauline Epistles, though 
doubt is allowed in regard to the later epistles. The in- 
terdependence of Jude and 2 Peter is explained by 
assuming the priority of the former. 


theologically 
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Seven parts treat respectively of the teaching of Jesus 
according to the Synoptic Gospels and the fourth Gos- 
pel, the primitive apostolic teaching, the theology of 
Paul, of the Epistle to the Hebrews, of the Apocalypse, 
and of John. This analysis will indicate the author's 
general view of New Testament theology. But he does. 
not assume antagonisms where there are only different 
phases of the same truth, or developments along the 
same line. Of course, many positions are taken in seem- 
ing opposition to cherished dogmatic statements, but 
modern exegesis and the historical method are so wisely 
employed that the volume must be stimulating even to 
Profes- 
sor Stevens recognizes the Adamic reference in Romans 
5 : 12-21, ‘its recognition of the significance of he- 
redity for the moral life of man,’’ but does not find Paul 
Like 
Professor Bruce, he does not introduce much of the ma- 
terial furnished by Ephesians. 


those who cannot accept the views it presents. 


suggesting’ the modern theories of original sin. 


Yet that epistle presents, 
in many respects, the highest development of Paul's 
theology, and furnishes the connecting link, in the prog- 
ress of doctrine, from the Pauline to the Johannean type 
of teaching. The thoroughness of the treatment may, 
however, be inferred from the Index of Texts, which 
covers thirteen pages at the close of the volume. The 
The helps in this 
department of theology hitherto furnished to American 
students have not been adapted to their special needs, 
Professor Stevens has met these needs, and ‘prepared a 
hand-book which It is 
constructive, not polemic ; 
critical, yet conservative ; stimulating, yet not startling ; 
and, while concise and compact, sufficiently thorough 
and detailed to be adequate for its purpose. 


appearance of this work is opportune. 


must have a wide influence, 
not destructive ; didactic, 
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The Monuments and the Old Testament: Evidence from 
Ancient Records. By Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor of Semitic Languages and Literatures in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. With maps and illustrations." 12mo, pp. 
328. Chicago: The Christian Culture Press, $1.50 net. 


Books on this attractive subject are numerous, and are 
multiplying. The differential character of ‘the, one now 
under notice is that it is a proportionately constructed 
manual. It is on a small scale compared with certain 
other works, and yet is full enough to be intelligible. It 
is a complete treatment of a theme, not a presentation 
of a few picturesque features or a gathering of materials 
in support of some biblical or archeological theory. In 
the Preface, the Introduction, and the first two chapters, 
Professor Price sketches the condition of the problem of 
Old Testament history a century ago, prior to the arche- 
ological discoveries that have since so illuminated it. 
The title of the first chapter, ‘‘A Fragmentary Old Tes- 
tament,’’ is not happy, but the chapter itself clearly 
brings out the important fact that what we are in the 
habit of calling the history recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment is really not history, but selections from history, 
made for the teaching of religious lessons. The second 
chapter, ‘‘A Lone Old Testament,’’ is a somewhat ex- 
aggerated statement as to the paucity of our materials 
for interpreting and testing Old Testament history prior 
The 
next four chapters compactly give information concern- 


to the recent decades of archeological discovery. 


ing the discoveries and decipherments that have been 
made, from the finding of the Rosetta stone until now. 
Then in fifteen chapters we have an account of the light 
thrown by these discoveries upon biblical events from 
those recorded of the Book of 
the Hit- 
and on the 
value of the discoveries that have been made, complete 
the treatment. Indexes and a list of books of reference 
areadded. The selection and arrangement of materials 
are judicious. 
trate. 


in Genesis to those 


Fsther. Four supplementary chapters, on 


tites, the Arameans, and the Samaritans, 


The illustrations are such as really illus- 
The book really gives information on the subject 
treated, and gives it in systematic and available form. 
In his treatment Professor Price has avoided controversy, 
preferring rather to state many points provisionally. It 
crops out occasionally, however, that his point of view 
in most matters is thoroughly conservative. 
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A Kipling Primer; Including Biblical and Critical Chapters, an 
Index to Mr. Kipling’s Principal Writings, and bibliog- 
raphies. By Frederic Lawrence Knowles, Editor of *‘ Golden 
Treasury of American Lyrics."" 1t2zmo, pp. 2%9. Boston: 
Brown & Co. $1.25 


Of the several handbooks and guides evoked by Mr. 
Kipling’ s sudden popularity, this by Mr. Knowles bears 






































































































































the fewest marks of haste, and consequent 
superficiality. The author has taken time 
and pains to his work, and, gives the 
reader information at once exact and suf- 
cient. 
mirer of Mr. K p!ing’s work, but by no 
means an extravagant one. He sees his 
author's limitations, such as his idoliza- 


He is, of course, a very warm ad- 


tion of the obvious and tangible forces of 
the world’s movement, to the neglect of 
those which are far more pervasive but 
less material. He also notes a disposition 
to make his characters say things too fine 
or too recondite to be in keeping with 
their spirits. The book not only helps us 
to know Kipling, but to weigh him justly. 


* 


Letters from Raiph Waldo Emerson to a 
Friend, 1838-1853. Edited by Charles Eliot 
Norton. 12amo, pp. 81. Boston: Hough- 
ton, Mifflin, & Co. $1. 


Professor Norton tells us no more of 
the unnamed friend of this correspon- 
dence than that he was seven years Em- 
erson'’s junior, had studied art and made 
collections in Europe, and was a man of 
affairs. The letters given are Emerson's 
only, and they show that he, like 
had his fits of the blues 
tliey generally reflect his 
ity, the vagueness of his 


Carlyle, 
But 
lofty equanim- 


at times. 


upward vision, 
and his careful limitation of his interest 
to his own elect. It is noteworthy that 
he puts Augustine's Confessions beside 
Homer's Iliad. Philadelphians will not 
be flattered by the estimate of their city 
which he records during a lecturing visit 
in 1844. Slight as is the correspondence, 
it adds to our understanding of a very 


‘notable American. 


%%% 
Books Received 


November 6 to November 13 


American Baptist Pub. Society, Philadelphia 
Romanism in [ts Home. By John H. Eager, 
D.D. §$rt. 
A. S. Barnes & Co., New York 
Songs of Work and Worship. By James 
Carter. 35 cents. 
The Bowen- Merrill Co., 
Riley Love-Lyrics. By 
Riley. With Life 
Dyer. $1.25. 
Henry T. Coates & Co., 
Rambles and Studies in 
Mahaffy. $3. 
Doubleday & McClure Company, New York 
Lay Sermons. By Howard W., Tilton. §t. 


Indianapolis 
James Whitcomb 
Pictures by William B. 


Philadelphia 
Greece. By J. 


Dudley and Burns, 11 Colborne St., Toronto 
The Canadian ‘ Congregational Year Book, 
1899-1900. Edited by Rev. William Wye 


Smith, 15 cents. 


Fred D. Ewell, 126-132 Market St., Chicago 
Vest Pocket Commentary on the International 
Sunday-School Lessons for Bible Teachers 
and Students. By the Rev. De Loss M. 
Tompkins, D.D. 25, 35, and 50 cents. 
Funk & Wagnalls Co., New York 
A Year's Prayer-Meeting Talks. By Rev. 
Louis Albert Banks, D.D.  §1. 
Headley Brothers, 14 Bishopgate Street 
Without, E. C., London 
Witnesses for Christ and Memorials of Church 
Life from the Fourth to the Thirteenth Cen- 
ee. By Edward Backhouse and Charles 
Tylor. ‘Third edition. tr s. 
Early Church History. Compiled by the Late 
Edward Backhouse. Edited and Enlarged 
by Charles Tylor. Fourth edition. 1 s. 


Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston 


The Little Fig-Tree Stories. By Mary Hallock 
Foote. §1. 


George W. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphia 
A Life of St. Paul for the Young. 


By George 
Ludington Weed. 50 cents. 


The Macmillan Company, New York 

A History of the Textual Criticism of the New 
Testament. By Marvin R. Vincent, D.D. 
75 cents. 

A History of New Testament Times in Palestine. 
175 B. C.-70 A. D. By. Shailer Mathews, 
A. M. 75 cents. 

Among English Hedgerows. Written and II- 
lustrated by Clifton Johnson. With an Intro- 
duction by Hamilton W. Mabie, §2.25. 

“ They that Walk in Darkness."’ By I. Zang- 
will. $1.50. 

A.C. McClurg & Co., 

The House of the Wizard. 
Taylor. $r.2s. 

A General Yt of American then. By 
Mary Fisher. 1.50. 


Chicago 


By M. Imlay 


Monograph Publishing Co., New York 

Foundations of Genealogy. By William Stowell 
Mills, LL.B. 

Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York 


The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club. 
By Charles Dickens. New Century Library. 
$1. 


James Nisbet & Co. 
Creator and Created. 
356d. 


, 21 Berners St., London 
By J. Macdonald Lane, 


Charles Scribner's Sons, New York 
A Child's Primer of Natural History. By Oliver 
Herford. $1.25. 
Two Years in Palestine 
Margaret Thomas. §5. 
Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York 
The Story of the Treasure Seekers. 
Nesbit. $1.50. 
Thomas Whittaker, New York 
The “ F. B. Meyer"’ Birthday Book. Compiled 
by Florence Witts. 75 cents. 
The Herd Boy and his Hermit. 
M. Yonge. $1.25. 
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‘fHusiness 
Department 


Advertising Rate 


and Syria. By 


By E. 


By Charlotte 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do nor 


| conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 


Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost, except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned onan appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
rate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For Jerms of Sub- 
scription, see page 754. 


make-up of the advertising pages. 


Faster than ever to California.—‘‘ The Over- 
land Limited,’’ Chicago, Union Pacific, & 
North-Western Line, leaves Chicago daily 
6.30 P. M., arrives San Francisco afternoon 
third day, and Los Angeles next morning. 
No change of cars, all meals in dining-car, 
Buffet, smoking and library cars, with barber. 
The best of everything. ‘‘ The Pacific Ex- 
press ’’ leaves Chicago daily 10.30 P. M., with 
first-class and through tourist sleepers to 
California. Personally conducted excursions 
every Thursday. Illustrated pamphlet de- 
scribing fully this wonderful state sent free 
on application to Chicago & North-Western 
Railway. H. W. Beyers, 601 Chestnut Street, 
ce a Pa, 


Your 
Share of $18,000 


ahead of you, and the mo- 
mentum of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars’ worth 
of magazine and newspaper 
advertising behind you, 
and the unique prestige of 
The Ladies’ Home Journal 


AND 

The Saturday Evening Post 
with you, you should be a 
pretty enthusiastic and suc- 
cessful subscription agent. 

We will allow a liberal com- 
mission for every subscription 
sent in by a duly appointed 


agent. The sum of $18,000 to 
be distributed among 764 agents 
is simply a premium on success. 
This premium money will be 
paid on April 15, 1900. Full 
—— will be sent imme- 

jately upon receipt of your 
application. 





The Cartis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 
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THE LEDGER: MONTHLY 
CALENDAR FREE 


This beautiful Calendar is 10x 13 inches, 
the picture (His Only Friend ) being reproduced 
in the same colors as the.... 


Original Painting by J. G. Brown 

of the National Academy of Design, whe is 
in such close teuch with the hearts of the 
American"people. The illustration gives but 
a faint idea of the size and beauty of this 
Calendar, showing only the picture in the 
center. This Calendar, worthy of a place in 
the most attractive boudoir, can be cbtained 
from us only. When sold without the LEDGER 
MONTHLY the price is 50 cents. [9 To all 
readers of this papcr who send 50 ceuts 
for a year’s subscription te the LEDGER 
MONTHLY fer 1900 we will send this 
beaatifal Calendar FREE. 
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Copyright, 1899, by Robert Bonner's Sona 


THE LEDGER MONTHLY 


‘* The marvel of the age for low price and high guality of matter” 


FRER! FRER! 


The vol. for 1900 will surpass all former ones in excellence of matter and 
artistie embellishment, and will more than sustain the repu- 
tation gained by the Lepcer Monruty. 


Contents of the Nov. and Dec. Numbers: 


“IAN MACLAREN:HIS HOME-LIFE IN LIVERPOOL” is a refreshing article, with 
14 illustrations of the home surroundings of the author of “BESIDE THE BONNIE 
BRIER BUSH,” especially prepared by a member of our staff who visited Ian Maclaren 
in his home for the purpose. MRS. GESINE LEMCKE, of the Brooklyn Cooking School, 
furnishes an article on ‘NEW IDEAS FOR DAINTY BREAKFASTS.” “THE MAID OF 
BOCASSE,” a novel of the age of chivalry, is by that close student of French history 
MISS MAY HALSEY MILLER. GEORGE BR. KNAPP’S illustrated article tells how the 
home may be artistically and inexpensively decorated with flowers and plants, The 
“MEMORIES OF THE RED EAR,” a reproduction in colors of J. G. BROWN’S painting, 
forms the cover of the November number. “THE D LINE,” an absorbing story of safe 
time-locks, by L. T. MEADE and ROBERT EUSTACE. ANNETTA HALLIDAY-ANTONA 


Those who send 50 cents for a year’s subscription for 1900 
will receive the beautifully illustrated November and 
December, 1899, numbers FREE-and a full year’s sub- 
scription to January, 1901, in addition to the unique 
LEDGER MONTHLY CALENDAR. 





relates her experiences during a camel-back journey in the Canary Islands, with 5 illus- . 


trations. Six reproductions of HARRY ROSELAND’S story-telling pictures, “WASH- 
INGTON’S BATTLE-CHARGERS,” by GEN. 
stories of famous horses. The Christmas cover is a delightful portrayal in color ‘of child- 
life. IAN MACLAREN’S article, “WHEN SCOTCHMEN HAVE THEIR FULL RIGHTS,” 
is one of his most humorous productions, WALDEN FAWCETT’S illustrated contribution, 
“REALM OF THE WINTER GIRL,” treats of winter-life in Montreal. Also 7 Com- 


plete Stories, Household Departments and a vast amount of entertaining reading. 


Our Premium List of 20 pages, each 10 x 14 inches, ) 


describes and ilust:ates the beautiful, useful and 
valuable articles we give free to those who raise 
exall clubs of subscribers to the LEDGER 
MONTHLY. You can get subscribers to the 
LEDGER MONTHLY <asily, for at 50c. a year the 
magazine has no ecual. Send a postal card for the 
Premium List. It is sent free, and with it an outfit 
explaining an easy method of getting up clubs. 






Club Raisers. 
Read This.... 
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For Free Sample Copy and other information address 


ROBERT BONNER’S SONS, 1i2 Ledger Building, New York. 


Vol. 41, No. 46 


JAMES GRANT WILSON, is replete .with _ 





THIS DICTIONARY FREE. 


CONTAINS 50,000 WORDS. 
All the Average Person Has Any Use For. 


A work of extraordinary interest to all classes = 
people. In quality it is unexcelled, even by the great contend wanke 
2 Of to-day. in quantity it —— nearly every Feed in common 
usage, and fully answers the at least three out of every 
four people. orcester Dict ouRTy has 105,0 @ words, Century 225,000 
and Fn 300,000. These cost from $l to $60 each. Ours with 
' "o Boe warts me for 25 cents. e 
new device shows the plural forma of ali the 
Another poin:s out about especially difficult mF 
the addaltion of 3,000 Fords to tis tet lonaty by, —~y [a the 
a words dictionar, means of a si heoe, 
ed the “Columbian Word-Builder.” ~ 
TWELVE DEPARTMENTS. Besides the Dictionary it also con- 
tains twelve departinents, as ot 
pees 2 Gasettec wns. Pay yi . a 
Proper 7. ~~ aze’ ro e Wor ben 
5 tiguetter § Lett Ru = A Business Instructor; ae Soci 
Letter W ter; l0. Use of Capitals; lL. Punec- 
te on; 12. Postal Guide. 
t contains 192 handsomely bound in imitation leather covers. 
To introduce Farm and Home our 
GIVEN WAY, national semi-m onthly sien already has 
a circulation of 000), into thou- 
rands of homes where it - not now taken, we make the following 
Remarkable Offer: The recular price of Farm and Home is 
& cents a year, but we will send it to those mentioning 
this paper, three months on trial for only, 10 cents (in 
stamps = otherwise), and without further charge 
send “The rehensive Webster Dictiona as 
above described, b inal. pompens. All accepting this o er will 
receive our m cently illustrated 40- ium list, 
containing over 208 usefn) articles and some of tbe most remarkable 
offers ever made. Agents wan everywhere. Liberal com- 
mission for good work. Address all orders to 


s FARM | AND HOME, Springfield, Mass.,or Chicago, His. 
BO SEAS SAEKSSCHEBRE HOLS 














A booklet describing the most com- 

f° plete CARD RECORD SYSTEM 
re oo devised. Before purchasing 

, Sunday-school secretaries 

should send for Senet sa som MARY G. EASTMAN, 


Grand Marais, Michigan. tisement in The Sunday School Times, 


din ordering goods, or tn making inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you save the adver- 
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November 18, 1899 


DAVID 6. COOK'S 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES OF 


GRADED LESSON HELPS 


* 











ANOTHER STEP FORWARD. 


The David C. Cook Publishing Coumpany 
announce that ae Ss Lesson Helps 
have for many years acknowledged by 
thousands of schools to be the Best and 
Chea t, they are to be yet further im- 
proved for 1900. 


THE NEW CENTURY TEACHER'S 
MONTHLY, 


Volume 1, No. 1, begine with January. 1900. ; 
For teachers of ali grades. The largest, finest 
and most practical teacher's journal in the 


world: Thirty-six large three-column pages y 
in each number. Most exhaustive and com- 





CKAAAAAAAAAA ALAR 


prehensive lesson treatment. Large space 
given to discussion of methods of working ete. 

SELECTED NOTES ON THE LESSONS.—The 
best that the best minds can give us, put in 
fewest words. ARRANGED IN MCST CON- 
VENIENT ge gt de 
the lesson grou ether. 
on same page with lesson verses treated. 
References and Revised Version changes 
placed with each verse. 

SPECIAL LEessON DEPARTMENTS.—Includ- 


mente of 
son notes 


ing Advance Study, Question Drawer, Lesson 
Skeletons, Articles on Salient Points, and 
Love-lights. Also hints for Blackboard Work, 
Superintendent's Review, etc. 

HEART - Live ARTICLES. — Calculated to ! 
———- the teacher's own life by enlarging 
his views of God. 


Round TABLE.—For exchange of views, 
and for mutual helpfulness. Strong articles 
on methods by ablest writers. 

Price, single subscriptions, 60 cents per 
year. Clubs of three or more to one address, 
40 cents each. 


OUR LESSON LEAFLET PLAN, 


For the scholars. Leaves in three grades, to | 
be used with the New Century Teacher. The 
lesson at home and at school. A leaf for each 
lesson, on which are the lesson verses for the 
day and notes verses for next Sunday. 

The Comprehensive Leafiet.—For older 
scholars and Bible classes. Four pages on 
each lesson. Price, 8 cents each per year. 

The Iliustrated Studies Leaflet. — For 
intermediate and oider scholars, or all grades. 
Two pages on each lesson. Price, 4c. per year. 

The Juvenile Scholar's Leafict.— For 

ounger scholars. Two pages on each lesson. 

rice, 4 cents per year. 


NEW QUARTERLIES FOR (900, 


The Advanced Scholar.— May be used 
with the New Century Teacher, for all grades 
ofthe main svhool, or for oider scholars only. 
Price, enly 4 cents ox 

Lesson Stories.—For juvenile and primary 
scholars. Colored cover, illuBtrated lesson 
story, golden text, etc. (No lesson text.) Price, 
only 4 cents per year. 


OTHER QUARTERLIES FOR 1900 


Each fully iliustrated with finest half-tone 
engravings, made our own ts, which 
will attract the sclto and aid the teacher. 

New Lesson Text FeaAtTuRs.—Beginning 
with 1900, the lesson text will be printed op- 
¥ posite the lesson notes, & couventence that 
will be fully apprectated. 

The Com sive Scholar.—For older 

¥ scholars and Bibie classes. Five pages on 
each lesson. The most exhaustive and most 

wi earefully prepared scholars’ lesson help pub- 
lished. Price, 13 centa per year. 

The Illastrated Studies Scholar.— For 
intermediate and older clesses, or mfay be 
used for all grades. Three pages on each 
lesson. Price, 9cents per year. 

¥ The Juventte Scholar. —For younger 
schoiars. Attractive cover in colors; two 
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pages on each lesson. Price, 8 cents per year. 
Also, the Colored Lesson Picture Koll, 
a, year, and Colored Lesson Picture 
¥ c 8, 10 cents per year. 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 


Specimen copies of any of the above (ex- ; 








to teachers and officers wishing to examine 
them. If your school has never used any of 
our lesson helps, we wiil supply you for six 
months at half price. Send for trial order 
blanks and full information cencerning this 
offer. Address, 


Davio C. Cook PuBLisHiING Co., 
36 WASHINGTON ST., CHICAGO. 
> > > | ; ; 
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cepting Lesson Picture Roll) will be sent free : 


~ 
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THE DUCHESS OF SUTHERLAND, 





A Highland Industry, 
A Long Chase, 

















The Boyhood of Napoleon, 
A Historic Game of Football, 
How Rosamond Made Up Her Mind, Margaret Deland. 
Photographing the Stars, 

How Jim Went to the War, 
Farming in Shakespeare’s Day, 
Up in the Great Woods, 


Ambitions, True and False, 
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effort has been spared to make the forthcoming 


et of The Companion worthier than any that 
has gone before it. 


stories of absorbing interest to appear during 1900 are: 


Among the many articles and 


Duchess of Sutherland. 
Edward W. Thomson. 
Prof. W. M. Sloane. 
Walter Camp. 


Prof. C. A. Young. 
Jacob Riis. 

Prof. W. J. Rolfe. 
C. A. Stephens. 
Bishop Potter. 


Teo give even a tenth part of the titles of contributions already in hand, or to print 
the names of more than a handful of the famous men and women who will write for 
the new volume is impossible here. 
upon request, our illustrated Announcement Number, containing a full Prospectus 
of authors and contributions engaged for the 1900 volume. 


We shall be glad to send to any address, free 
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The Youth’s Companion 


ISSUED 


EVERY WEEK. 


SUBSCRIPTION, $1.75 A YEAR. 


THE FPIRESIDE FRIEND IN HALF A MILLION HOMES. 


Subscribe Now for 1900 


The Companion hopes to win thousands of new friends, and bind = 
old ones closer, during 1900. Its character as a paper for every member 
of the family will be maintained, and its literary resources enriched. 
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for The Companion. 





Special Subscription Offer. 


Those whe subscribe at once, sending $1.75 with this 
slip or the name of this publication, will receive the Com- 
panion FREE for all the remaining weeks of 1899, and 
then for a full year, fifty two weeks, until January 1, 
This offer includes the gift of the New Com- 
panion Calendar for 1900 — embellished with figure pieces 
in 12-lithographed colors from designs painted expressly 
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The Companion Calendar 


will be preserved as a beautiful souvenir— the last Calendar of the 


century — and the most exquisite in the 
Calendars. 


It is given to every one paying the subscription for 1900. 


The Youth’s Companion, Boston, Mass. 


long series of fine Companion 














BISHOP POTTER. 
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‘*Oxford ” 


Teachers’ Bibles 


and Autherized American Editions 


With New Helps, 
Full-page Plates. 


The Best Paper 








In Actual Use 


average teacher.'’— Rev. Dr. A. F. Schauffer. 
For sale by all booksellers. Send for Catalog. 


Oxford University Press 27.77; 


91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Pilgim Papers 


The Best Printing 
The Best Binding 


Commentary on 
_" T want to emphasize the value of this book, 

Since I know it by personal experience. The helps The Four Gospels 

of the Oxford Bible are really what they are called. ? 


+++ On the whole, I think it is the best for the 





umes, cloth, 8vo. 
American | 

A. S. Barnes & Co., Publishers 
156 Fifth Avenue New York City 
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Have You Seen. the New 


Pilgrim Quarterlies for 








1900? 


Before deciding what to use in your Sunday-school send for samples—free. You will notice improve- 


ments, enlargements, and new features, also reduction 
teachers and Bible classes, is one of the very best 
Monthly, with articles, book reviews, illustrations, etc. 


Visitor fo 


sin price. THE PILGRIM TEACHER, for 


tesson helps. Reduced to ten cents a quarter. 


Wiciispring for Senior scholars and Endeavorers, 
r 


ntermediate and Junior Endeavorers. 


Mayflower for Primary scholars. 


Are absolutely unsurpassed. Samples free. 











[ Consrezational House, Boston The Pilgrim Press 175 Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
atr+4+e46464 





amin a 


Arclbnaircien lalallala lll dll 














SEO EO | 
CUnternational S. S. Lessons, 1900.) ; 


By LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 
Editor of The Outlook. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, John. yol- 
Price per volume, F Ryo 
For the set, $3.00 net. 





BIBLE LESSONS 
jor 
LITTLE BEGINNERS 


By Marcaret J.Cusnman Haven. Two-year 
course, selected on kindergarten principles. Wee 
as imtroductory or supplemental to International 
lessons in the primary department, for the children 
from two to six. ‘Teachers who have used these 
lessons are enthusiastic. Endorsed by New Jer- 
sey Summer School. Experimental year now run- 
ning. Course begins anew January 1. Lessons 
published co-operatively at $1.00 a year. For 
sample, address 


THE CUSHMAN CLUB, Trenton, N. J. 
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The Blackboard Class 


For Primary and Junior Teachers 


The purpose of this little book is 
to aid Sunday-school teachers to 
draw simpte illustrations. The au- 
thor has proved that nearly every 
one can learn to draw if they begin 
right, and this book shows them 
just how to begin. The 23d Psalm, 
the Parable of the Sower, and many 
other illustrations especially appro- 
priate for Sunday-school use, are 
explicitly taught Sent, postpaid, 
for 25 cents. 


; 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
2 
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Boston and Chicago 
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Jn ordering goods, or in making inguiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well s the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 
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New York newsboy. 


W. C. COUP, 2 pioneer in the circus business in 


this country ,te'ls some of the funniest of the secrets 


Freaks and Fakes of the Circus 


of the circus. 


Your newsman will serve you regularly at 5 cents the copy 
Sent by mail every week for five months on receipt of $1.00 


The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 


RULE 


By 


HONORABLE 
THOS. B. REED 


In this week’s number of 


THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST 


(OF PHILADELPHIA) 


The former Speaker of the National House of Representatives 
contributes to this number the second of his notable papers. 


VANCE THOMPSON. This brilliant writer 


is the-author ot an out-of-the-way story of a 
The Jensen Boy is much 
like other street urchins of great cities, but occa- 
sionally he has unaccountable impulses—which 
many of us have shared—that lead to results 
which are almost uncanny. 


at Tokyo. 


The Jensen Boy 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ADACHI KINNOSUKE, a successful 


Japanese author, writes, in his own quaint and 
exotic style, a tale of the Imperial University, 


HAYDEN CARRUTH, 


Posr’s humorous writers, is the biographer ofa 
remarkable hen, whose passion for setting ex- 
tended to lumps of steam coal, brindled door- 
knobs and red billiard balls. 

The Great Setting of Everlasting Hills 
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The Jinrikisha Man 


a favorite among the 


Work and Workers 
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Vermont Sunday-School 
Convention 


By L. W. Hawley, 
President of the. State Association 


HE thirty-first annual convention of 
the Vermont State Sabbath-School 
Association was held in Brattleboro the 
third week in October. The state of the 
Sunday-school work in Vermont, and es- 
pecially the status of this association, 
has been somewhat discouréging to the 
workers for the past few years. THe con- 
vention last year brought together an at- 
tendance of less than a hundred delegates. 
This year special efforts were made, both 
by the secretary and by the Brattleboro 
people, to secure a larger attendance, and 
over two hundred delegates responded. 

The proximity of Brattleboro to North- 
field enabled those in charge of the con- 
vention to secure Mr. Moody for an ad- 
dress ; also the able teacher in the Eng- 
lish Bible at Mt. Hermon school, Pro- 
fessor McConaughy. Added to these 
were the Rev. Everett D. Burr, pastor 
of the Ruggles Street Baptist Church in 
Boston ; the Rev. Joseph Fielden of Win- 
chendon, Massachusetts ; George H. Ar- 
chibald of Montreal ; and Professor Ham- 
ill, representing the International Com- 
mittee. C. L. Evarts, the field secretary 
of the New England Evangelistic Associ- 
ation, conducted the singing, and was as- 
sisted by Miss Marian Munroe Rice of 
Boston as soloist. 

The Presidenfs address had to do 
principally with the conditions surrour 1- 
ing the Sunday-school work in Vermons: 
and was designed to fix ‘the Yesponsi- 
billty, so far as possible, for the lack of 
interest in this work, and for the actual 
falling off in the attendance upon the 
Sunday-schools of the state. In all proba- 
bility, a part-of this falling off was due 
either to laxity in reporting or to special 
efforts to eliminate from the rolls the 
names of those who were not regular at- 
tendants. More care has been exercised 
in this respect during the year past, which 


is certainly laudable. The address was 








The Thanksgiving Number of 


THE, WELLSPRING 


For Young People 


is a beauty. Besides the usual attractive fea- 
tures, it contains an 8 page illustrated list of 
holiday books at reduced prices. Free, to any 
address, 

‘THE WELLSFRING is one of the finest Sun- 
flay-school papers published. - Weekly—8 pages 
size of Youth's Conipanion. Only 12% cents 
a quarter to Sunday-schools. . 


The Pilgrim: Press 175 Wabash Aven, Chicago, 


Educational 


Ss) TA | = Sd 
AMM Qu CAN BE CURES 


Can refer to iv. D. Wattles & Co., publishers of 
The Sunday School Times. 

Send for new illustrated book to The Philadelphia In- 
stitute, 1033 Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. Established 
2884. Edwin S. Johnston, founder and principal, who 
cured himself after stammering forty years. 











Bomptets Course 
In Arithmetic, Book 


keeping, Premaash!p, Shorthand, 
mereial Law, ote. by mail. Success assured to energetic 
or School at establiohed 26 Years. Thousands of snccess- 
Course, Botrepotiian Business 





' —_ = Lee-on Course, 
1 Hoaree St. , (hicage. 
Bie EDUCATION by MAIL. Tuition, di- 
Ploma, and degree, “‘ Master of Ancient Litera- 
ture $\ 00 per month. Circulars for stamp. Write 
Pref. C . Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 


= = = [SS — 

In sieréieih oods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything adv Sened tn this paper, you will oblige the 
Publishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








Nelson’s New Series of 
Teacher's 
Bibles 


contain New Helps, 350 Il- 
lustrations, New Concord- 
ance, New Maps. 

The Helps are just what Sunday-school teach- 
ers want. The Illustrations are from recent 
photographs. The Concordance is the most 
complete yet produced. The Maps are spe- 
cially engraved from the latest surveys, and have 
thorough index. 

The Sunday School Times says: “ The 
Nelson Teacher's Bible is of high grade. The 
work is excellent.” Styles, types, and bind- 
ings to meet every want. Prices, from $1.50 
upwards. For sale by_all ye or send 
for He to TH NELSON & SONS, 

Publishers, 37 East 18th Street, New York. 


heilaL IBRARY 


BEST AND LATEST BOOKS. THE POPULAR 


TRAVELING LIBRARY PLAN. 


Successful Organizers, Solicitors & Salesmen wanted 
for Towns. Reacting Clubs Societies, Schools. ete Very Pleasant— 
Hoehty Profitable Guaranteed Salaries Paid Sultable Persons. 
Wrue THE PARMELEE LIBRARY, 1847 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


ALUMINUM CARD CASES 
Fo The Prettiest Novelty Out. Ours 


DOES NOT REQUIRE PERFORATED Caros 
Ricwiy Emsosseo. Encraved with 
YOUR NAME AND 100 CALLING OR 


BUSINESS CARDS PRINTEOIN THE 














LATEST STYLE, 6O C. Boox.eT Free. 
AGENTS wanted. B. G. STAUFFER, QUAKERTOWN, Pa- 





The Life of Christ Pssint | 


Constructive Studies in the Life of Christ. 
Wistorical Articles upon the Life of Christ. 
Ilmstrated Articles upon the Places and Customs of | 
Palestine. | 
Articles upon Sunday-school Ideals and Methods. | 
Symposia upon Practical Problems of Bible Study. 


The foregoing will be among the special features of 


The Biblical World 


in 1900 


A popular illustrated month! Y magazine, devoted ex- 
clusively to the study of the Bible. Useful to the intel- 
ligent layman, the Bible teacher, the Sunday-school 
worker, the thoughtful minister 

Regular subscription price, $2.00 a year. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Three months’ trial subscription, 25 cents,—if sent | 
before January first. Address, | 


The senchiansnes ot Cuteqge Press, ) Spams. Mi. | 


| 


You Will Find Dr. GILBERTS two| 
books, THESTUDENT s LIFE OF JESUS 
and THE REVELATION OF JESUS (on 
the teaching of Christ), really indis- | 
pensable in your Sunday-school work 
next year. Price, $1.25 each. Send | 
for a circular. 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, 
66 Fifth Ave., New York. 


THE BUSINESS END | 
OF A SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


me. handsome book—it will do you good to read 
nd for it and learn a few things about MODERN 
BUSI NESS METHODS in > Sanday-sch 
costs you nothing but the asking. 


FREE T. Mj HAMMOND 


Goldsmith Buliding 
Milwaukee, is. 





, of treating the Bible in this way. 


intended to set people to thinking, and to 


| inspire them to more up-to-date methods 


in teaching and superintending. The 


| principal part of the responsibility was 


laid at the door of the teacher and the 
superintendent. 
The address of Mr. Burr had for its 


| subject ‘‘ The Educational Value of Old 
| Testament Study,”’ 


and the main thought 
of the speaker was that it should be actu- 
ally studied. He pleaded strongly for 
study, and not merely criticism. He 


| ctted the definition of the child, of the 


Arctic Ocean, as ‘* created for the purpose 
of exploration,’’ amd deprecated the idea 
He felt 


| that a great mistake was being made in 
| setting aside the Old Testament and con- 
| fining attention to the New, as the New 
| 


was so very dependent upon, the Old in 
every way. 
The addresses of Mr. Archibald were 


| aggressive and progréssive,—too much so 


for a good many of those in attendance. 
The first impulse is always to disagree 
with the person who is a long way ahead 
of you, and the observer's idea is that 
| possibly the ad ‘zesses may have aimed a 
little too high, and thus have proved not 
| quite as helpful to the primary workers as 


| might otherwise have been the case. Ex- 


| 


(Work and Workers Cortinued on page 752) 
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November 18, 1899 


SUNDAY- SCHOOL WORKERS 


Should send for our Christmas Catalog at 
once, for the successful carrying out of their 


HRISTMAS ENTERTAIN 


4 Se Cm 
PAT BR Soe boa, 
é- , 
/ 





cy -. a" a. 
re . 


Everything You Need, and Much More than You Ever Dreamed of! 


Original exercises and cantatas for Santa Claus, fairies, brownies, elves, etc., sc. to roc. Unique and beauti- 
ful designs in candy-boxes, from $1.50 per 100 up. Brick fireplace paper for making Christmas chimney, 7oc. 
package, postpaid. Special conceits in paper scenery for making castles, log cabins, etc., snow-covered windows, 
etc., from 20¢. per sheet up. Imitation burning logs and andirons, for fireplace, 75c. postpaid, ‘‘ Snow sparkle” 
(imitation snow) for sprinkJing around on the ground, and covering roofs and Christmas trees, 15c. per box, post- 
paid. Pasteboard banners, bells, hearts, and silver stars for decorating, from oc. 
crowns, $1.00 per dozen, postpaid. Light, compact, and mailable apparatus for making snowstorm on the stage, 
$1.75 each, postpaid,—thousands in use last Christmas.; Masks for Santa Claus, 35c. each, postpaid. Wigs and 
beards, from $r.0o up. Alphabets for making mottoes, 30c. postpaid. Paper telephone for talking to North Pole, 
75¢., postpaid, etc. 120 page illustrated book of drills and marches, by Mason, 25c. postpaid. Send for catalog 
giving illustrations, full particulars, and unsolicited testimonials, Everything new and origimal. No Sunday- 
school worker can afford to be without our Christmas catalog. Send for it at once—free. 


J. & P. B. MYERS, Inventors, 85 and 87 JOHN ST., NEW YORK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


roo up. Fairies’ silver 





Christmas Cards, 
Calendars and 


18TH SEASON. 


Our well-known packets 
are ready, and need only 

. brief mention. First 7 
Packs, post-paid, for $3.85. 10 Packs, post- 
paid, $5.30. 


No. 1. For 54 cts., 17 Xmas Cards and Novelty. 
“ 2. “ 54 cts., 10 Fine ad “ Booklet. 
* $1.08, 25 Xmas Carda, 1 Set (four 
Brownie Cards. 
“ £1.08, 10 Beautiful Calendars. 
“ 54 cts., 5 a “ all different. 
27 cts., 10 Xmas Cards. 
5 Booklets and Calendar. 
7 Artistic Booklets. 
“ 9 “ b54ects., 5 Photos, Mounted. 8x10 Clas- 
and Modern Subjects. 
“10. “ 54 cts., 25 Sunday-Schooi Cards. 


az~ Special Packets and lots put up to order. 


S1. . lik: 
TEACHERS. ror 54 cts:,25 Cards,notwoalike. 


Samples paper by the pound, t5 Cents. 


H. H. CARTER & CO., 


Batisfaction 5 Somerset Street, Boston. 
@uaranteed. Pull Circulars on application. 
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MAS SERVICES 


MESSAGE OF THE BELLS 
nee STAR 
STAR AND THE SONG 
STAR OF THE ORIENT 
PROPHET OF NAZARETH 
* CAROLS OF PEACE.” (Songs only.) $3 per 100. 
Send 15 cents for sample package. 
Have you seen ‘‘JOHNNIE DOUBTER,”’ our new 
mas cantata? Libretto.by Fred Emerson Brooks. 


Full of character, wit, humor, and pathos. Easy to pro- 
duce. Hard to surpass, Sample copy, 20 cents. 


306 Washington 1 248 Fifth Ave., 
St., Chicago, ‘New York. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


* The Light of Ages,’’ new 1899 service, beautiful, 
impressive, celebrating t advent of the year x , by 
m Geibel. Sampee, 5 cents; or together with three 
samples for 10 cents. $4.00 per hundred, prepaid. 

A new children’s cantatas “ Christmas a Day Late”’ 
by Geibel, melodious, easy, and highly entertaining. 
3° cents per copy. 

The Voice of Melod ,& new book especially written for 
Sunday-schools, by Geibel, Lehman, and ot . 3o cts. 
olesale Agents for all publications 
ef E. O. Excell of Chicago, Ill, Send for lists. 

Geibel & Lehman, 1022 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Hood’s Christmas Music 


this year is of special merit. John R. Sweney, 
Adam Geibel, and other well-known writers 
Represented. Send ten cents for sample copies 
ef latest Annual and Services. . 
JOHN J. HOOD, 1024 Arch St., Philadel- 
phia ; 38 Randolph St., Chicago. 


Complete services. 
cents each ; 
4.00 Per 100. 

















—_ _—_ —-_ 
ERVIC 
iOFs... 
to-day for “in” 
Hors Puruss- 
& Wabash Ave,, Chicago. 





Prince of Peace. 
cert Exercise for 5.8., by 

Hartsough & Fillmore. 
Beautiful music and reci- 
tations. 5c.,50c. per dozen, 


t-paid. 
PRect and Dia- 
leogues, No. 4, 10 cts. 


Santa Ciaus’ 
A Christmas Uantata by Chas. H. 
Gabriel. Bright music and dialogue, 
30 cts. ; $3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. 
Mrs. Santa Claus the 


Christmas Dollis. By Mrs. J.M. 
Rossand.J. B. Herbert. A beautiful 
cantata for primary grades, 30 cte., 
$3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. v 

Prince ef Peace. Anthem by Herbert, 10 cts. 

Thy Watchmen sit&li lift up the Voice. 
Anthem by Danks, 10 cents. 

The above are all new. Our Christmas M usic is un- 
surpassed. We supply every need. Full descriptive 
catalogue sent on application. A sample of our 
monthly Musica, Mrssencer sent free. 


FILLMORE BROS. sontint incase New wore 


1899 Hall-Mack Co.’s 1899 


Christmas Services 
THE STAR AND THE ae Samples of the 3 for 





SON OF THE HIGHEST roc. in stamps. $4 
BETHLEHEM’S KING per 100, postpaid. 
These services are by Messrs. Hall, Mack, Miles, and 
Rey. Judefind. ‘The best we have ever published. 
The Sunday School Times said of our music: “ It is 
new, unusual, and charming.” 
Send sc. in stamps for two former successful services. 
Two Grand Concert Cantatas for Children : 
Santa’s Decision. $2.40 per dozen ; 20 cts. singly. 
A Trip to Old Chris. ah per dozen ; 30 cts. singly. 
Send for catalog of our church and Sunday -ccheol 
music. Our publications are on sale at all dealers. 


HALL-MACK CO., Pubs., 1020 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 


1899 CHRISTMAS SERVICES 1899 


My Alonzo Stone and Chas. A. Bechter. 
Star The Orient, 5 cts. single, $4 per roo. 
Christmas Guest, 5 cts. single, $4 per 100. 
Most tuneful, modern, and novel services published. 
Send 15 cts. for samples of above, and two adieve. 
Send for free specimen pages of the popular song book 
SAVING GRACE, $8.00 per 100, 
CHAS. A. BECHTER, Publisher, 
416 Arch Street, Philadeiphia. 
All Dealers sell these Publications. 





FERYIOES , sod, Ountatas 
CHR MAS eS — sari Sunday 


yy on of 1c. 
THE CHILDREN OF BET 
sacred 


be: e 
ples of our three best 
ATAS— 


ete., ete. for the choir. Sample copy free to Choristers, 
Chicago. 38 mae RA Ox. Williams 86, 


Christmas Music 


The Century Company will send to any address, 
free of charge, a new pamphlet of the best Christmas 
music, the price of which is $5.00 per hundred. Drop 
a postal card to The Century Company, Union Square, 
New York, and ask for a specimen copy. 


. PRIMARY CHRISTMAS. “Thy Light is Come, 
<. y Child’s Welcome, sc. two exer by Mrs, 
twood. Chris Bells, a New Motion So mg, 3C- 


(mas ’ 
jhe Primary, Teacher’s Friend, 1sc. Favorite Au- 
, a New Entertainment, 15c. Christmas Recita- 


, 15¢. Hoffmann Birt Cards, 25c. doz. 
elcome Cards, 20:. doz. Yui for Main School, 
Henry D. Noyes & Co., Boston. 


Complete list tree. 





'y their sheer merit. 


W A Revolutionary Maid 

WW A Story of the Middle Period of the War for 
Shs Independence. By Amy E. Blanchard. I} 
\/ lustrated by Ida Waugh. 321 pp. Cloth, $1.50. 
\W Barbara’s Heritage 

W Or, Young Americans 

















AIS 


WV That we have succeeded is proved by our sales, and we know W 
WY that the following purposeful books will win their way because of W 


75% 


NSSSSSSSSSDSSCeeeeeceeeceeyv 
WV Wy 
Wy 66 K 99 
iy’ iY 
Y FOR YOUNG PEOPLE “4 
N'A / 
hy «The demand is not for more books, but better books,’’ says fy 
“hy The Independent, and to make these better books has been our aim. Ni 


7 ¢. 
Wheat and Huckleberries Ay) 


Or, Dr. Northmore’s Daughters. By Char- Ny 
lotte M. Vaile. Illustrated by Alice B. Ny 
Stephens. 336 pp. Cloth, $1.50. fj 


The Golden Talisman 





WW, 





Author of ly 











Among the Old By H. Phelps Whitmarsh. 
WY Malian Masters. By Deristhe L. Hoyt. Illus e “he World’s Rough Hand.”’ Illustrated Wy, 
\W trated. 358 pp. Cloth, $1.50. by H. Burgess. 300 pp. Cloth, $1.50. WW 
“AN i AN 
nN The Romance of American A Daughter of the West a 
A Conquest . Stary of rr Asperiens | ee: By 
+ uvelyn aymond. ustrate y aries 
AN The Storpe, American, Fapaosion sheough — Espclands gos pp: Cloth, A 
IN D.D. Illustrated by Frank T. Merrill. 3x0 (Ns 
> ane Cadet Standish of thie St. Louis fh 
MIN ; Al 
ri The Queen’s Rangers A, Story of Que Naval Campaign in Cuban ff 
aters. y William Drysdale. ustrate AV 
ye Revoluti Times. B 2 . Cloth, $1.50. 
VN Charen ledyara “Norton.” ivstrated by by H. Burgess. 352 pp. Cloth, $1.50. y 
“a . F. Stecher. . Cloth, gr. Me 
LIN ast ig * When Boston Braved the King 
AWN With Perry on Lake Erie A Story of Tea-Party Times. ~ W. FE. 4i\ 
ye A Tale of 1812. By James Otis, Illustrated Barton, D,D. Ilustrated by Frank O. Small. one 
AN by W. F. Stecher, 307 pp. Cloth, $x. 50, 314 pp. Cloth, $1.50, AN 
A\N SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS A) 
} \\ For full descriptive and illustrated catalog send postal to A\ 
AW BOSTON and A) 
on WW. A. WILDE COMPANY ®thi&e ok 


41s 

. 
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NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

The Star and the Song. Hall and Mack. 
Son of the Highest. Tian, Mack, and Miles, 

hichem’s King. Lewis and judefind, 
Light ef Ages. Geibel and Lehman. 
Star of the Orient. Stone and Hechter. 
Bethichem's Manger. W. A. Pickell. 
Christmas Starlight. Hugg and Fithian. 
Christmas Peace Convention. Hewitt and Lorena. 
hichem Chimes. ‘J aylor, Lorenz, and Gabriel. 

ugg and Fithian. 

Sweet Christmas Time. Hoge and Fithian. 
Offering ve. Emma Pitt. 
The First Christmas Night. Rowland. 
Christmas Gems, No. 2 (Carols). Mason. 

Yule Tide. Rosche and Bruck, 
Thy Light is Come (Primary). 
Price: 5 cents each ; $4.00 per 100, 

Christmas a Day Late. Cantata by Geibel. 30¢. 
The First Xmas. Cantata by Greiner & Mason. 10¢, 
Mother Santa's Bicycle Trip. Cantata by Parks 
and Castle. joc. 
Christmas Treasury, No. 10. 
etc., by 


t MZ. 10C. 
WARD & DRUMMOND, 164 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


THE NEW BOOK 


SACRED SONGS 


No. 2 


By Sankey, McGranahan, and Stebbins 
Will be issued about Noy. 15, 1899 
Price, $25.00 per 100. Sample copy, post free, 20 cents. 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago. 


The Royal Prince 


is indeed a royal concert exercise which 
brings out in a most pleasing manner the 
birth of the Prince of Peace. 











Recitations, dialogs, 








Send sc. for sample, or rac. for three different 
Christmas exercises. They will surely please you. 


W. A. Wilde Company, Boston and Chicago. 


























THE THREE-FOLD 
CHRISTMAS STORY 


A beautiful Christmas Carol Service ( Pilgrim 
Services, No. 46). Choice music and recita- 
tions. Not dificult. Only 


$2.00 per hundred, postpaid. 






Sample free. 
The Pilgrim Press BML 


1899—CHRISTMAS SERVICES—1899 
** Bethichem’s Manger ,’’ by William A. Pickell. 


** Christmas ** by George C. Hugg and 
‘owell G. Fithian. 
Beautiful Xmas bymns and melodies by Jest writers, 
ipduding original exercises and special features for 
Primary Department. Price: 5 cents fay 75 per 100. 
we wi you our 1y Sample 
For 6 cents $3.7!" coal 4 
Packet, containing complete copies of 
both the above services, also our 80- illustrated 
Xmas Annual, and samples of Sunday-schoo! specialties. 


THE WONDERFUL SONG 
SWEET CHRISTMAS TIME 
Two New Christmas Services 
Sweetest, brightest, aud best. Hugg’s services are 
leaders. 55,600 Easter services bought by one book 


concern. 10,500 new Christmas services already bought 
by one publisher. Thousands of Sunday-schools are 


regular customers. Millions are d 
i Angels, ntest and best 





la & Company. 249 Dock St., Philadelphia | 


FIVE GOOD NEW BOOKS 


THE AMERICAN IN HOLLAND 


By WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS, D.D., author of 
‘The Pilgrims in Their Three Homes,"’ etc. 
With illustrations, Crown 8vo, $1.50. 


AN UNKNOWN PATRIOT 


A stirring story of the “Secret Service” in 
Connecticut during the Revolution. By Rev, 
FRANK SAMUEL CHILD, Illustrated. 12moe, 
$r. 50. 

DOROTHY AND HER FRIENDS 


A delightful continuation of ‘‘ Dorothy Deane,” 


by ELLEN OLNEY KIRK, author of ‘ The 

Story of Margaret Kent.’" With decorative 

cover and illustrations. $1.25. 

LITTLE FIG-TREE STORIES 
Charming stories for boys and girls. By MARY 

HALLOCK FOOTE. With decorative cever 


and illustrations. $1.00. 


THE KING’S JESTER, 


and Other Short Plays for Small Stages. By 
CARO ATHERTON DUGAN. §1.50. 
Fleven wholesome original plays, just suited 
for schools or private theatricals, 


Sold by all booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston 


| 
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, TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 3 
SUPERINTENDENTS, ; 
Orricers ane TEAcners : 
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nd your address and you will receive > 
our large and handsome HOLIDAY ? 
» ANNUAL, the finest and most complete 4 
» Catalogue issued. It fully describes our 4 
> Sunday Scheol Publications and Special- 4 
ties, Christmas and Holiday Goods, Gift 4 
Booke and Boockiets, Calendars, Birth- 4 
> day and Wedding Souvenirs, Medals, 4 
> Christmas Cards and Decorations, Li- 4 
> brary Books, Standard Literature, etc. 4 

“ The Best of Everything for the Sunday 4 
y School.” Address, . 


DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO., 
> 36 WASHINGTON STREET. CHICAGO. 


prirrbbreobAbase boas 4A bh bb bb be 
rTrTrrTryrr rrr rrrrrrrerereewrrey. 


3 SPECIAL —When you write for the Holl- 4 
* day Annual, ask for free sam- 4 
; le copies of our Lesson 
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elps and Papers. 4 
e believe them to be inconr ly better ¢ 
and cheaper than all similar publications. 
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ft the best Fountain P de? 
WHY NOT ft half price. “Agus wanted. 


Address, THE PERRY PEN CO. 
Box BS Milton, Wisconsin. 
All makes of Fountain Pens repaired. 








@ ANNUAL PROGRAM sc: a. ‘s 











by Christmas 
cantata. Send ten cents for —- data. 
GEO. €. HUGG, 2133 New St., Phifa., Pa. 











Cantata soc; Carols 50; Samples 120 
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FREE! OUR CHRISTMAS CATALOG 


Sterling Silver Novelties, Diamonds, Watches, Clocks, 
Silverware Jewelry, etc. bargains for cash. Order our 
special Ladies’ Genuine Diamond Ring at $5.00. Can- 
not We duplicated elsewhere at the price. 

JOIN THE AMERICAN WATCH CLUB 
CO-OPERATIVE PLAN 


Members 





Payments. 


ns 





~ 


Any Size, Open 
or Hunting 
Case. 

Any Design 

Any Monogram 

Any Emblem 
Be raved to 


Order. 
No Extra Charge 





Costs’ less than 
15c. per day to buy 
a fine Watch or 
Diamond from us. 


Club ‘'H’’—3-8 
to 7-16 karat dia- 
mond, according 
to quality, any 
style mounting, 
$5.00 cash, 35 $1.00 
weekly payments. 


NEW THIN MODEL. HIGH GRADE 





Club ‘‘ G’’—14 karat, 25 year case, with full rs ruby 
sores Elgin or We altham moveme nt, made any size, 

unting or open face, any 24 of engraving, or any 
society emblem engrs aved to order, no extra chs arge, $2.00 
cash, $1.00 per week for 23 weeks. 
and diamonds. 

Join now, and have the use of an cle gant wat h or dia- 
mond while paying for it by our easy plan. Watch or 
diamond shipped on receipt of first payment and refer- 
enees. Catalog and testimonial letters tell all about it. 


WALKER-EDMUND CO., MGRS:,94 ORIEC BLOG. CINCINNATI 0. 


Also finer watches 
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SEND FOR ART CATALOGUE 


" THESANTHPREAIER THPeVIETR 


SYRACUSE N. ¥,,U. SA. 


i) 


tee: 


VE is 


“~ 


@ 


~~ 








How Sunday 
Newspapers were 


Killed in England P 


Two powerful multi-millionaires who 
were recently determined to start Sun- | 
day editions of their daily papers in | 
England, were defeated in this attempt 
in a struggle that was as significant as 
it was remarkable. An agnostic labor 
leader joined forces with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, a well-known 
Jew with the Bishop of London, and 
others, known the world over, in 
carrying out this memorable ae 
Its prime mover, Dr. Henry S. Lunn, 


will describe it 


Next Week in 


The Sunday 
School Times, 








in ordering goods, or in making inguiry 
goncerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- | 
fisement in The Sunday School Times. 





PIC Ours ins 


Our Great Admiral writes : 


ments. 
—ADMIRAL SCHLEY, 


Designer of the Columbia writes : 
e480 never-failing source of pleasure. 
adaptability to use on the water, 


extant. 


VA LEG 


[AN DisielionDS: 


YZ; A \ 


IY YOUR 


** Certainly the most entertaining and intssontiog, of instru- 
Nothing in the sound reproducers of to-day so marvelous as this wonderful di 


scovery. 


‘* The Gram-o-phone is the best reproducing machine 


Our yachting friends instantly realized its 


*—HERRESHOFF MANUFACTURING Co, 


SENT ON APPROVAL TO SUBSCRIBERS TO 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

On receipt of $5.00, simply as evidence of good faith, we will ship to any sub- 
scriber of The Sunday School Times our new $18.00 Gram-o-phone, and six (6) 
signed, indestructible 50-cent records (total, $21.00), your own or our selection, with 
the privilege to 24 hours’ examination, when the balance may be paid your express 


company, or returned and your money refunded. 
SALE EVERYWHERE. 


FOR 


Also instalment payments. 


NATIONAL GRAM-O-PHONE CORP., Broadway and 18th Street, New York. 


Boston . e 
Providence . 
Philadelphia ° 
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178 Tremont Street 
Westminster Street 

13 North Ninth Street 








“Silver Plate that Wears.” 


SPOONS, FORKS, ETC., STAMPED 


“1847 Rogers Bros.’ 
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ARE GENUINE ROGERS GOODS. 


MERIDEN BRITANNIA Co., Moreen, Conn. 
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“ WHAT T0 


The annual Christmas quandary. In the endless maze 
of the stores you're distracted,—don’t waste time and 


patience ; just send fora 


Paragon Patent 


It is neat, durable, and folds perfectly flat in your pocket. 
your dealer for it, or I will send you sample at the 


Ask 
following prices, postpaid. 


No. = holds $6. - in sily er. 


a Papert “ 


sis JOS) 


ANCHES 


Chicago . ° 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati, 


161 State Street 
Colonial Arcade 
‘21 and 23 West Fifth Street 


Vol. 41, No. 46 


(Work and Workers Continued from page 750) 


pressions of disappointment were heard 
from some workérs, probably because the 
minutia of the detail of primary work was 
not sufficiently gone into by this master 
workman. The question has sometimes 
arisen, whether the primary department, 
so called, is not receiving more than its 
equitable proportion of attention in these 
conventions, and whether a good part of 
the conventions might not be devoted to 
the consideration of the grades between the 
primary and the adult, it being compara- 
tively easy to secure and retain scholars 
in the primary department, while the dif- 
ficulty begins when they graduate from 
the primary into the main school. 
Professor Hamill’s addresses were all 
exceedingly helpful, also his conduct of 
the conferences. He seemed to sense the 
needs of the workers, and to be able to 
speak helpful words where 
most needed. 


they were 
He certainly is a magnifi- 
cent leader and wise counselor. 

The convention as a whole was consid- 
ered by those present as the most helpful 
of any for several years. The address of 
Mr. Moody contributed not a little to this. 
ft was in part his familiar address on re- 
vivals, and, of course, concerned ‘the 
treatment of the Word of God. Many of 
the workers have never had the privilege 
of hearing Mr. Moody, and the opportu- 
nity was greatly appreciated. It is the 
writer's impression that Mr. Moody had 
not addressed this association since the 
convention of St. Johnsbury in 1869, 
which, if we are not mistaken, was at- 
tended also by the esteemed Editor of 
The Sunday School Times. 

On Thursday evening. the. matter of ' 
finances was brought to the attention of 
the convention, and, under the leadership 
of Professor Hamill, nearly six hundred 
dollars was pledged for the immediate use 
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RALSTON HEALTH 
SHOES mien. Price, *4% 


The next time you buy a pair of shoes ask 
your dealer for these 
shoes or order them direct 
from the factory. We 
guarantee you thorough 
satisfaction, comfort, fit, 
good appearance, and best 
materials. 

Write for free catalogue. 
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| of the executive committee in the work of 
the Association.- Other payments will be 
|made by the Sunday-schools throughout 
the state later in the season, but this was 
in a sense an emergency fund to take care 
of past indebtedness, and to ensure the 
employment of a field worker for the en- 
The Rev. G, L. the 


efficient secretary of the convention for 


suing year. Story, 
several years, has been secured for this 
service, and will enter upon his duties 
| immediately. 

| There is no doubt that there is a good 
field for a field worker's services in the 
a fact that the 
religious privileges of the state are en- 
joyed almost exclusively by the residents 
of the towns or villages where churches 
are situated, and’ that the people in the 
outlying districts do not to any great ex- 


state of Vermont. It is 





tent avail themselves of such opportuni- 
ties. 

Officers for the ensuing year are as fol- 

lows: President, L. W. Hawley of Brat- 
tleboro ; secretary, G. L. Story of Milton; 
treasurer, F. S. Pease of Burlington ; chair- 
man of executive committee, the Rev. L. O. 
Sherburne of Enosburg Falls ; chairman 
of normal work, the Rev. R. J. Barton of 
| Salisbury. 
The following figures were given in the 
| report of the statistical secretary : Baptist 
Sunday-school membership, 8,522 ; Con- 
gregational, 21,025 ; Methodist, 20,135 ; 
all others reporting, 12,418; making a 
total of 62, 100. 

This that the Sunday-school 
membership is less than nineteen per 
cent of the population of the state. 


Brattleboro, Vt. 
(Work and Workers Centinued on page 754) 
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General Lesson-Helps 


SCRIPTURE READINGS 
FOR DAILY STUDY 


Selected by B. F. Jacobs 


Following the lesson in both versions 
come the suggestions for daily Bible readings 
on the lesson, without which one cannot 
fairly grasp the lesson itself. As a member 
of the Lesson Committee, and veteran 
Sunday-school teacher and superintendent, 
Mr. Jacobs's analysis of these readings is 
peculiarly suggestive, 


% 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS 
AND CRITICAL NOTES 


Prof, M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D., 
of the New’ Testament Revisers 


For getting at the real meaning—so far 
as that is possible—of every puzzling or ob- 
scure word, or phrase, or allusion.in the 
lesson, Professor Riddle furnishes a column 
or more of explanation. One must get just 
this sort of light on the lesson from the best 
possible authority in order to be able to 
teach with any degree of correctness. 
There is no New Testament scholar who is 
better fitted than Dr. Riddle to give such 
light. 

- % 


























ORIENTAL 
LESSON LIGHTS 

Prof. Albert L. Long, D.D., 

of Robert College, Constantinople 


What the Bible meant to those for whom 
its messages were first written is another 
phase of knowledge the teacher must not 
omit. Without the Oriental view-point any 
teacher on this side of the werld is likely 
to miss the Bible's richest significance. Dr, 
Long is a noted Orientalist and missionary, 
and he isin touch with the very customs and 
ideas we of the West need to know about. 
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LESSONS FROM 
THE LESSON — 
Dr. Alexander McLaren, of 
Manchester, England 


For depth of spiritual feeling and in- 
sight, and for beauty of thought and ex- 
pression, Dr. McLaren ranks among the 
first writers of to-day. His weekly article 
is at once a lesson story and a grouping of 
lesson teachings. It sets the lesson in 
order in one’s mind, leaving a fresh and 
clarified impression of the whole. 



































Pictures on the 
Life of Christ 


All subscribers to The Sunday School Times will receive, without charge, a 
handsomely printed and distinctly choice set of such pictures, issued as supple- 
ments on fine enameled paper. The pictures may be cut out one by one for 


exhivition to the class, 










literature, historical and textual study. 










years of age. 
















before the teacher. 
to primary workers. 





4 Plans 





75c. 


5 OF more to sepa- 
rate addresses. 














60c. 


~in packages of 
5 OF more. 














of prices will be based on convenience and economy. 
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The Graded Lesson=Helps 


FOR SENIOR BIBLE CLASSES 


Prof. F. K. Sanders, Ph.D., of Yale University 


For teachers of pupils over eighteen years of age Professor Sanders provides 
a method of Bible study which includes Bible material outside the lesson, reference 
He does all this with the skill and spirit 
of a trained Bible teacher, leading teacher and class easily and profitably into as 
wide a field as they may care to cover, 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE TEACHER 
A. E. Dunning, D.D., Secretary of the International Lesson Committee 


Dr. Dunning’s work is for those who teach pupils of about fourteen to eighteen 
He deals with the essential facts and truths of the lesson, not con- 
cerning himself so much with textual study, but suggesting certain reference 
literature, and making use of all needed Bible material to present the lesson. He 
“proposes definite home work for the scholar, and he helps the teacher to use the 
four Gospels **to reveal Jesus Christ afresh to the youth of to-day.” 


FOR THE JUNIOR TEACHER 


A. F. Schauffler, D.D., of the International Lesson Committee 


To ‘‘gear the lesson into the scholar’s every-day life’’ is the work of Dr, 
Schauffler with teachers of children from about nine to fourteen years of age. He 
will tell the facts, or story, of the lesson, apply its truths in his terse, vigorous 
style ; he will suggest home work for the pupils, and will refer to a few books that 
are worth their reading. 


FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER 


George H. Archibald, Bertha F. Vella, Mrs. R. B. Preuszner, 
Annie S. Harlow, Mrs. George H. Archibald, E. P. St. John, 


Minnie Allen, Lucy G. Stock 


“At quarterly meetings, lasting two or three days, these well-known primary 
workers will plan, under Mr. Archibald’s leadership, helps for succeeding quarters’ 
lessons, These helps will appear week by week in The Sunday School Times. 
They will represent the best thought of expert students of child nature, and they 
will furnish a careful oufline of teaching, giving a variety of methods by which the 
lesson may be taught. 


Your Choice 


Free 


Different starting-points, illustrations, transitions from }es- 
son story to application, and results*sought for,—all are to be brought concisely 
No such opportunity for real help has ever before been offered 


nay School Gine 


On the Life of Christ, from the Four Gospels 


International Lesson Series for 18 months from the end of 1899 
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General Lesson-Helps 


TEACHING POINTS 


Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
of Colorado 








It is well for the teacher to have a glimpse 
of the diamond points in any Bible lesson. 
His bright 
and clean-cut views of truth are contagious. 
His teaching points are of the sort that one 
likes to have for direct presentation to the 
class when interest seems to fail, 


b 
THE LESSON IN 
EVERY-DAY LIFE 


Charles Frederic Goss, D.D, 
of Cincinnati 











Bishop Warren cannot be dull 








Haven't you often racked your brain for 
a good and striking illustration from com- 
mon life? Itisn't the cyclopedia of illustra- 
tions from ancient history that counts, but 
rather the store of homely and every-day 
Dr. Goss -knows “the gain 
of choosing lesson illustrations out of the 
experience of Tom, Dick, and Harry... He 
shows you how to link the lesson with your 
pupils’ lives. 


observations. 
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THE SUPERINTEN- 
DENT’S REVIEW 


The Rev. E. Morris Fergusson, 
Secretary New Jersey Sunday- 
School Association 


Here is a brief outline of what a superin- 
tendent may say and do after the lesson. 
Mr. Fergusson presents blackboard sug- 
gestions which any one can follow. His 
hints are so arranged that they can be 
modified to suit varied needs. 
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QUESTION HINTS 


Amos R., Wells, of the 
Christian Endeavor World 








**What are the questions I need to ask 
on this lesson?'’ and ‘‘ How can I frame my 
questions so that answers will come?” are 
two problems facing the teacher every Sun- 
day. Professor Wells gives a sufficient 
variety of questions for teacher and superin- 
tendent, leaving ample room for choice, 
and he phrases them carefully. 











$1.00 
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We strongly commend the 75 cent rate to your consideration. 
ence between that and the 60 cent rate is only 15 cents a year, but the difference in convenience to 
subscriber and club-organizer is very marked. A steadily increasing number are availing themselves 
of this rate, which is one-quarter less than was formerly charged for the same service. 

Enough free specimen copies of any one issue to supply all the teachers, officers, and adult | B02 g 72. minis 
Bible students in any school, will be sent, upon request. 
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The Sunday School ines 


Philadelphia, November 18, 1899 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published weekly 


at the following rates, for either old or new sub- 
scribers. ‘These rates include postage : 


Five or more copies to separate 
75 cts. 


addresses will hereafter be sent at 


a reduced rate of 75 cents each, per year. (The 
former rate was $1.00.) 
Less than five copies, and more 


$ 1 00 than one, will be sent to separate 


addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

60 t Five or more copies in a package 
CUSe to one address will be sent at the 

rate of 60 cents each, per year. 


$ 1.50 One copy, one year. 
$1 00 One copy, one year, to minis- 
s 


iers, missionaries, and theological 

students. Onis , 
* ne free copy additiona 

Free Copies will be allowed for every 


ten copies paid for in a club at either the 75 cent 
or 60 cent rate. 
% 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Additions may be made at any time 
Additions to a club noua additional subscrip- 
tions to expire at the same time with the club as origi- 
nally ordered, and the rate to be the proportionate share 
of the yearly club rates in for eat the time the addition 
is made 


A Club at 
Two Rates partly to individual addresses at 75 


cents each, and partly in a package to one address, at 
60 cents each, when so desired. 


Papers sent in a package at the 60 
How Papers cent rate do not bear the names of 


The papers for aclub of five or more 
subscribers may be ordered sent 


are the subnetibere in ~~ club. The 
package is addressed to one person 
Addressed fhiy. 


Subscribers to whom the paper is mailed, separately, 
at the rate of $1.50, $1.00, or 75 cents a year, can have 
the address changed at any time without charge. 

A package-club subscriber who has paid the old 50 cent 
rate for the current subscription can have a copy trans- 
ferred from a package to a separate address for 25 cents 
when the year’s subscription has over six months to 
run. When it has six months or less to run, the cost, 
to change is 15 cents to the end of the year’s subscrip- 
tion. ‘Those w have paid the 60 cent rate can have 
the change made at any time for 15 cents to the end of 
the year’s subscription. 


Dividing Large packages at the 60 cent rate 

may be divided into smaller packages 

a Package of five or more copies each, if desired. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request, 

Eno copies of any one issue of the paper to enable 

all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 


Sree, upon application. 
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FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage ; 


One copy, one year, 

‘lwo or more copies, one year, 

‘To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 


8 shillings 
6 shillings each 


6 shillings each 


To secure the above rates for two or more copies, 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
package to one addres», whichever may be preferred by 
the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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inquiry. 


stimulating properties.” 


food constituents of the bean.” 


In reply to the question ‘‘Why?” 
Houten’s Cocoa yields a maximum proportion of the valuable 
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The Age of Inquiry. 
The present has been described as pre-eminently the century of 


The constant and universal question that is echoed from every 
side, is ‘‘Why?” Ask any of your friends why they prefer Van 
Houten’s Cocoa to any other, and one will immediately tell you ‘‘it 
has the highest nutritive value;’’ another will reply ‘it is more 
easily digested and assimilated than other cocoas ;’’ and a third 
will probably answer ‘‘it is perfect in flavor, and rich in healthy 


The Lancet says :—‘*Van 


Why is it the best for children, for mothers, and for family use? 

Because it is rich in that digestible Albumen which nourishes 
the body, and in the Phosphates which build up bones and tissues; 
because it repairs waste; and also because you can get out of it 
more strength and nourishment than out of any other. 


HAVE YOU TRIED 
VAN HOUTEN’S Eating CHOCOLATE? 











**I wouldn’t- do without Pearline ; I wouldn’t if I could. 
I couldn’t do without Pearline ; I couldn’t if I would.” 


(Contributed by a Pearline admirer.) 


She means to-say that should a washing medi- 
um be invented that would equal 

Pearline in labor-saving and 
harmlessness, she would still stick 
to Pearline. 
while to consider that possibility 
further. 
with Pearline is so easy and so 
economical, she really couldn’t afford 
to risk anything else. 596 


Millions sing the praises of.Pearline. 


She feels it isn’t worth 


As things are now, washing 
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Men’s Shirts 34-44 . $2.50 each. 
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Made to Fit—Made to Wear—Made to Wash 
Made to Enjoy — 


If your dealer can't supply you, we will. 


KOTEDSILK UNDERWEAR CO., mitvury, mass. 


And 76 Leonard Street, New York City 





KOTEDSILK 


UNDERGARMENTS for MEN, 
WOMEN, and CHILDREN 


Coated on the inside with pure silk. 
Better than wool. Will not shrink. 
Durable. Warm. Hygienic. 
Luxurious. Easily laundered. 


Made Mothproof 


Ladies’ Vests 26-40 . $2.50 each. 


‘© Drawers 26-40. 2.50 ‘* 
** Union Suits, 26-40. 5.00 ‘** 
‘* Underwaists, 26-40. 2.00 ‘* 


24-32 waist $2.50. 


Express prepaid. 





AMERICAN FIRE 


Insurance Company. 
Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








CASH CAPITAL). .00ccccce.ccccecscccscssceces $500,000.00 


| Reserve for Reinsurance and all 

POOL COBIERBs....00060 22.20. .000csccnseeee 1,795,004-25 
| Surplus ever all Liabilities,.............. 594,733-42 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899. 
$2,710,727.67. 


ICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM, F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Mer. 


MIRECTORS : 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles S. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, Fdward F. Beale, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, John S. Gerhard, 
Jos. E. Gillingham, Edward Lowber Welsh, 
Archibald R. Montgomery. 
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Cleans kia gioves oy rubbing the dirt off, not in. Re- 
quirés no moisture, no soap, nor other preparation which 
tends to injure the kid. t all dealers, or sent by mail, 
postpaid, 10 cts. Agents wanted everywhere. 


C. J. Bailey & Co., 24 Boylston St., Boston, Mass 
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Convention of the Eastern 
Townships of Quebec 


By the Rev. E. Wesley Holpenny 


Provincial General Secretary 


HE city of Sherbrooke was the place of 
meeting. The population of this city 
is about ten thousand. Itis situated about 
the center of the more Protestant part of 
the province, that part known as the 
‘« Eastern Townships.’’ For this reason, 
and because it is not possible to reach all 
parts of the province with a central con- 
vention, it was called ‘‘The Eastern 
Townships’ ~Convention."’ 

It takes the place of the provincial con- 
vention. The Sunday-school Union year 
ending in February, the annual (business) 
meeting will then be held. 

The calling of the convention was occa- 
sioned by the offer of the services of Pro- 
fessor Hamill just at that time. 

The sessions were on Wednesday-even- 
ing, November 1,—‘‘a convention mass 
meeting of local churches,’’ and on 
Thursday afternoon and evening, also 
Friday morning and afternoon, the four 
sessions of the convention proper. 





| 


| Although the number of delegates was 
| not large when compared with other states 
| and provinces, yet the attendance ex- 
|ceeded that of any convention in this 


province for three or more years. 


| coming as it did in the middle of the 
| year, it was marked by the absence of 
| any report or attempt at business transac- 
| tion. It was a luncheon in the midst of 
a day's toile Work was laid aside, and «, 


time of feasting observed. +a 


| To some it will appear strange, but, 
| 


Those present came with a purpose. 
Instead of billeting the delegates, special 
arrangements for boarding were made, 
and this did much to rid us of the usual 
convention drones. In the opening ses- 
| sion, by request of Mr. Hamill, it was 
manifested that all present were workers 
(about seventy). 

S. P. Leet, treasurer of the Provincial 
Union, and also a member of the Inter- 
national Executive Committee, gave a 
brief outline of the history of the work in 
this province. Mr. Hamill thinks it is 
the oldest organization in the 
national Union. 


Inter- 
The general secretary is 
pleased to possess the records of the first 
meeting held in 1836. 

Mr. Leet also stated that 650 new faces 
appear each morning in our province, or 
220,000 annually, and asked, ‘‘ What are 
we doing for them ?”’ 

Professor Hamill spent an hour on his 
favorite topic, ‘‘ Normal Work,"’ its aims, 
its needs, giving specimen drills. He 
also taught the lesson of the following 
Sunday, and placed before the convention, 
in evening session, in a convincing man- 
ner,, arguinents for interdenominational 
Sunday-school work. 

The Rev. J. M. Dutton came from 
Newport, Vermont, and gave an ad- 
dress on ‘Ideals of the Bible,’’ which 
manifested thought and research. This 
called forth special resolution of thanks. 
Of his address many were heard to say, 
‘* Just what I needed,’’ «« It helped me so 
much,"' etc. Among the questions and 
| topics discussed were ‘‘ Home Department 
| Work,"’ ‘* Beatitudes 1 and 2,’" ‘* Gen- 
| eral Difficulties,"’ ‘The School Session,’* 
| ‘*Supplemental Lessons."’ 

Although there was no formal business 











beyond resolutions of thanks, many points 
were noted, normal and other literature 
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pught for, and county workers compared 

otes and plans for future work. 

The officers of the Quebec Provincial 

Inion are: J. W. Knox, of Montreal, 
esident ; R. H. Buchanan, of Montreal, 
airman of executive committee ; 5S. P, 
eet, of Montreal, treasurer ; and the Rev. 
Wesley Holpenny, general secretary. 
Montreal, Quebec. 
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‘Wool 
Soap 


is made from the purest fats—the best grade 
of pure mutton tallow. It is just the soap 


eFor Toilet 
and Bath 


@ Swift and Company, Makers;Chicago 
64444644464444464464 







































4646666666646464464 64644444 











Makes a Pie That 


Melts in Your Mouth 


Those who know Liitby’s delicious 
Mince Meat never bother with the 
labor of makinga winter’s supply 
of home-made. 

Libby’s is so convenient, whole- 
some, pure. 

Put up in packages cnough for 
two large mince pies. 

Ask your grocer or write 











B. & B. 


Strictly All-wool 
Dress Goods 


Full yard wide, 25¢c. 


Sale of good goods at a price without equal | 


this 1899. You save at least 10 cents a yard 
—some of them can’t be touched in present 
market under 40c. 

This season’s productions—neat and novelty 
checks—and mixtures—dark effects. 

For nice every-day wear and girls’ school 
dresses they’re wonderful property. 

Fifty Styles. 

Fine French Flannels. 

At Fifty Cents. 

Neat stripes and figures, and handsome 
Persian patterns—excellent goods and styles 
for shirt waists, dressing sacques, kimonas, 
and wrappers. 

Other French Flannels, 45c., 60c., 65c. 

Flannelettes, 5c., 64(c., 7c., 8ifc. 

We've the Flannel business keyed down to 
& small-profit basis, same as other Dry Goods. 

Send for our illustrated catalog—free. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 





SEND TO 
H. O’ Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
serning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as weil as the adver- 
Ser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 

The Sunday School Times, » 
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The finest polisher—shine is brighter, lasts longer, never burns 
red—does not stain the hands—most durable an 
ALSO IN PASTE FORM—“SUN PASTE STOVE POLISH.” 
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is an exquisite dentifrice. Please 
try it. Your teeth deserve the 
best care you can give them. 
Health, happiness, and comfort 
depend upon them. 









Price, 25 cents. At gists. le 
vial of Rubifoam mailed on of 
2 cents. Address E. W. Hoyt & 























which unlocks the best oppor- 
tunities in the Business World 
is the skilled use of the 


Remington 
Typewriter 


because the chief demand is al- 
ways for Remington operators. 


WYCKOFF, SEAMANS & BENEDICT , 327 Broadway, N.Y, 
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“THE WORTH 0’ A THING 


is best learned by the want o’ it.” 


Although cheap is 
point of price, 


SAPOLIO 


is beyond value. Those who try it know. 

Don’t you want a friend who would take half your 
hard work off your shoulders and do it without a mur- 
mur? What would you give tg find an assistant im 
your housework that would keep your floors and walls 
clean, and your kitchen bright, and yet never grow 
ugly over the matter of hard work. Sapolio is just 
such a friend, and can be bought at all grocers. No. go. 








Church Furnishings 








CHURCHES 


Lighted by the FRINK Syctem of Reflectors 
with Electric,Gas, Welsbach, Acetylene or Oil, 

LICENSED to manufacture electric and 
combination gas and electric fixtures. 
dimensions for estimate. 


i. P. PRINK, S20 fe" 


Send 














OF CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
SCHOO FURNITURE 
WORKS 
GRAND 


RAPIDS MICH. 








Sunday -School Banners 
From $1.50 to $10.00. Send for illustrated price-list. 
Iron Banner Stand, 75 cents each. 

Leon Bilanckensee & Co., 70 N. Third St., Phila, 
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Made in all colors 
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STANDARD OIL 00. 

and sold everywhere. 
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Stercopticons 


MAGIC LANTERNS 
and SLIDES 

Condensed catalog free. 
RILEY BROS., 16 Beckman Street, New York, 
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FOR STEREOPTICONS AND SLIDES, 
Brown, & Bars, x6 Chestnut Serect, Philadelphia 








DITMAN’S SEA-SAL 
The Natural Salt of Pure Sea Water. 
TONIC, a ite 


E 
Jsed for Quarter 





Address, DITMAN, 1 Barclay Street, New York 
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WHAT IT 1S 


Maywood Colony is the name given to a 
proposition which has been said by some to be 
in a large measure semi-philanthropic ; for the 
reason that the plan of the colony has made 
it possible for many people to possess them- 
selves of pleasant homes in California, who, 
by the ordinary plan of purchase, could not 
have done so. Its plan is such that those 
without accumulated funds can own a home 
of their own just as well as those who have 
cash in full to pay for it. ‘To illustrate: By 
the colony plan the man or woman who, from 
a salary or income of any nature, can set aside 
from $10 to $15 a month, can, without any 
trouble or care, acquire title to ten acres of as 
productive soil as there is in the world. And 
the ten-acre farm thus acquired will not be 
out in the woods, but, on the contrary, one of 
a group of 1,800 ten-acre farms ; for in May- 
wood there are 18,000 acres of fertile fruit 
land, all of which is so laid out that each 
and every ten-acre lot faces, or borders on 
an avenue. 

Maywood was started in 1891, and each 
year since then it has grown steadily and 
substantially. Already 1,187 people living 
throughout the United States and Canada 
—as shown by the map above—have secured 
land there, and the population of the settle- 
ment is over 1,000. ,000 fruit trees have 
been planted, and 154 miles of colony ave- 
ues laid out. 

Corning, the colony village,—in which 

lace there are stores, schools, churches, 

otels, post-office, and depot,—is located in 
about the center of the colony settlement. 

fhe foregoing specific information is given 
to show that the plan is not a new or an un- 
tried one. It has been thoroughly and fairly 
tried and found to be both practicable and 
popular. The County Recorder of Tehama 
County testifies to the fact that for nine years 
we have been delivering perfect titles to our 
buyers. The Bank of Tehama County, at 
Red Bluff, California, will act as agent for 
any purchaser by holding funds until our 
deed has been delivered. 


The Sunday School Times intends to adnfit only advertisements that are trustworth 


CASH FROM EVERY STATE IN THE UNION 


IS INVESTED IN 


MAYWOOD COLONY, CALIFORNIA 


(The number of people in each state who have bought land in Maywood Colony is shown by the figures on this map.) 


WHERE IT 15 


Maywood Colony is located in the southern 
a of Tehama County; 20 miles south of 

ed Bluff, the county seat of said county. 
From Sacramento, the state capital, May- 
wood is 110 miles north, and from San Fran- 
cisco, 179 miles. The fare to Sacramento is 
$3.30, and to San Francisco it is $5.40. Every 
one knows of the location of the greafStan- 
ford vineyard of 4,000 acres, which constitutes 
a part of the $23,000,000 endowment of the 
Stanford University. Maywood Colony is 
separated from this immense estate by about 
400 feet of water, the Sacramento River run- 
ning between the two properties. By this it 
will be seen that Maywood Colony is in good 
company, and in ‘a good part of California, 
which is evidenced by the fact that Senator 
Stanford, with a full knowledge of the whole 
State, selected this location for his vineyard 
ana stock farm. Maywood lies along the 
west bank of the Sacramento, and has a river 
frontage of about five miles. The steamboat 
line running between Sacramento and Red 
Bluff has a lending and freight house on the 
colony, which gives to the Maywood colonist 
competitive freight rates on his produce. 
Maywood is the only colony in California that 
has the advantage of water freight rates. 
Maywood is located on what is locally known 
as the ‘‘ West-side"’ branch of the Southern 
Pacific Railway, this line running through the 
settlement for a distance of nearly seven miles. 
The overland trains between San Francisco 
and Portland stop daily at Corning, the colony 
village. By this it will be seen that, although 
the colony is away out in California, it has, 
at the same time, the best of transportation 
facilities. In point of latitude, Maywood is 
on the same line with Springfield, Ill, In- 
dianapolis, Ind., Columbus, O., and Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Remember that temperature in California 
is not governed by latitude, as is the case 
throughout the Central and Eastern states. 
The Japan current makes the climate of Cali- 
fornia what it is. mae is as warm the 
year around as is Los Angeles. 





WHAT IT COSTS 


Maywood Colony, as a place in which to 
buy a small and desirable piece of property, 
gives more value for a stated surn than can be 
offered by any other colony in California. 
This we know to be the case because we have 
taken the time to look into the other colony 
propositions, and to get their prices. At 


Maywood as good fruit land as there is in 
California can be bought for $50 per acre, 
and in lots to suit the purchaser. The land 
is level and clear, a‘l of it having been plowed 
for the past several years. This land has the 
double advantage of being in a well-developed 
community, where shipping facilities are con- 
venient, and where social conditions are 
altogether pleasant. Maywood has passed 
through the pioneering era. As before said, 
a ten-acre farm in Maywood Colony can be 
bought by any one who can spare from $10 to 
$15 monthly. For instance, a ten-acre lot, 
costing $500, can be bought by paying $50 
down, then $12.50 per month for 36 months. 
On the deferred payments, no interest is 
charged, and the seller pays the taxes on the 
property while the payments are being made. 
# five-acre lot costs $250, and can be had by 
paying $25 down, then $6.25 per month for 
36 months. A 2%-acre lot can be had for 
$125, and the payments required are $15 
down, then $5 per month until the full amount 
is provided. For full cash payment a dis- 
count of 10 per cent is allowed. Warranty 
Deeds are delivered, and title ts proved by 
Certificate of Title. It should be borne in 
mind that, at Maywood Colony, conditions 
are such that irrigation is not required to 
raise abundant crops of apricots, almonds, 
olives, peaches, plums, prunes, pears, and 
grapes. Water is so near the surface that all 
of the varieties named soon send their roots 
to the water, and get the benefit of sub-irriga- 
tion. Oranges, alfalfa, and vegetables, for 
best results, must be watered. Water in 
abundance, and at small cost, is pumped 
from wells by electric motors at Maywood. 








WHAT IT PAYS 


Maywood Colony orchards, during the har- 
vest season of 1899, paid owners a net profit 
of from 25 to 100 per cent on their cost. It is 
safe to say that a fair average profit on ma- 
tured orchards was 50 per cent. Such a 
profit can be realized by a non-resident as well 
as a resident colonist. The Maywood Colon- 
ies Fruit Association, incorporated under the 
laws of California, contracts to plant, prune, 
aud cultivate the trees of absent owners, and 
to harvest and sell their crops as well. For 
$35 per acre, this association furnishes the 
young trees (go to the acre), plants and culti- 
vates them for the first year. For each year 
after the first, the annual charge for full and 
expert service is $12.50 per acre. By the fore- 
going figures, it will be seen that the cost of 
planting a ten-acre orchard, and caring for it 
for the first year is $350, and that the expense 
on such an orchard for the following years is 
$125 per year. ‘This association will plant 
and care for any part of a lot from one acre 
up, and at the same rate per acre. Planting 
is not compulsory. 

Aside from what Maywood yields in dollars 
and cents, it affords, free of cost, a climate 
that is health-giving and pleasant the year 
through. If you go to California, go to May- 
wood. You will not be disappointed. You 
will find conditions just as we have stated, 
for we have nothing to cover up. We want 
you to see it for yourself. Jyst across the 
street from the depot at Corning is a good 
hotel ; and near by is the office of the May- 
wood Colony, where Mr. Foster, of this firm, 
can be found at all times, ready to care for 
those who call. If you want to read up on 
Maywood send for our prospectus. It is in- 
teresting, instructive, and FREE. 


THE MAYWOOD COLONY 


EASTERN OFFICE, 1133 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK CITY 


N. B.—We get out, twice a month, a per that 
will interest you if you're interested m on ifornia. 
It tells everything that is worth knowing about that 
state. For 24 cents, in stamps, you can have it for 
one year. 









publishers will refuna to subscribers any money 


Sheuld, however, an advertisement of a party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, the 
they lose thereby. 











